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PREFACE. 


H E defire of happineſs is ſo 
 coeſſential with our natnre,ſo 
mterwouen and incorporate 
- with it ; that nothing but 
. the diſſolution of the whole frame'tan 
extingmſh it. T his runs thro. the 
whole race of mankind, and amidſt 
' the infinit variety of. other inclina- 
tions , preſerves its ſelfs entire: The 
moſt various contradictory tempers do 


+ yet 
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get confrive j in this , and men of the ; 
moſt wnequal fortunes, are yet equal | 
#1 their wiſhes of being happy. | 
But this concurrence as tothe end , 
& not more univerſal then the difa- 
greement about the way. Every man 
would have happineſs , but wherein 
that conſiſts, or how it is to be at- 
tain'd has bin very diverſly opin'd , 
Tndeed the ultimate ſupreme happi- 
neſs as it is originally inherent in 
God, ſo it ts wrapt up in thoſe clouds 
and dgrkneſs , which , as the Pſalmiſt 
fates, are round about him Pal. 18. 
Ii. And we canſee nothing of it, but 
in thoſe gleams and raies he is 
pleas'd to dart out wpon us: ſo that 
all our eſtimates as to our final felt- | 
city, muſt be meſur'd by thoſe revela- 
tions he has made of it. 
But 
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But one would think our temporal 
happineſs were as muth a myſtery'as 
our eternal , to ſee what variety of 
blind purſuits are made after it. One 
man thinks tis ſeated on the top pin- 
nacle of honor , and climbs till per- 
haps he falls head-long. Another 
thinks it a mineral , that muſt be 
dig'd ont of the earth, and toils tolade 
himſelf with thick clay, Hab. 2.6. 
and at laſt finds a grave , where he 


; ſought his treſure. A third. ſuppoſes 


it conſiſts in the variety of pleſures 
and wearies himſelf in that purſyit , 
which only clotes, and diſappoints. 
Yet every one of theſe can read you 
lectures of the. groſs miſtake and folly 
of the other , whilſt himſelf is equal- 
ly deluded. 

T hus do men chaſe an imaginary 

good , 


The Preface. 
00d, till they meet with real evils ; 


herein expoſing themſelves to the fame | 


cheat Laban put upon Jacob , they ' 


ſerve for Rachel, and are rewarded © 


with Leah , court fancied beauty, and 
marry loath'd deformity..Such deluſrve 
felicities as theſe are the largeſſes of | 


the Prince of the Air , who once at- \ 


temted to have erveigled even Chriſt * 
himſelf, Mat. 4. 

But Gods propoſals are more ſtn- 
cere : he knows how ſandy , how falſe 


a foundation all theſe external things © 


muſt make,and therefore warns us not 
to build ſo much as our preſent ſatisfa- 
Hon upon them, but ſhews us a more 
certain, a more compendious way to 


4 
i 


þ 
acquire what we gaſp after, by tel- 1 


ling us that as Godlineſs in reſpe& \ 1 
of the next , ſo contentment for this 


world \? 
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ve & world is great gain. 17 im.6.6. It 
-y is indeed the unum neceſlarium, the 
4 © one point in which all the lines of 
1d wordly happineſs are concentred , and 
ye to complete its excellence,''tis to be had 
of . at home : nay indeed only there. We 
t. © need not ramble in wild purſuits after 
i | it, we may form it within our own 
breaits : no man wants materials for 
11. it, that knows but how to put them 
I together. 
os (And the directing to that skill 
iot  # the only deſign of the enſuing T rat, 
f4... which coming upon ſo kind an er- 
re . rand , may at least hope for an unpre- 
- +9 - judic'd reception. Contentment is 4 
o|. . thing we all profeſs to aſpire to, and 
2 © therefore it cannot be thought an un- 
his friendly office to endeavor to condu& 
rld \men to it. How far the enſing con- 
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federations may tend to that end, I 
mu leave to the judgment , and ex- 
perience of the Reader , only defiring 
him that he vill weigh them with 
that ſeriouſneſs which befits a thing 
wherein both his happineſs and duty 
are concern'd ; for in this ( asin ma- 
ny other inſtances ) God has ſo twiſt. 
ed them together , that we cannot be | 
innocently miſerable. The preſent in=. | 
felicities of our murmurs and impa< | 
tiencies , have an apperidant guilt , 
which will conſign us to a more arre- 
wverſible tate of diſſatisfaction here- |. 


after. 


O F 
CONTENTMENT, 


Þ SECT, I, 
Of the neceſſary Connexion be-= 
tween Happineſs and Con- 


tentment. 


OD whois eſſentially hap- 
py in himſelf, can receive 


g@ no acceſſion to his felicity 
W by the poor contributions 

| of men. He cannot there- 
fore be ſuppos'd to have made them up- 
on ;intuition of increaſing, but commu- 
nicating his happineſs. And this his ori- 
ginal 
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ginal deſign is very viſible in all the parts 
of his Economy towards them. - When 7 
lapſed man had counterplorred againſt - 
himſelf, defeated the purpoſe of the Di- 
vine goodneſs, and plunged his whole na- 
ture into the oppoſite ſtate of endleſs mi- * 
ſery ; he yet reinforc'd his firſt deſign, and 
by an _—_— as full of wonder as mer- 
cy, the death of his Son, recovers him to 
his former capacity of bliſs. And rhatir | 
might not only be a bare capacity , he has ' 
added all other methods proper to work 
upon a rational creature. He has ſhew- 
ed him his danger, ſer before him in 
PER that eternal Topher, which 

eisadvis'd toſhun. On the other ſide he 
has no leſs lively deſcrib'd the heavenl 
Zeruſalem , the celeſtial Country to which 
he is to aſpire : nay farther has levell'd 
his road to it, leads him not as he did the 
Iſraelites thro the wilderneſs, thro intri- 
cate mazes to puzle his underſtanding ; 
thro a land of drought wherein were fiery 
Serpents and Scorpions, Deut. 8. 15. to 
diſcourage and affright him , bur has in 
the Goſpel chalkt our aplain, a ſafe, nay 
a pleſant path; as much ſuperior both in 
the caſe of the way, and in the end to : 
which itleads , as heaven is to Canaan. 

2. BY 
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2. By doing this, hehas notonly ſe- 
cured our grand and ultimate happineſs, 
but proyided for our intermedial alſo. 

: Chriſtian duties which are to carry 
us to heayen, are our refreſhment, our 
viaticum in our journy ; his yoke is nor 
to gall and fret us, but an engine by which 
we may with eaſe ( and almoſt inſenſibly ) 


: draw all the clogs and incumbrances' of 


humanlife. For whether we take Chri- 
ſtignity in its whole complex, or in its 
ſeveral and diſtin& branches, 'ris certain- 
ly the moſt excellent, the moſt com- 
pendious-art of happy living : its very 
tasks are rewards, and its precepts are 
nothing but a divine ſortof Alchymy , to 
ſublime at once our nature and our ple- 
ſures, 
3. THIS may be evidenc'd in eyery 

partie of the Evangelical Law : but 

aving formerly made ſome attemt to- 
wards itin another * tract , I ſhall , ,,. ,.. 
not here reaſſume the whole ſub- chriſtian Pie- 
ject. I ſhall only ſingle out one ”: 
particular precept, wherein happineſs is 
not ( as the others) only implied, and 
mult be catchr at the nies by conſe- 


quence andeyent; burtis literally expreſt, 
and is the very matter of the duty ; I 
A 2 mean 
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mean the precept of acquieſcence and ? 
Contentment 5 Happineſs and this true ge- 7 
nuine Contentment , being terms fo con- * 
yertible, that to bid us be content, is but © 
another phraſe for bidding us be happy. 

4. TEMPORAL enjoiments , ſuch as 
are pleſure , wealth, honor, andthe reſt, 
tho they make fpecious pretences to be | 
the meſure of human happineſs, areall of - 
them juſtly diſcarded by the Philofopher 7 
in his Ethics, upon this one conſideration, © 
that coming Foam abroad they may be * 
with-held or taken from us: and our tenure 
being precarious, we even forthat reafon 
are unhappy in our moſt deſirable poſlef- 
fions; becauſe we ſtill arc liable to be ſo. 
And therefore he concludes, that felicir 
muſt be placed in the mind and ſoul, which 
ſtands without the reach of fortune; and 
in the praRtice of yertue , which in its 
own nature, and not in its contingentuſe ' 
is truly good, and therefore certainly ren- 
ders the poſſeſſors ſuch. 

5. Bur this practice being diffuſed 
thro the whole extent of Moral duty, E- 
piftetus thought he had deſeryed well of 
human nature ,\when he drew it upin two © 
ſhort words, ro\/itain and abſtam: that 
is tq bear with conſtancy adyerſe way, 
an 
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and with moderation enjoy thoſe that are 

roſperous. Which complexure of Phi- 
loſophyis yet morefully , as well as more 
compendiouſly expreſt in the ſingle no- 
tion of Contentment: which involves the 
patient bearing of all miſadyentures, and 


/ generous contemt of ſenſual illeQives. 
: This ſtate of mind the Greeks expreſs by 


; calling it avrigzan, or ſelf-ſufficiency , 
* which, we know properly ſpeaking, is one 
: of the incommunicable attributes of the 
” divine nature, and the Stoics exprefly 


I O- . 


pretend, that by it mortal men are enabled 
to rival their Gods; in Sexeca's Phraſe, 
to make a controverſy with Jupiter him- 
ſelf. Bur abating the inſolent blaſphemy 
of an independent felicity, Chriſtianit 


; acknowledges a material truth in the af- 


ſertion : and S. Paul declares of himſelf, 
that having /earnt how to want and how to 
abound, _ in whatever ſtate he happens to 


' bemn, therewith tobe content : he ts able to 


do all things thro Chriſt that ftrengthens 
him, Phil. 4.11, 12, 13- and having n0- 
thing to poſſeſs all thing , 2Cor. 6. 10. 

6. WH1cH preatevent comes abour, 


| not only becauſe all good things are emi- 


nently 1n the divine nature, andhe who 
by Vertue and Religion poſſeſſes Him, 
thereby 
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thereby in a full equivalence has every * 
thing ; butalſo upon human meſures, and 
principles of Philoſophy : the compen- * 
dious addreſs to wealth, as P/atorightly ' 
obſery'd, being not toencreaſe poſſeſſions, * 
butleſſendefires. Andifſo, 'twill follow 
that the contented man muſt be abundant- 
ly provided for, being ſo entirely ſatisfied * 
with what he has, as to haye no deſires at 
all. Indeed 'tis truly ſaid of covetous men, |. 
and is <qually verified of all who have any © 
deſire to gratify, that they want no leſs 
what they have, then whart they haye nor: 
bur the reyerſe of that Paradox is really 
made goodby Contentment,which beſtows 
on men the enjoiment of whatever they 
' have, and alſo whatever they haye not ; 
and by teaching to want nothing , abun- 
dantly ſecures not to want happineſs. 

7. On the other ſide this one grace 
being abſent, it is notin the power of any 
ſucceſs or affluence to make life a tole- 
rable thing. Letall the materials of carth- 
ly happineſs be amaſt together and flung 
upon one man, they will without con- | 
rentment be bur like the -fatal prize of 
Tarpeia's treaſon, who was preſt to death 
with the weight of her booty. He that 
has the elements of felicity , and yer can- * 

not 
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E not form them into ſatisfaction, is more 


deſperately miſerable then he that wants 
them : for he who wants them has yer 
ſomthing to hope for, and thinks if he had 


* themhemight be happy ; but he whoin- 


ſignificantly poſſeſſes them, has no re- 


| ſerve, has notſo muchas the Flattery of 


: anexpecation; for he has nothing leftto 
' deſire, and yet can beas little ſaid to en- 


* 'That thoſe are often wit 


oy. 
3. Hz therefore that would haye the 
extra&,thequinteſſence of happineſs,muſt 
ſeek it inContent. All outward acceſſions 
are but the droſs & earthy part : this alone 
is the ſpirit , which when 'tis once ſeparated 
depends not upon the fate of the other; 
bur preſerves its vigor when that is de- 
ſtroi'd. Sr. Paulwhom I before mention'd, 
isaready inſtance of it, who profeſlesto 
be content inwhat ever ſtate; Contentment 
being not ſo inſeparately link'd to eternal 
things, but that they =_ ſubſiſt aparr. 

out it we are 
too ſure, aud thatit may be without them 
is as certainly true ; tho by our own de- 


; fault we have not ſo many examples of 
: it. A heart that rightly computes the 


s 
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difference between temporals and cter- 
nals, may refolye with the Prophet, a 
F4 
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tho the fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom,neither ſhall 1 


fruit be in the vines, the labor of the olrve 
[hallfail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat 
the flocks ſhall be cut from the fold,and there 
ſhallbe no herds im the ſtall;yet I willregoice 
inthe Lord , I willjoyin the God of my Sal- 
vation, Hab. 3.17, 18. He that has God 
need- not much deplore the want of any 
thing elſe: nor can he that conſiders the 
plenty and glory of his future ſtate ,.. be 
much dejected with the want or abjeCt- 
neſs of his preſent. 

. YzT ſo indulgent is God to our 
inflrmities , thatknowing how unapt our 
impatient natures are to wak only 
faith , and not at all by ſight, 2 Cor. 5.7.he 
is pleas'd to give us fair antepaſts of ſa- 
tisfaction here, diſpenſes his temporal 
bleſſings tho not equally, yet ſo univer- 
ſally, that he that has leaſt, has enough to 


"$2. 1% 
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oblige not only his acquieſcence, but his , 


thankfulneſs. Tho eyery man has not all 


he wiſhes, yet he has that whichis more © 


valuable then that he complains to want ; 


nay which he himſelf could worſe ſpare 


were it put to his option. 
} 10. AnD now from ſuch adiſpoſure of 


things who would not exped& that man- - 


kind ſhould be the chearfulleſtjpart of rhe 
- creation ? 


: 
: 


j 
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creation ?' that the ſi" ſhould not more: 
' Þ rejoice to run. his courſe. 19. 5. then 
>= man ſhould to finiſh his: that a journ 
= which has ſo bleſſed an end, and ſuch 
© poodaccommodation by the way , ſhould 
be paſt with all imaginable alacrity, and 
-that we ſhould live here practicers and 
* learners of the ſtate of unmix'd inter- 
© |? minable joies to which we aſpire. But 
© | alas, if we look upon the univerſality of 
> men, we ſhall find it nothing ſo, bur 
while all other creatures gladſomly fol- 
our  lowthe orderof their creation, take ple- 
our ſure in thoſe things God has aſlign'd for 
' &y | them, wewitha ſullen peryerſneſs quar- 
-he | rel atwhat we ſhould enjoy, and in eve-; 
ſa- ry thing make it our buſineſs, not to fit 
Yal * jt for our uſe, bur to find out ſome con-; 
/Er- _ celed quality which may render it unfit. 
1tO We look in idiouſly upon our bleſlings , 
his , | like menthar deſign'd only to pick a. quar- 
all rel, and ſtart a pretence for mutining, 
Ore © From hence it is that man who was-de- 
NT;  ſign'd the Lord of the world, to whoſe 
are > fatisfaftion all inferior beings were ta 
: contribute, is now the unhappieſt of the 
eof 2 creatures: nay as if the whole order of 
an-'2 the uniyerſe were inyerted, he becomes 
ne * flayc tohis own yaſſals., courts all.theſe 
| B * little 
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little ſublunary things with ſuch paſſion, + 
that if they prove coy and fly his embra- 7 
ces, heismad and Fr Armor if they fling 
themſelyesinto his Arms, heis thenglut- | 
ted and fſatiated; like Amnon he hates more * 
then he loved , 2 Sam. 13.15. and is ſicker 
of his poſſeſſion, then he was of his defire. 
' 10. AND thus will it ever be till we 
can keep our deſires more at home, and | 
not ſuffer them to ramble after things © 
without reach, That honeſt Roman, * 
who from his extraordinary induſtry up- 
on his little ſpot of mn Frere ſuch 
an increaſe as brought him under ſuſpi- 
cion of witchcraft, is a good example 
for us. God has placed none of us in fo 
barren a ſoil, in ſo forlorn a ſtate, but 
there is ſomthing in it which may afford 
us comfort; let us husband that to the ut- 
moſt, and 'ris ſcarce imaginable what im- 
provement, eyen he that appears the moſt 
miſerable may make of his condition. 
But if ina ſullen humor we will nor cul- *© 
tivate our- own field, becauſe we have 
perhaps more mind to our neighbors , we - 
may ank our ſelyes if we ſtarve. The © 
deſpiſing of what God has already given 
us; is ſure but cold invitation to farther 
bounty. Men are indeed forced fomtimes ' 
1430 ro 
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to reward the mutinous , but God is not 
to be ſo attaqued, nor is it that ſort of yio- 
lence which can ever force heaven. The 
Heathen could ſay that Jupiter ſent his 


plagues among the poorer ſort of men, 


cauſe they were alwaies repining : and 
indeed there is ſo much of truth in the 
obſervation, that our impatience and dif- 
content at our preſent condition, is the 


- greateſt proyocation to God to make it 


worſe. 

11. IT muſt thetefote bereſoly'd to be 
yery contrary toour intereſt, and ſurely 
'tisno leſs ro ourduty. Iris ſo if we do bur 


| ownourſelyes men, forin that is impli'd 


a ſubordination and ſubmiſſion to that 
__ which made us ſo; and to diſpute 

is managery of the world, to make other 
diſtributions of it then he has don, is to 
renounce our ſubje&ion, and ſet up for 
dominion. Bur this is yet more intole- 


; rableasweare Chriſtians , it being a ſpe- 


cial part of the Evangelical diſcipline, 
cherefully ro conform to any condition: to 
know how to be abaſed , and how to abound , 
tobe full and to be hungry , Phil. 4. 12.t0 be 
careful for nothing ver.6. Nay ſo little do's 
Chriſt give countenance. to our peeviſh 
diſcontents, our -”_— out-cries when 

2 we 
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we are not hurt, that he requires more 
then a contentment, an exultancy and * 
tranſport of joy under the heavieſt preſ- © 
ſures, under reproches and perſecutions. 
Rejorce ye in that day, and leap for joy,Lu.6. 

23. And ſure nothing can be more con- | 
trary to this, then to be alwaies whining 
and complaining , crying in the Prophets * 
phraſe , my leanneſs my leanneſ5,, wo ts me, | 


Ifa. 24. 16. when perhaps Moſes's fimile 


do's better fit our ſtate, Je/ſurun waxed fat © 
and kicked, Det. 32.15. } 

12. AND as this querulous humor is 
againſt our intereſt and duty, ſo isit vi- 
ſibly againſt our eaſe. 'Tis a ſickneſs of | 
the mind, a perpetual gnawing and cra- + 
ning of the appetite without any poſſibi- - 
lity of ſatisfaction:and indeed is the ſame | 
in the heart which the Canmus appetitus 
isinthe ſtomach, to which we may aptly 
enough apply that deſcription we find in |. 
the Prophet, - he ſhall ſnatch on theright | 
hand and be hungry , and he ſhall eat on the | 
left and not be ſatisfied , Eſay.g. 20. Where 
this ſharp, this fretting humor abounds, | 
nothing converts into nuriſhment : every |} 
new acceſſion do's but excite ſome new | 
deſire:and as 'tis obſery'd of a trencher-fed | 
dog, that he taſts not one bit for the gree- 


dy 
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re } dy expectation of the next; ſo adiſcon- 
nd Þ rented mindis ſointent upon his purſuits, 
eſ- > that he has no reliſh of his acqueſt. So 
1S. + that what the Propher ſpeaks of the Co- 
.6. | vetous, is equally appliable to all other 
n- | ſorts of Male-contents : he —_ his 
| deſire as hell, and ts as death, and cannot 
3 be ſatisfied, Hab.2. 5. And ſure if the 
1 deſire accompliched be, as Solomon ſaies, 
| ſweet to the ſoul, Prov. 13. 19. it muſt 
2 be exceedingly bitter, to be thus con- 
* demned to endleſs unaccompliſhable de- 
is fires; and yer this is the _— which e- 
i= | very repining uncontented ſpirit proyi- 
of | he is ſelf, WER 
-2- + 13. WHAT a madneſs is it then for 
di- -| men to be ſodeſperatly bent againſt their 
ne | intereſt and duty, as to renounce eyen 
4s their eaſe too for company ? One would 
ly think this age were ſenſual enough tobe 
in . at defiance with the leaſt ſhadow of unea- 
ht | ſineſs. It is fo I am ſure whereit ought 
he | not, every thing is laborious when 'tis in 
re . compliance with their duty:a few minutes 
s, | ſpentinpraier, Oh what a wearineſs is it! 
ry + Mal.2.13, If may chance bur to miſs a 
»w | meal,they arerea y tocry out;their knees 
are weak thro faſting. Pſa. 109. 23. yet 
e- | they can without regret,or any ſelf-com- 


dy paſſion 
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paſſion, macerate and cruciate themſelyes | 
with anxious cares and vexations, and # 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Tim. 6. 10. Perce” 
themſelves thro with many ſorrows. That © 
pR__ therefore which was very raſhly 
made by St. Peter to our Saviour , Mafter 
pity thy ſelf, Mar. 16. 12. which we render } 
be it far from thee , would here be an ad- i 
viſed motion to the generality of man-. 
kind, who are commonly made unhap-/} 
py not by any thing without them, but? 

y thoſe reſtleſs impatiencies that are” 
within them. 

14. IT may therefore be a ſeaſonable - 
office to endeyor the appeaſing theſe ; 
ſtorms, by recalling them to thoſe ſober : 
rational conſiderations , which may ſhew * 
as well the folly, as uneaſineſs of this re- 
pining unſatisfiable humor. *Tis certain 
that intrue reaſoning, we can find no- 
thing whereon to found it, but a great © 
deal ro enforce the contrary. Indeed 'ris 
ſo much againſt the diate of reaſona- - 


ble nature to afte& damage, ſin, and 
torment, that were,there nothing elſe to 
be ſaid but what I have already menti- 
on'd, it might competently diſcoyer the? , 


great unreaſonableneſs of this ſin. f 
15. But we need not confine our ap- *; 


peal 


[ 
[1 
| 
1 
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ng @ peal to reaſon, as itisonly a judg of u- 
® rility and advantage; but enlarge it to a- 
# nother notion, as itisjudg of equity and 
ay | Fight : in which reſpec alſo ir gives as 

J | clear and peremtory a ſentence againſt 


Ter "yy" ; i 
lor all murmuring impatience. To evince 
i i thisI ſhall in(iſt upon theſe particulars. 


* x. that God is debtor to no man, and 
7 therefore whateyer he affords to any, it 
© is- upon bounty not of right, a benevo- 
® tencenot a due. 2” Thatthis bounty is 
© not ſtreight or narrow, confin'd roſome 
ble few particularperſons, and wholly oyer- 
| { ; Skipping the reſt, but more orleſs uniyer- 
ally diffuſed to all. - So that he who has 
: the- leaſt, cannot juſtly ſay but he has bin 
: liberally dealt with. 3% thatif we. compare 
- our bleſſings with our allaies, our good 
things with our evil, we ſhall find our 
h ood far ſurmounting. 4” That we ſhall 
W find them yet more ſo, if more ſo compare 
:them with the good we haye don, as on 
'the contrary we ſhall find our afflictions 
, ſcarce diſcernible if balanced with our 
* (0. ſins. 5” Thatas Godis ReRtor of the uni- 
he ; verſe, ſo itappertains to him to make ſuch 
me? allotments, fuch diſtributions, as may beſt 
2 preſerve the ſtate of the whole. 6” That 

ap- * God notwithſtanding that uniyerſal care, 
zeal has 
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has alſoa peculiar aſpe& on every parti- 
cular Perſon, and diſpoſes to him what | 
he diſcerns beſt for him in ſpecial. 7” If. 
we compare our adyerſities whith thoſe 
of other men, we ſhall allwaies find ſom- 
thing that equals if not exceeds our own. 

All theſe are certain irrefragable truths, 
and there is none of them ſingle but may , :* 
if well preſt upon the mind , charm it % 
into a calmneſs and reſignation ; but 
when there is ſuch a conſpiration of argu- 
ments,it muſt be a very obſtinate peryerſ- F 
neſs that can reſiſt them: or ſhould they |. 
fail ro enforce a full conviction, will yer i 
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I 6 I HE firſt propoſition that Godis 
| debtor to no man, is too clear and 
apparent to _ much of illuſtration : 
for as he is a free agent and may act as 
ey | he pleaſes, fo he is the ſole proprietary 
et and can wrongfully detain from none, 
ch becauſe all original right is in himſelf. 
as _*This has bin ſo much acknowledged by 
ito - the blindeſt Heathens, thar none of them 
durſt make inſolent addreſſes to their 
Gods; challenge any thing of them as of 
. debt, 'bur by facrifices and praiers own'd 
*> their dependance and wants, and implor'd 
gſopplics. And ſure Chriſtianity teaches 
us not to be more ſawcy. If thoſe Dei- 
ties who ow'd their very" being to their 
ct. + yotaries, were yet acknowleged to be the 
* ſpring and ſource of all, we can with no 
3 pretence:deny it to that ſupreme power 
in whom we lrve, move , and have our be- 
Zang, Adts.17.28. For - it were merely . 
a 
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a& of his choice to give us a being, all 
his fubſequent bounties can have no other] 
original then his own good pleſure. We 
could put no obligation upon God before 
we were : and when we beganto be, we 
were his creatures, and ſo by the moſt in- 
diſputable right owe our ſelyes to him, but 
can have no antecedent title on which® 
ro clame anything from him : ſo that the 
Apoſtle might well make the challenge} 
which he doth on Gods behalf, J/ ho hath 
grven any thing unto him , and it ſhall be re- 
compenc'd to him again? Rom. 11. 35- 4 
2. Now ordinary diſcretion teaches us”? 
not to be too bold in our expeRation from? 
one to whom we can plead no right. It has; 
as little of prudence as modeſty, to preſs] 
impudently upon the bounty of a Patron f 
and do's but give him temtation( at leaſt® 
pretence ) to = And if it bethus with? 
men, who poſſible may ſomtimes haye an 
intereſt, ſomtimes a vanity to oblige z it: 
muſt be much more ſo towards Gad, wo 
cannot bein wantofus, & thexefore need? 
not buy us:our good, as thePſalmiſt ſpeaks, © 
extends not to him. Pſal. 16. 2. He has a 
fundamental right in that little we are, 
which will ſtand good tho ir ſhould ne- 
ver be corroborated by greater benefits. | 
With ? 


x 0 


® peop 
+ deſty of good Mephiboſherh , rho he was 
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Wirth what an humble baſhfulneſs ſhould 
we then ſue for any thing,. who have no 
argument to invite the leaſt donation, 
being already ſo preingag'd, that we can- 
not mortgare ſo much as our ſelves in 


| conſideration of any new fayor? and 


lovely extravagant hopes do very ill befit 
e in this condition. Weſee the mo- 


by a ſlanderous accuſation outed of half 
the eſtate David had given him, yetupon 
a reflexion that he deriy'd it all from his 

ood pleſure, diſputed nor the ſentence, 
- cherefully refign'd the whole to the 
ſame diſpoſure, from which he received 
it, ſaying , Tea let him take all, 2, Sam. 19. 
30. A rare example and fit for imitation, 
as being adapted to the preſent caſe, not 
only in that one circumſtance of his ha- 
ving receiv'd all fromthe King , buralſo 
in that of the attainder of his blood, 
which he confeſſes in the former part of 
the verſe, for allof my fathers houſe were 
but dead men before my Lord. And alas may 
we not ſay the very ſame ? Was norour 
whole race tainted in our firſt Parent? 


So that if God had not the primary title 


of vaſſalage, he would in our fall have 
acquir'd that of confiſcation and eſchear. 
C 2 And 
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And can we think our ſelves thenin terms 
to capitulate and make our own condi- 
tions, and expect God ſhould humor us 
inall our wild demands ? 

3. TH1s is indeed to keep up that old 
rebellion of our Progenitor, for that con- Þ 
ſiſted in a diſcontent with that portion # 
God had aſſign'd him, and coveting what 7 
he had reſtrain'd him. Nay indeed it > 
comes up to the height of the Devils pro- |? 
poſal, the attemting 70 be as God Gen. 
3.5. For'tis an endevor to wreſt the ma- ! 
nagery out of his hands, to ſuperſcde his | 
Autority of diſpenſing to us and ta carye - 
for our ſelyes. This is ſo mad aninſolence, 
that were it poſſible to ſtate a caſe exactly 
parallel between man and man, it would :; 
raiſe the indignation of any thatbut pre- © 
tended to ingenuity. Yetthis is, without -, 
hyperbolc,the true meaning of eyery mur- ! 
muring repining thought we entertain. 

4. Bur as bad as it is, whoisthere 2 
ofus, that can in this particular ſay , we * 
have made our heart clean ?Proy.20.9. Tis 
true we make ſome formal ackowledg- , 


o 
= 


Gods gift: cuſtom teaches us from our in- 
fancy after every meal we eat to give him 
thanks (tho eyen that is now thought too 

much 


ment ſomtimes thar we receive all from | 


p 

- 
*A 
4 


/ 
p) 


b. 
; 
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much reſpe&t, and begins to be diſcarded 
as unfaſhionable: ) yer ſure he cannot be 
thought to do that in earneſt , that has all 
the time of his cating bin grumbling that 
his table abounds not with ſuch delicacies 


as his neighbors. And yet at this rate 
* God knows are moſt of our es: 
2 ings. Indeed wethaye notſo much ordina- 


ry civility to God, as we have to men. The 


- 7 common proverb teaches us not too curi- 


.# ouſly to pry into the blemiſhes of what 


is given us: but on Gods gifts we fit as 


Cenſors, nicely examine every thing 


> which is any way diſagreable to our 
- fancies, andas if wedealt with him under 
: the notionof chapmen, diſparageit, as 
> Solomon fſaies buiers uſe to do, 27 zs 
naught , it ts naught, ſaith the buter, Prov. 
-, 20. I4. Nay we ſeem yet more abſurdly 


to change the ſcene, and as if God were 
to make oblations tous, weas critically 
obſerve the defects of his benefactions, 
as the Levitical prieſts were to do thoſe 
of the ſacrifice, and (like angry Dei- 
ties )ſcornfully reject , what ever do's not 
perfectly anſwer our wanton appetites, 

5. A N D now ſhould God take us at 
our words, withdraw all thoſe bleſſings 
which we ſo faſtidiouſly deſpiſe, whata 
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condition were we in ? 'Tis ſure we haye 
nothing to plead in reverſe of that judg- 
ment. There is nothing in it againſt ju- 
ſtice: for he rakes bur his own. This he 
intimates to Iſrael, Hof. 2. 9. I will re-# 
turn and take away my corn in the time 
thereof, and my wine inthe ſeaſon thereof, © 
and will recover my woot and my flax : in 
which he aſſerts his own propriety , my | 
corn, my wine , &c.and recalls them to the 
remembrance that they were put uſufru- 
Ctuaries: and 'tis as evident that our" 
tenure is but the ſame Nay this pro-'. 
ceeding would not be repugnanteven to #? 
mercy, for even that is not obliged 
ſtill ro proſtirute irs ſelf ro our contemr. 
I am ſure ſuch a tolerance is beyond all 2 
the meſures of humane lenity. Should ” 
any of us offer an alms to an indigent |. 
wretch, and he when he ſees 'tis Silver, 7 
ſhould murmur and exclame thar it is; 
not Gold, would we not draw back our | 
hand and reſerve our charity for a more Z 
worthy obje&t? "Tis true indeed Gods 
thoughts are nor as our thoughts, nor } 
our narrow bowels equal meſures for the 
divine compaſhons, and we experimen- 
tally find that his long-ſuffering infinitly 
exceeds ours; yet we know he do's in the 
para- | 
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parable of the Lord and the ſeryant, Mar. 
| 18. declare, that. he will poopenion his 
SF mercy by ours, inthar inſtance; andwe 
he & have no promiſe thar he will not do ir 
* in this: nay we have all reaſon to expe&t 
* he ſhould; for ſince his wiſdom promts 
® him to do nothing in vain, and all his 
> bounty to us is —_ to make us hap- 
2 py, when he ſecs that end utterly fru- 
ſtrated by our diſcontents, to what pur- 
poſe ſhould he continue that to us which 
” wewill be neyer the better for ? 
6. BESIDES tho he be exceedingly 
ro-& .E- . : 
> patient, by he is not negligent or in- 
ve * ſenſible: he takes particular notice, not 
> 2 only. with what diligence we employ, 
YE bur with what affeQions we refent  eve- 
1d 7 ry of his bleſlings. And as ingratitudeis 
© a vice odious to men, ſo it is extremel 
> prayoking to God; ſo thar in this ſent: 
:*® alſo, the words of our Savior are moſt 
2 true, from him that hath not ( 1. e. ) that 
# hach not a grateful ſenſe and value, {hall 
”: be taken away eventhat he hath, Mat. 25. 
-- 29, But we may find a threatning of this 
| Kind: yet more expreſs to Iſrael, becauſe 
thou. fervedſt not the Lord thy God with 
gladneſs and with joifulneſs of heart for 
the abundance of all things , therefore ſhalt 
| thou 


—_— 


24 . | The Art of Contentment. 


mmm——— 


thou ſerve thine enemies , whom the Lord 
God will ſend among the, in hunger and in 
thirſt; and innakedneſs , and in want of all 
things , Deut. 28. 7, 28. aſadand diſmal, 
inverſion, yet founded wholly in the want 
of that cheerful recognition which 'God F 
expected from them, And if Iſrael, the? 
lot of his own inheritance, that. people? 
whom he had ſingled out from all He na- ? 
tions' of the world , could thus forfeit his 
favor by unthankfulneſs, ſure none of us 
can ſuppoſe we have any ſurer entail of?” 
it. '-In a word as God loyes a' cheerful”. 
giver, ſo healſo loves a cheerful receiver, + 
' one-+that complies with his'end' in be- 
ſtowing, by taking a juſt complacence in 
his' gifts. But the querulous and unſa-*: 
tisfied , reproch his bounty : accuſe him of” 
illiberality and narrowneſs of mind.” So): 
thar he-ſeems eyen in his honor eng2gd I 
to bring them to a righter apprehenſion”? 
of him; and byadepriyation reach them? 
the yalue of thoſe good things, which? 
they could not learn by the enjoiment. ! 
' 14,1 F therefore ingenuity 'and grati-\ 
rude cannot, yet at leaſt let'prudence 
and” felf-love engage us againſt this fin 
of. Murmuring , which we ſee do's abun- 
dantly juſtify the charaRer the Wiſe man * 
gives 2 
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gives when hetells us '7:5 unprofitable, Wil. 
1.11. he might have ſaid pernicious alſo, 
for ſoit erieacly iSinits efftets. Letus 
then arm our ſelves againſt ir, and to thar 
purpoſe impreſs deeply upon our minds 


© the preſent conſideration, that God ows 
Z us nothing, and that whatever we receive 
2 isanalms, and not a tribute, Dzogenes be- 
2 ing asked what wine drank the moſt ple- 
# ſant, anſwered, that which is drunk at an- 
= others coſt. And this circumſtance we 
* can never miſs of to recommend our 
-, good things to us: for be they little or 
* much, they comegratzs. When therefore 
2 in a pettiſh mood we find our ſelyes apt 
! rocharge God fooliſhly , and to think him 


ſtrait-handed towards us, let us ima- 
gine we hear God expoſtulating with 
us,as the houſholder in the parable, Friend 
1 do the no wrong: 1 it not lawful for me 
to do what I will with mine own ? Mar. 20. 
15. If God have not the right of diſpo- 


* ſing, let us findour thoſe that have, and 


ſee how much better we ſhall ſpeed : bur 
if he hath, let us take heed of diſputing 
with him: we that ſubſiſt merely by his 
favor, had need court and cheriſh it by 
all the arts of humble obſeryance. E- 
very man is ready to ſay how ill beggary 
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and pridedo agree. The firſt qualification 
we cannot pur oft; O let us not provide 
ti of the other ſo inconyenient, ſo odious 
an adjun&. Let us leave off preſcribin 

to God ( which no ingenuous man neu 
do to an earthly benefaQor) and let us 


betake our ſelyes to a more holy and ſuc- 3 
ceſsful policy, the acknowledgment of ? 
paſt mercies, and our own unworthineſs. 
This was Jacobs method, I ammnot wor- | 
thy of the pr of all the mercies , and of all © 


the truth which thou haſt ſhew'd unto thy 


SS 4 + 


ſervant : for with my ſtaff I paſſed over this | 


Jordan,and now I am become twobands,and 


with this humble preface he introduces 


his petition for reſcue in his preſent di- | 
ſtreſs, Dehrver me I pray thee from the hand 
of my brother , &c. Gen. 32.10.11. An 


excellent patern of Divine Rhetoric, 
which the ſucceſs demonſtrates to have 
bin very prevalent. And we cannot tran- 


({cribe a better copy, to render our de- | 
ſires as ſucceſsful. Indeed we are ſo ut- | 


” + - _ \ 
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terly deſtitute of all arguments from our | 
ſelves, that we can make no reaſonable *. 
form of addreſs, if we found it not in ® 
ſomthing of God: and there is nothing | 


even in him adapted toour purpoſe, bur 


his mercy; nor can that be ſo advan- | 
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tageouſly urged by any thing, as by the 
—_ 7 ſtances & has gr of it ſelf : 
for as God only is fit to be a precedent to 
himſelf, ſo he = ro be ſo. Thus we 
find, notonly Moſes, but God often re- 


| colleRing his miraculous favors towards 


# = 
__ 
A 
* 
: 


Tfrael, as an argument todo more: letus 
therefore accoſt him in his own way, and 
by a frequent and grateful recounting of 


# his former mercies , engage him to future, 
| Nor need we beata lo 


$ for matter of 
ſuch recolleRion, if we will but ſeriouſly 
conſider what we have already receiyed, 
which is the ſubjeR of the next Section. 
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Of Gods unlimited Bounty. © 


1. T T is the known character of anun- 

' XL worthy nature, to write injuries in 
Marble, and benefits in duſt : and how-! 
ever ſome ( as Seneca well obſerves ) may 
acquit themſelyes of this imputation as 
to man, 'yet ſcarce atiy do ſoinrelation} 
to God. *Tjs' true indeed the charge muſt?” 
be a little varied ; for God neither will 
nor can do'us injury :* yet we receive a-# 
ny thing that is. adverſe with ſuch a re-% 
ſentment as if it were, and engravethat in? 
our memories with indelible characters, 
whilſt his great and real benefitsarecither} 
notat all obſery'd, or with ſo tranſient an Z 
adyertence, that the compariſon of duſt 
is beyond ourpitch, and we may be more 
properly ſaid to write them in water. 
Nay ſo far are we from keeping records! 
nr rw” of his fayors, that even thoſe þ 
ſtanding and fit ones which ſenſe can} 
promt us to ( without the aid of our me- | 
mories ) cannot obtain our notice. 

2. WERE it not thus, it were impoſ- 
ſible for men to be ſo perpetually in the | 
com- | 
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'F:complaining Key, as if their yoices were 
capable of no others found. One wants 
this, and another that, anda third ſom- 
thing beyond them both, and ſo on ad 
infimitum 5 when all this while eyery one 

\un:K of them enjoies a multitude of good 
5s in things without any remark. That very 
ow. ® breath wherewith they utter their com- 
nay plaints, is a bleſſing, and a fundamental 
\ 3s one too: for if God ſhould withdraw that , 
ion they were incapable of whatſoever elſe 
wt they either have, or deſire: 'Tis true thar 
villiſome mens impaticncies have riſen ſo 
> a: & high, as ro caſt away life, becauſe it was 
re-Znot clothed with all circumſtances they 
tin wiſhr. Yet theſe are rare inſtances, and 
'do only ſhew ſuch mens depraved judg- 


# 
— 
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rs, 
her! ment of things. A rich Jewel is not the 
-an © leſs valuable, becauſe a mad man in his 
uſt Z raving fit flings itinto the fire: butas to 
ore & the generality of men, the Devil (thoa 
er, © liar) gave a true account of their ſenſe, 
rds © when he ſaid ; Shin for 5hin', and all that a 


oſe | man hath will he grve for his life, Job. 2. 4. 
ant And tho perhaps in an angry fir many 
12. & men have with Jonas, Chap. 4+ 3. wi/hbt fo 

die,yetten to one ſhould death then come, 
of. & (they would be as willing to divertit, as 
he 2 was the manin the Apologue, who weari- 
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ed with his burden of ſticks, flung it dowy 
and call'd for death, but when he came. 
own'd no other occaſion for him, butts 
be helpt up again with his bundle. I dare 
in this appeal to the experience of thoſe 
who have ſeemed yery weary of life , wh 
ther when any ſuddain danger has ſurpriy: 
ſed them, it _ not as ſuddenly altered 
their mind, and made them more deſire 
life, then before they abhorr'd it. *Tis the 
common ſaying, as long as there is life 
there is hope: there is ſo as to ſecular con® 
.cerns, for what ſtrange revolutions do we), 
often ſee in the age of man? from what? 
deſpicable beginnings have many arriv'd7 
'to the moſt ſplendid conditions? Off 
which we have divers modern as well as3 
ancient inſtances. And indeed 'tis admi®* 
rable to ſee what time and induſtry wills 
(with Gods bleſling ) effet. But there 1% 
7:0 work , nor device , nor knowleag, nor wif 
dom in the grave , Ec.g.1o, we can improve} 
no more when we are once tranſplanted? 
thither. 40 
3. Bur this is yet much more conſi-# 
derable in. reſpe& of our ſpiritual ſtate. 
Ourlifeis the day wherein we are to work} 
Joh.9.4. ( yea to work out our Salyation: i 
but when the night comes (when death o-! 
yer-} 
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Þ verrakes ) 0 man can work.Now alas when 


'tis conſider'd how much of this day the 
moſt of us have loiter'd away , how many 


# of us have ſtood idle till the ſixth or ninth 


hour, it will be our concern not to have 
our day cloſe before the eleyenth. Nay 


iSalas 'ris yet worſe with us;:wc have not on- 
YN, ly bin idle, bur very often ill buſicd; ſo 
Ar 


at we have a great part of our time to 


Zuncayel, and that is not to be don in a mo- 
if&ment. For tho our works may fitly e- 
#nough be repreſented by the Prophets 
compariſon of a /þiders web, Ifay 59. 5- 
x7 yet they wantthe beſt property even of 
Fithat; they cannot be ſo ſoon undon. 


"7 when we do ſo, they are nor ſo tractable 


nfi-% 


ate. 
'or k, 
M1 :) 
h O-* 


YEr- 7 


as the Centurions ſervants. They will in- 
deed come when ever we bid them , but 


_y will ſcarce go ſo: they muſt beex- 


pell'd by force and by ſlow degrees; we 
muſt fight for eyery inch of ground we 
gain 


— 
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gain from them: and as God would not 
aſſiſt the Iſraelites ro ſubdue the Canaa- 
nites at once, Deut. 7.22. ſo neither ordi- 
narily do's he us to maſter perfectly our 
corruptions. Now a proceſs of this difh- 
culty is not to be diſpatcht on a ſudden. 
And yet this is nor all our task, for we 
have not only ill habits to extirpate , but} 
we haye alſo good ones to acquire: -tis} 
not a mere negative yertue will ſerye our} 
turns, nor will emty lamps enter us into 
the marriage chamber , Mar. 25. 10. Wa 
mutt add to our faithwertue , and tovertut. 
| knowledg, and to knowledg temperance, &c.% 
2 Pet. 1. 5. No link muſt be wanting ot? 
that ſacred chain, but we muſt ( as the 
ſame Apoſtle adyiſes ) be holy in all manner; 


of converſation, 1 Pet. 1. 15. bl 
4- AND now I would deſire the Rea?; 
der ſeriouſly to conſider, whether he can 
upon good grounds tell himſelf that this? 
ſo difficult 7 and yet ſo neceſfary ) a wor 
is effefually wrought in him. If it be,# 
he is a happy man, and canwith no pre- + 
tence complain of any external want: ( he}. 
that is fed with Manna, muſt be ſtrangely? 
perverſe if he murmure for a belly-full ol 
feeks and onions, Num. 11.15.) Buton theF 1 
contrary he owes infinite thanks to wo q' 
that; 
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that has ſpared him time for this impor: 
rant buſineſs, and did not puta period to 
his natural life , before he had begun a ſpi- 
ritual. For I fear there are among the beſt 
of us few of ſo entire an innocence, but 
they may remember ſome, either habits or 
ats of ſin, in which it would have bin 


Y dreadful for them to have bin ſnarchr a- 
2 way. And then how comprehenſive, how 


prolific a mercy has lite bin tp them, 
{ when it has carriedeternity in its womb , 
” and their continuance on earth has qua- 


© lified them for heaven ? Neither are ſuch 


perſons only to look on it asa bleſſing in 
the retroſpe, as it relates ro the paſt, but 
® alſo in the preſent and future: which if 
Z they continue to employ well, do's not 


© only confirm, but adyance their reward, 


L Beſides God may pleaſe by them to glo- 
* rify himſelf, make them inſtrumental to 
$2 his ſervice; which as it is the greateſt ho- 
nor, ſo it is alſo the greateſt ſatisfation 
"ro a good heart. He ſhews himſelf too 
- + mercenary that ſo longs for his reward , as 
., trogrow impatient of his attendances : he 
2 thatloves God, thinks himſelf bleſt in the 
g opportunity of doing work, as well as in 
7 receiving wages. 'Thus we ſee how life is 
2 under all theſe aſpeRs a mercy to a pious 

E man, 


— 
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man, and ſuch as not only obliges him to 
contentment, but gratitude. | 
5. But ſuppoſing a man cannot give 
this comfortable account of his life , bur 
is conſcious that he has ſpentittoa very 
different purpoſe, yet do's not that at all 
leſſen his obligations to God , who meant 
he ſhould have emploi'd it better, and 
that he has not don fois merely his own F 
fault. Nay indeed the worſe his ſtate is 
the greater mercy itis, that God has not 
made it irreverſible, that he has not cut 
him oft at once from the carth and the 
poſſibility of heaven too, bur affords him 
yetalonger day,if yet he will hear hisvorce, 
Pſal. 95. 7. This frag fubberiog is one of 
the'molſt tranſcendent acts of divine good- 
neſs, and therefore the Apoſtle rightly 
ſtiles it the riches of his goodneſs vhs, long- 
ſuffering and forbearance,Rom. 2. 4. and ſo 
atlaſt we commonly acknowledg it, when | 
we haye worn it out, and canno longer 
receive adyantage by it. Whar a value 
do's a gaſping defpairing ſoul putupon a 
ſmall parcel of that time, which before 
he knew not how faſt enough to-ſquan- 
der? Oh that men would fetthe ſame e- 
ſtimate 9n it before: and then certainly as 
it would make them better husbands of 
it, | 
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it, ſo- it would alſo render them more 
thankful for it., Accounting that the long- 
ſuffering of our Lord is Sabuation, 2 Pet. 
3. IF, . 

6. InvetD did men but rightly com- 
pute the benefit of life upon this ſcore, 
all ſecular encumbrances and uneaſtneſles 
of it would be oyer-whelmed,' and ſtand 
only as Cyphers in the account. Whata 
thame is it then that we ſhould ſpendour 
breath in ſighs and out-cries? which if 
we would employ to thoſe nobler ends 
for which 'twas given, would ſuperſede 
our complaints, and make us Confeſs we 
were well dealt with, that our fe ( tho 
bare and ftript of all outward acceſſaries ) 
i grven us for aprey, Jer. 45.5. Andin- 
deed he that has yet the great work of life 
todo, canvery ill ſpare tinie or ſorrow to 
beſtow upon the regretting any temporal 
diſtreſs, ſince his whole ſtock is little e- 
nough to bewail and repair his neglects | 
of his eternal concerns. Were our lives 
therefore deſtitute of all outward com- 
fort, nay were they nothing burta ſcene 
of perpetual diſaſters, yet this one advan- 
tage of life would infinitly out-weigh 
them all, and render our murmuring ve- 
ry inexcuſable. 


E 2 7. BurT 


— ——_ 
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7. But God has not put this to the 
utmoſt trial, has never plac'd any man 
in ſuch a ſtate of unmixt calamity , but 
that he ſtill affords many and greatallaies: 
he finds it fir ſomrimes to defalk ſome of 
our outward comforts, and perhaps im- 
bitter others, but he never takesall away. | 
This muſt be acknowledged, if we do bur | 
conſider how many things there are in |! 
which the whole race of mankind do 
in common partake. The four Elements, 
fire and water, air and carth , do not more 
make up every mans compoſition, then 
'they ſupply his needs: the whole hoſt of 
heaven, the Sun , Moon, and Stars, Moſes, Þ 
will tell us, are by God d:vided to allna- | 
trons under the whole heaven , Deut. 4. 19. | 
Thoſe reſplendent bodies, equally afford 
their light and influence toall. Theſun 
ſhines as bright on the poor Cottage, as on #_ 
the moſt magnificent Palace; .and the # 
ſtars have their benign Aſpecs,as well for | 
him that zs behind the M11, as for him that ©. 
ſitteth on theThrone , Ex. 11.5. Propriety | 
(rhe = incendiary below ) breeds no | 
confuſion in thoſe celeſtial Orbs, but they | 
areeyery mans treſure, yet no mans pecu- j 
liar (as ifthey meant to teach us, that our 
love of appropriation deſcends not from & 

above © 


5 
F 

: 
3 
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above , Jam. 3.15. isno heavenly quality. ) 

8. AND as they make no diitin&tion 
of the ranks and degrees of men, fo nei- 
ther do they of their yertues. Our Sa- 
viortells us, God cauſes his Sun tori/e on 
the good and on the evil, and ſendeth rain on 
the juſt and on the unjuſt , Mart. 5. 45. If now 
we deſcend lower to the ſublunary crea- 


# tures, they equally pay their homage to 


man, do not diſdain the dominion of the 
poor, and ſubmitto that of the rich, bur 
thew us that their inſtin&t extends to 
the whole nature. An horſe draws the 
poor mans plough, as tamely as the Prin- 


# ces chariot, and the beggars hungry cur 


follows him with as much obſequiouſreſs 


$ and affection as the pamper'd lap-dogs of 


the niceſt Ladies. The ſheep obey a poor 
— ſhepherdas well as they didthe 
aughters of the wealthy Laban,Gen.2g. 


© g.orof Fethroa Prince, Exod.2.26. and as 
; willingly yield their fleece to clothe La- 
> zarus,as to make purple forDzves.And as 


' animals, ſo vegetables are as communica- 
tive of their qualities to one man as ano- 


<a ». kh x 
a. An 2644 + v4.4 —* : »* 


© ther. The corn nuriſhes, the fruits refreſh, 
& the flowers delight, the fimples cure the 
* poor manas well as the rich. 


9. Bur I foreſee it will be objected, 
that 
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that rheſe natural priviledges are inſigni 
ficant, becauſe they are eyacuated by 
thoſe poſitive laws which bound pro- 
priety, and that therefore tho one mar 
could uſe the creatures as well as another, 
yet every man has themnot to uſe. I an. 
ſwer, that for ſome of the things I haves 
mention'd, they are ſtill in their native 
latitude, cannot be incloſed or monopo- 
liz'd. The moſt rayenous oppreſlor could 
never yet lock up the ſunin his cheſt : 
that lates houſe to houſe and land to land, till 
there benoplace, Eſay 5.8.cannotincloſ 
the common air: and the like may be 
ſaid of divers of the reſt : ſo that there are 
ſome (and thoſe no mean) bleſſings,which 
continue ſtill the indefeiſible right 0 
mankind in general. 

10. As for thoſe other things which a 
liable to the reſtrictive terms of menm and 
tuum, "tis not to be deni'd but there is: 
vaſt difterence inthe diſpenſing them; as 
greatas Nathans parable deſcribes, when 
he ſpeaks of the numerous flocks of the# 
rich man, and the /ing/e ewe lamb of thek 

poor , 2. Sam. 12.2. yet there is ſcarce any 
ſo deplorably indigent, but that by one} 
means or other, he has or may have thei 

neceſſary ſupports of life. Perhaps they 4 
all * 


b z 
\ 
} 
F 
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-& fall not into his lap by birth-right and 
inheritance, yet. they are acquirable by 
labor and induſtry , which is perhaps the 
better tenure. They cannot it may be 
arrive to Sodoms fulneſs of bread, yet if 
-# they haye not her abundance of Idleneſs, 
Ez. 16. 40. they commonly need not want 
that, which was the hight of Agurs wiſh, 
vod convenient , Pro.30.8. Tis true indegd, 
T if they will fold their hands in their bo- 
: hifſom,it with Solomons Sluggard,they will not 
a plough by reaſon of the cold, they muſt take 
loſe his fate in the ſummer, as they have his 
7 be@ eaſe in the winter , they may beg mm harveſt , 
arc and have nothing , Prov. 20. 4. But then 'tis 
ichE viſible they are the Authors of their own 
; off neceſſities. And indeed to men of ſuch 
lazy careleſs natures, 'tis hard to ſay,what 
degree: of Gods —_— can keep them 
from want, ſince we often ſee the faireſt 
is fortunes diflipated as well by the ſupine 
asnegligence, as the riotous prodigality of 
1enÞ the owners. And therefore if mea will be 
theF idle, they arenot toaccuſe God, but them- 
the ſelyes if they be indigent. 
nyZ 11: BuT then rhere is one caſe where- 
DneFin men ſeem more incyitably expos'd, and 
the ® that is when by age, ſickneſs, ordecre- 
by 2 pitneſs, they .are diſabled from work , 
all ? Or 


y 
3 


* 
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of when their family is roo numerous for 
their work to maintain. And this indeed 
ſeems the moſt forlorn ſtate of povyerty: 
yet God has provided for them alſo, by 
aſſigning ſuch perſons to. the care of the 
rich:nay he has put an extraordinary mark 
of favor on them, given them the honor 
of being his proxies and repreſentatives, 
made them letters of Attorny ( as it were) 
to demand relief in his name, and upon his 
account. And tho 'tis too true, thatevyen 
that: Autority will not prevail with many 
of the rich to open their purſes, yet eyen in 
this Age of frozen charity, there are ſtill 
ſome who remember upon what terms| 
they received their wealth, and employ! 
it accordingly. And tho the number of 
them is nor A great as were to be wiſht, 
= there are in all parts ſome ſcattered 
ere and there like C:tzes of refuge inthe® 
Land, Deur. x9. 2. to which theſe poor; 
diſtreſſed creatures may flee for ſuccour.j 
And I think I may ſay, that between} 
the legal proviſions that are madein this} 
caſe, and voluntary contributions, there} 
are not yery many that want the things} 
that are” of abſolute neceſſity: and we 
know St.Paul comprizes thoſe.in a ſmall? 
compals , food and raiment , — 
them 3 
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them as ſufficient materials of Content, 
1 Tim. 6.8. I ſay not this to contract 
any mans bowels, or leſſen his compaſſi- 
ons to ſuch poor wretches. For how much 
ſoever they lend, I wiſh as Joabdid inan- 
other caſeto Dawid, the Lord zncreaſe it 
@ hundred fold, 2 Sam. 24. 3. 1 only urge 
it as an cyidence of the aſſertion Iam to 
prove, that no manis ſo pretermitted by 
God, or his diſpoſal of cemporals, but 
that even he that ſeems the moſt aban- 
don'd has a ſhare in his Providence, and 
conſequently cannot juſtly murmur, ſince 
even this {tate which is the higheſt in- 


{ ſtance of human indigence, is not with- 


out its reccits from God. 

12. But the number in this form are 
but few, compar'd to thoſe in a higher ; 
for between this & the higheſt affluence , 
how many intermedial degrees are there , 
in which men partake nor only of the ne- 
ceſlaries, but comforts of life ; that have 


# not only food and raiment, but their di- 
* ſtintion of Holy-day and Working day, 
& fare and apparel? He thatis but one ſtep 
; advanced from beggery has ſo much, he 


that has got to a ſecond has more then is 
neceſſary, and ſo every degree riſes in 


s plenty rill it comes to vanity and exceſs. 


F And 


— 
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and eyen there too there are gradual ri- 
ſings, ſome having ſo much fewel for 
luxury, that they are at as great a loſs for 
invention, as others can be for materials, 
and complain that there are no farther 
Riots lefr for them to eſſay. How many 
are there who have ſo cloi'd and glutrediF 
their ſenſes, that they want ſome other} 
inlets forpleſure, and with the rich man} 
inthe Goſpel, are indiſtreſs where ro be-W 
ſtow their abundance ? 

13. AND ſure fuch as theſe cannot de- 
ny that they have receiv'd good things, 
yet generally there'are none leſs conten- 
ted; which is a clear demonſtration that 
our repinings proceed not from any de- 
fect of bounty in God, but from the ma- 
lignant temper of our own hearts. Andas 
itis ancaſier thing to ſatisfy the cravings 
of an hungry, then to cure the nauſcous® 
recoilings of a ſurfcited ſtomach; ſo cer-# 
—_ the diſcontents of the poor, are} 
much eaſier allai'd then thoſe of the rich. 
The indigence of the one has contracted} 
his deſires,and has taught him not to look | 
farther thena little beyond bare neceſſa- 
ries, ſo thata moderate Alms ſatisfies, and 
a liberal tranſports him : but he who by a 
pexpetual repletion has his deſires — 

and # 
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andexrtended, is capable of no ſuch fariſ- 
fation. When his enjoiments foreſtall all 
particular purſuits, and he knows not up- 
on what to faſten his next wiſh ; yeteyen 
then he has ſome confus'd unform'd ap- 
petites, and thinks himſelf miſerable be- 
cauſe he cannot tell what would make 


# him more nappy” And yer this is that en- 
2 vid ſtate whic 


men with ſo much gree- 
dineſs aſpire to. Every man looks on itas 
the top of felicity, to have nothing more 
to wiſh in the World. And yet alas eyen 
that when attain'd, would be their ror- 
ment. Let men neyerthink then that con- 
rentement is to be caught by long and fo- 
reign chaces ; he is likelieſt to find it who 
ſits at home, and duly contemplates thoſe 
Bleſſings which God has brought within 
his reach, of which every man has a fair 


Z proportion , if he will adyert to it. 


14. Fox beſides theſe external acceſ- 


# ſions ( of which the meaneſt haye ſome, 
© the middle ſorta great deal, and the up- 
* permoſt rather roo much ) .man is a prin- 
, cipality within himſelf , and has in his 
| compoſure ſo many excellent impreſſes of 


his Makers power and goodneſs, that he 
necd not ask leave of any exterior thing 
to be happy , if he know bur aright how 

2 ro 


—— — 
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to value himſelf; the very meaneſt part 
ofhim, his body, is a picceof admirable 
workmanſhip, of a moſt incomprehenſi- 
ble contrivance, as the Pſalmiſt ſaies, he 
ts fearful.y and wonder fully made ; and 'tis 
aſtoniſhing to think of what aſymmetry 
of parts this beautiful Fabric is made up. 
Nor are they only for ſhew, but uſe : eve- 
ry member, every limbis endowed with 
a particular faculty to make it ſervieeable 
to the whole; and that admirable con- 
rexture of yeins and arteries, finewsand 
muſcles, nerves and tendons , none are ſu- 


P—_ , but ſome way or other contri- 


ute to vegetation , ſetiſe, or motion. Nay 
the moſt noble and moſt uſeful parts are 
all of them double, not only as a referve 
in caſe of miſadyentureof one part; bur 
alſo as an inſtance of the bounty of the 
Donor. And indeed it is obfervable of 
Galen in his Writings, that after he had 
taken great care to exemt himſelf and all 
of his Profeſſion from taking notice of 
the Deity, by ſaying, That to diſcourſe 
concerning the Gods, was the task of ſpe- 
culative Philofophers; yet coming to 
write de uſu partinm, and conſidering the 
frame of humane Bodies, and therein diſ- 
covering the wonderful contrivance of e- 
very 
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very part in reference toitsſelf, andalſo 
ro the whole, their _— , agility , and 
yarious moyement, infinitly ſurpaſſing 
the powers of all Mechanic Engines, he 
ſeems to have had the fate we read of Sau/ 
in holy Scripture, and againſt his roma 
and purpoſe, to become a Prophet, break- 
ing Croats out into Hymns and ſacred 
raptures; ſaying, theſe Myſteries are mort 
Divine then the Samothracianor Eleuſint- 
an; and confeſling they both ſtrictly re- 
quire, and infinitly excel the low returns 


of human praiſe. But beyond the fabric 


of parts as organic, what an extract of 
wonder are our ſenſes, thoſe five operati- 
ons of the Lord as the ſon of Syrach rightly 
(and by way of eminence )ſtiles them, Ec. 
17. 5? By theſe we draw all outward ob- 
jects to ourſelyes. What were the beauties 
of the Univerſe to us, if we had not fight 
to behold them, or the moſt melodious 
ſounds, if we had not hearing ? and ſo of 
the reſt. And yet theſeare not only gene- 
rally given, bur alſo preſerv'd to the 
greater part of men: and perhaps would 
be to more, did not our baſe underyaluing 
of common mercies, force God ſomtimes 
to inſtru& us intheir worth , by making 
us feel whatiris to want them. 

IF. Mur- 


—_—_ — 
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15. MuLT1Ttupe of refreſhments alſo 
God has provided for our Bodies, parti- 
cularly "that of fleep, of which he. has 
bin ſo conſiderate, as in his diſtributions 
of time, to make aſolemn allotment for 
it: yet who almoſt when he lies down con+ 
ſiders the mercy,or when he riſes refreſht, 
riſes thankful alſo? Burif our reſtatany 
rime be interrupted by the cares of our 
mind, or pains of our bodies, then, (and 
not till then) we conſider, that 'tis God 
who gtves his beloved ſleep , Plal. 127.2. and 
think it a bleſſing worth our efteem. Thus 
it is with health, ſtrength, and every thin 
elſe, we deſpiſe it whilſt we have it, and 
impatiently. deſire it whilſt we have it 
not; but in the interim ſure we cagnot 
complain, that Gods hand is ſhortned to- 
wardsus, when in the ordinary courſe of 
his Providence we commonly enjoy theſe 
Mercies many years, which we find ſo 
much miſs of, if they be withdrawn but 
for a few hours. And indeed, there is 
not a greater inſtance of human pravi- 
ty then our ſenſeleſs contemr of Bleſ- 
ings, merely becauſe they are cuſtoma- 
ry; which in true reaſon is an argument 
why we ſhould prize them the more. 
When we deal with men, we diſcern - 

we 
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well enough, he that gives me once 100 
pounds, I account not ſo much my Be- 
nefactor, as if he made it my annual re- 
venue; yet God muſt loſe his thanks, by 
multiplying his favors; and his benefits 
grow more inviſible by their being al- 
waies before us. 

16. But the Body (with its enjoi- 
ment) is but the loweſt inſtance of Gods 
bounty, 'tis but a decent caſe for that 
ineſtimable Jewel he has pur in it: the 
Soul, like the Ark, is the thing for which 
this whole Tabernacle was framed, and 
that is a ſpark of Divinity in which alone 
it is that God accompliſhed his deſign of 
making man in his own image , Gen. 1.26. 
'Twould be too long to attemt an exact 
ſurvey of itsparticular Excellencies. The 
mere intellectual powers wherewith itis 
indued, have exerciſed the-curioſity and 
raiſed the admiration of the great con- 
templations of Nature inall Ages; yer af- 
ter all, of ſoſubtile compoſure is the ſoul , 
that it is inſcrutable even to itſelf: and 
tho the ſimpleſt man knows he has the 
faculties of Imagination, Apprehenſion , 
Memory, RefleQing; yet he learnedſt 
cannot aſſign where they are ſeated, orb 
what means they operate. 'Tis enoug 

ro 
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to us that we haye them, and many ex- 
cellent uſes for them ; one whereof ( and 
a moſt neceſſary one) is a thankful re. 
flexion on the goodneſs of God who gave 
them. He might have made us in the 
very loweſt form of Creatures, inſenſible 
ſtocks or ſtones; or ifhe had adyanc'd us 
a ſtep higher, he might have fixtus among 
mere Animals, made us perhaps of the 
noxious,at beſt of the tamer ſort of beaſts; 
but he has plac'd us in the higheſt rank of 
viſible creatures, and not only given us 
Dominion over the works of his hands Pal. 
8.6. but has given us Reaſon wherewith 
to — that Soyeraignty, without 
which we hadonly binthe more maſterleſs 
ſort of brutes. 

17. YET till the Soul is to be conſi- 
der'd in a higher notion, that of its Im- 
mortality and capacity of endleſs Bliſs ; 
and here indeed it owns its extraction, 
and is an Image of the firſt Being , whoſe 
felicity is coexiſtent with himſelf; this, 
as it is the moſttranſcendent accompliſh- 
ment of our Nature, ſo itis moſt univer- 
ſal. Whatever diſparity there may be- 
tween man and man in other reſpects, 
yet in this all are equal. The poor beg- 
ger at the gate has a Soul as capacious of 

Eter- 
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eternal happineſs ,. as he whoſe crumbs he 
begs for {nay ſomtimes betrer prepar'd 
for it, asthatparable ſhews, Luke 16.11.) 
And tho the: dignities of earth are the 
prize ofthe rich and noble, the ſubtle and 
deſigning;yet heaven js as cafily mounted 
from the Jang-hill asthe throne, andan 
honeſt ſimplicity will ſooner bring us thi- 
ther,..then-all the Machiavelian policy, 
Nay God has not only deſign'd us to ſo 
glorious an end, but has don all on his 
paxt toſecure us of it, ſenthis Son tolea 

us the way, his ſpirit ro quicken us in 
it. We need not diſpute how univerſal 
this is 3: 'tis ſure it concerns all rowhom 
I am now ſpeaking, thoſe that are within 
the pale of the Church: and if it ſhould 
proye confin'd only to them, the more 
peculiar is their obligation, that are thus 
ſingled out from the reſt of 'the world), 
and: the: greater ought ro be their, thank- 
fulneſs. "The heathen Philoſopher made 
it matter-of his ſolemn acknowledgment 
to fortune, that he was born a Grecian and 
not a Barbarian: and ſurethe adyantages 
of our -Chtiſtianity are of a much higher 
ſtrain ,-+and - ought -to. be -infinitly 'more 
celebrated: The Apoſtlewe find often ap- 


 plaudisg| this glorious priyilege , as that 
T- _ G 
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which makes us fellow citizens with thi 
Saints , and of the houshotd of God, Epheſ.4| 
19:nay which eleyates us to a higher ſtare, 
the adoption of ſons, Gal? 4. 5: not only 
Sons, but Heirs alf6 of God and joint Henry 
with Chriſt , Rom.'$: 17. And what ambi- 
tion is there ſo greedy which this will 
not ſatisfy ? yer his is our common ſtate; 
the birth-right of our regeneration, if 
we do not degrade our ſelyes, and with 
E/aubaſely ſell our title. nr 213012059 
18. AND now methinks every may 
mayinterrogate himfelf in the fame forn; 
wherein Jonadab did Ammon, 2 Sam. 13.4 
Why art thou,being the Kings ſon, thus leas 
om day to day? Why thould a Perfon whe 

is adopted by the King of Kings, thus 
languiſh and pine ? Whar is there below 
the ſun worthy his notice, muchlefs his de- 
fires, that hath a Kingdom above it Cer- 
tainly did we but know how to' eſtimate 
our felves upon this account, 'twere im- 
offible for us with fuch fordid conde- 
cenſions to court every petty worldly in: 
tereſt, and ſoimpatiently vex our ſelves 
when we cannot attain it. Alas how un- 
worthily do we bear the name of Chri- 
ftians, when that which carried the Fore- 
fathers of our Faith thro the moſt fiery pr 
Sy 
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als, carinot ſupport us/ under the difap- 
pointment -of any ' extrayagant. defire ? 
They had ſuch re/pett to the recompence of 
nly the reward, Heb. 11. 26. as made them 
7716 cheerfully expoſe their Fame to ignomi- 
bi ny, their Goods to rapine , their Bodies to 
= moſt . exquiſite tortures, and their 
te; Lives todeath. Yerthe ſame hopes can- 
iff} notwork us toany tolerable degree of pa- 
ich} tience, when we ſuffer but the ſmalleſt 
-.1 diminution in any of theſe. What ſhall 
ag} we ſay ? is Heaven grown lefs yaluable 
ml or Earth more then it was then ? No ſure- 
4 ly, but weare mote infatuared in our efti- 
aa mates, we have ſo long aberred the rival- 
ho ry of the harid-maid, thar the Miſtreſs, 
usY like Sarab;appears deſpicable. Like Jonah 
»wil we fit down ſullen uponthe withering of 
le-E agourd, never conſidering that God lias 
er- provided us aberter ſhelter, a buiideng of 
te God eternal im the Heavens, 2 Cor. 5.1. In- 
mn: deed there can be no temporal deſtitution 
e- fo great, which ſuch an expectation can- 
n: not make ſupportable. Were we in Jobs 
es condition fitting upon a dunghil; and 
n- | ſcraping our ſelves with a porſheard, yer 
i- as long as we ſay with him our Redeemer 
e- | #veth, Job. 19.25, we have all reafonto 
i- 8 ſay with him alſo , b/zfed be the name f the 
s, | G 2 ord 
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Lord, "Ch. 1.21:What a madneſs isit then 
for-us to-expoſe our ſelyes to be pierc'd 
and-wounded by every temporal adverſe 
ry; who haveſo impenetrable an armour! 
nay What an ungrateful contumely is-it 
to that goodneſs of God, to ſhew that we 
cannot make him a counterpoiſe to the 


*  moſtrrivial ſecular ſatisfaction ? on which 


account ſure he we again take up that 
exprobrating complaint we find in the 
Prophet,, A goodly price that I was valued 
at them, Zac. 11.13. 

19. Bur how mean ſoever he is in our 
cies, tho Chriff ſeem the ſame to us in his 
plory which he did in his abjection, to 

ave no beauty that we ſhould defire him; 
yer he puts another rate upon himſelf, 
and tells us that he that loves Father or 
Mother, Son or Daughter more then me, 
. 15 not worthy of me , Mat. 10. 37. Now our 
love and our joy are paſſions coincident, 
and therefore whateyer we joy more in 
then we do in him, we may bepreſum'd 
to loye better; and if he cannor endure 
the competition of thoſe more ingenuous 
objects of our love he there mentions,how 
will he ſuffer that of our yanities, our 
childiſh wanton appetites ? Andyet thoſe 
are the things after which we ſo impati- 
Eb P6 ently 
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ently-:rave; For» I believe I may. trul 

affirm ;-thatif there were a ſcrutiny ane; 4 
into all. the diſcontents of mankind, for 
one'that. were faſtned upon any great con- 


ſiderable calamity, there are many thar: 


are. founded only in 'the irregularity of 
our own defires. . | 

20,” By: what has bin ſaid we may juſt- 
ly conclude in the Prophets phraſe, God 
hath not bin to us a wilderneſs, a landof 
darkneſs, Jer. 2. 31. but has graciouſly 
diſpenc'd to us in all our intereſts. Yerthe 
inſtances here given arc only common, 
ſuch as relate to all, | or at ſeaſt the far 
greater part of mankind: but what yo- 
lums might be made, ſhould eyery: man 
ſer down his own particular experiences 
of mercy # In that caſe'twould be noex- 
travagant Hyperbole we find, Job:22.25. 
T hat even the world it ſelf could not contain 
the books which. ſhould be written. God 
knows our memories are very frail, and 
our obſeryations ſlight in this point: yet 
abſtrating from all the forgotten or neg- 
lected fayors, what vaſt Catalogues may 
every man make to himſelf, if he would 
but yet recolle&t, whatefteRs he has had 
of Gods bounty in giving , of his provi- 
dence-in protecting, ..of his grace in re- 

ſtraining, 
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ſtraining and exciting of his patience in 
forbearing ? And wa br all theſe pro« 
ductions of the divine pogdneſs were ne- 
yer deſfign'd ro die in the birth. The Pfal- 
miſt will rell us, The Lord bath fo don bu 
marvellons works , that they ought to be had 
inremembrance , P\.111. 3. Let every man 
then make it his daily care to recount to 
himſelf the wonders God hath don, as fot 
the children ofmen in general, ſo for him- 
ſelf in particular. When the Ifraclites 
murmured. under their bondage , Phd- 
ravh impures it to their idleneſs, and 

ſctibes them more work, as the rea- 
dieſt cure: 4 piece indeed of inhuman 
Tyranny in him, but.may with equity 
| and ſucceſs be practiced by us upon our 
ſelves. When we findour appetites mu- 
tinous, complaining of our preſent con- 
diriot1, let us ſet out ſelyes to work , im- 
poſe ir as a task upon our felyes to re- 
colle& the many taſtinces of Gods mer- 
cies. And ſurely. if we do ir. fincerely, 
and with intention, we cannot haye paſt 
thro half our ſtages, before our ſullen 
Mmutimurs will be beat 'out of counte- 
nance , and retire with ſhame, when they 
are confronted with ſuch a cloud of wit- 
fieſſes , ſuch ſignal reſtimonies of Gods 
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oodneſs to us: for when we haye mu- 

erd up all our little grievances, moſt 
critically examin'g all our wants, we ſhall 
find them yery unproportionable to our 
comforts, and tour receits ; in which 
comparative notion, the next Scion is 
ro conſider them, 
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Of the Sarpluſage of our Enjoiments 


above our Suffermgs. 


I. O regulate our eſtimate of thoſe 

things which we either enjoy ot 
ſuffer, there are three precedent queries te 
be made: the firſt of cheir number or ple 
ty, theſecond of their weight, the thire 
of their conſtancy and continuance ; for 
according as they partake more of theſe 
properties eyery goodis more good , anc 
every evil is more evil. It will therefore 
be our beſt method of trial ih the pre 
ſent caſe, to.compare our bleſſings an 
our calamities in theſe three reſpects. 

2. AN Þ firſt *in that of plenty, the 
mercies of God are the ſource of all out 
' good, are ſet out ro us in holy ſcripture 
in the moſt /ayperlatve ſtrein, They art 
multitude, Pla.1x02.20 Plenteousredemti 
Pfal. 130. 7. as high as theheaven, Pf 
103.11. He fills all things living wit 
Plenteonuſaeſs , Plal.145.16. His a i 
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deed are ſuch: as come not within the 
compals. of number, bur ſtretch them- 
ſelves to infinity, and are beſt repreſent- 
ed by ſuch acalculation as God made to 
Abraham , when he ſhew'd him the nu- 
merouſneſs of his poſterity by the innu- 
merableneſs of the ſtars, Gen. 15. 5. Were 
there but a Gngle mercy apportion'd to 
each minute of our lives, x ſum would 
ariſe very; high: but how is our Arithme- 
tic confoundgd ; when every minute has 
more then ,we can diſtinctly number ? 
For beſides the original ſtock mention'd 
in- the laſt ſection, and the acceſſion of 
new bounty, the giving us ſomewhat 
which we had not before; whatan accu- 
mulative mercy is it, the preſerving what 
we have? We are made up of ſo many 
pieces, haye ſuch varictics of intereſts, 
ſpiritual, temporal, public,and private;for 
our ſelves,for our friends,and dependants; 
that it is not a confuſed. general regard 
that will keep all theſe in ſecurity one mo». + 
ment. We are like a vaſt building, which 
coſts as much to maintain, as to eret.And 
indeed conſidering the corruptibleneſs of 
our materials,” our preſeryation is noleſs 
a.work of omnipotence, then our farſt 
forming ; nay perhaps 'tis rather a greater. 

' "08 Our 
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Dur original clay tho it had no aptneſs,; 
i had no aycrfions to the receiving 
2hamanform ; but was in the hand ofthe 
potrer to make it what he pleaſed ; but we 
now have principles of decay within us, 
which vehemently tend ro diſſolution; 
we want the ſupplies of ſeyeral things 
withour us, the Fling whereof return us 
again to our duſt. Nay we do nor only 
need the aid, but we fear the hoſtility of 
outward things. That very air which ſom- 
times refreſhes us , may at another ſtarve 
and freeze us: that which warms and 
comforts, has alſo a power of conſu- 
ming us. Yea that very meat which nu- 
riſhes, may choak and ſtifle us. In a 
word, there is no creature ſo deſpicable,ſo 
iticonfiderable , which may not ſomtimes 
ſerve us, and which may not at any time 
(if God permit) ruine us. Now whence 

is it that weſo conſtantly, ſo frequent! 
find the good, the benign efficacy of theſe 


things, and ſo ſeldom, ſo rarely the evil? I 


whence I ſay is it, but from the ative 
niweatied providence, which draws forth 
the better propetties of the creatures for 
our uſe, and reſtrains the worſet for our 
fecutity ? which with a particular adyet- 
renee watches not only oyer gvery Any 

" "1 _ 
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ſon, but over every ſeveral concern of 
that perſon. And how aſtoniſhing a con- 
templation is this ?If the mere ebbingand. 
flowing of the ſca, pur the omg, co 
into ſuch an extaſy, that he flung him 
ſelf into it. becauſe he could nar com> 
prehend the inſcrutable caufe of it; in 
what perpetual raptures of admiration 
may we be, who have every minute with- 
in us, and about us, more and greater woa- 
ders, and thoſe too in our fayar, when we: 
deſerye rather the divine power ſhould 
exert itſelfin our deſtruction ? 

3. Burt alas our danger from the vi- 
ſible creature, is little compar'd with 
thoſe from the ſpirits of darkneſs.H/e wre- 
ſthe not only with fleſh and blood , but with 
Principakties and Powers , with ſpiritual 
wickedneſs , &c. Eph. 6. 12. So inyeterats 
is the enmity betwean the Serpent and tha 
ſeed of the Woman in general, that he 
watches all adyantages againſt us., notan- 
ly in our ſouls, butevenourbodies., ous 


poods , and ineyery part of our concerns, 


hus we. ſee he not only aſſaulted Joh 
ſoul by the wicked nai _ bis 
Wife, ( with more cfc& ) his. body 
with boiles and: ſoxes, his palloſione a 
the Chaldeays and. Sabeans, and, the. ir 
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mages of himſelf, his deareſt Children, by 
a wird from the' wilderneſs. Job. r., And 
can we think Mis malice is now worn out? 
no ſurely he ſtill wiſhes as ill ro mankind 
as &yer, and we ſhould ſoon ſee. the woful 
efteds of it , did not the ſame power which 
ler him looſe for Fobs trial, reſtrain him 
for our ſafety. ' Nay had he bur power to 
aftright, tho nor to hurt us ; even that 
would make our lives very uncomforts; 
ble. Wecannor hear the relation of Spri; 
ghts or apparitions, but our blood chills 
upon it, and a horror runs thro otir veins: 
what ſhould we then do if he ſhould make 
his night-walks thro our chambers, and 
with bis illuſory terrors difturb our reſt? 
Yet all this and much more he would do, 
if God did not chain up this o/4 Dragon, 
Rev, 20. Nay if he were not at the ex: 
po of a guard abS$ur us, and thoſe ng 
$'then Angels. I ſhall not diſpute whe- 
ther every perſon hath ti6t. his'peculia! 
Guardian: for tho many have not impro- 
bably aſſerted it, we have ground enough 
of 4cquieſcence inthe general affirmario 
of the Apoſtle, that they are all xi fri 
Spirits , ſent forth to miniſter for them , whi 
ſhall be heires of Satvation, Heb. 1. 14. 
And now if the Reader pleafe ro ſun 
$254 j up 
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up how many arehis concerns , and how 


many-are the dangers which await him in 


them all, he cannor ſure render the-ac- 
count of thoſe mercies which preſerye 
the one, and diyert the other, in any othet 
phraſe then that of the Pſalmiſk, T hey are 
more then I am able to expreſs, Pſa.40.7. 
4. WE may now challenge the moſt 
miſerable, or the moſt querulous man 
living , to produce cauſes of complaint, 
proportionable to thoſe of thanks-giving. 
He that has the greateſt ſtock of calami- 
ties, can neyet vyewith the heaps of be- 
nefits; the difproportion is-greater then 
that of the Armies of Ahab and Benha- 
dad, 1 Kings. 20. 27. whereof the one 
was like #220 /ittle flocks of Kids , theother 
filled the country. ' God has told'us that 
he affht#s not willinghy, nor grieves the chit- 
dren of men, Lam. 3.33. whereas onthe 
contrary , he 4, wr in mercy. Mich.7. 
18., We may judge by our ſelyes which 
he'is likelieſt often'torepete, thoſe acts 
whichhe doth with regret and reluQancy, 
or thoſe which he do's with pleſure and 
'delighr. But we need no inferences where 
'we 'have the atreſtation of experience. 
Let'every man therefore make this his 
judge in this caſe, let him eyery night 
at re- 
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xecolle&t, how many things within and 
abour him he is concern'd in, and com 
ſider how many of thoſe have bin pre, 
ſerv'dintire to bim , ſtill accounting every 
thing ſo continued as a new donation. If 
he begin with his Spiritual ſtare, 'rist 
ofſible he may ſomrimes find he has lof 
is innocence, commirted ſome , perhaps 
many ſins: but even intheſc he will find 
cauſe to juftify God , if he da bur recol- 
le& with what inward checks and admo- 
pitions , and outward reſtraints, God hag 
endeyored to bridle him. If he will breakW* 
thro thoſe fences, that do's.not atall de-}P" 
rogate from the mercy of God which fo 
guarded him , bur it rather illuſtrates hi 
goodneſs, that after ſo many quenchings** 
of his Fpixit, do's yet continuo its influ-W 
cat © mars v—__ that has the moſt 
epagradtly yiolated his integrity, is yet to 
confeſs that Gods pu - 1m nh 
prolery's it: intire: and he might really ſo 
ave kept it, had he compli'd with thoſe 
aids which were afforded him. Bur in tem- 
poral concerns we are not ſo apt to under- 
mine our ſelves, and therefore ſhallmuch 
moe rarely find we have ſuffer'd detri- 
mentin them, then in, our ſpiritual; but 
are there ordinarily like, to meer with. 


better 
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a. © better account. Leta man therefore coh- 
ef fider what is lacking to him 6f all the ſe- 
ry | eulat good things. he had in the- morn- 
if ing; and tell me whether for the moſt 
t 
ps 


part he may not give ſuch anaccourit, as 
the 1/aehtiſh officers did of rheir men 
after the ſlaughter of the Midrentes; that 
he hath not lot 6ne; Nutmn. 31: 39. Ot if 
ſomtimes he do ſuffer a diminution, yet 
atthe wotſt he will find that many mote 
po0d things have bin preſerv'd to him, 
hen have bin taken from him: Aman 
may perhaps meet with ſame darhimage in 
fois <ltate, yet tis manifold odds that that 
Jamimage is but partial, arid that he has 
ill more left then is loſt. Or if it be 
more intite; yer if he have his health ; his 
linibs, his ſenſes;his friends;ahd all things 
beſidehis eſtate leſt him , ſo that for one 
ing he has loſt, he ſtill teraitis a multi- 
de, he nidy ſay 6f it as the Diſciples of 
he few Loayes;what is this among [6 many, 
Mar. 14. t 7. Ariſtippus being bemoan'd for 
he loſs of a Farm;repli'd with ſome ſharp- 
eſs upon his Cofidoler, you have biit one 
eld, andI haye yetthree left; why ſhould 
not rather grieye for you ? intirtiatitg 
hat a main is not {6 much ro eſtimate whar 
ter $'< has loſt , as what he has left; A piece 
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of wiſdom. which if we would tranſcribe, 
we might quickly convince ourſelyes,t 
even in our moſt adverſe eſtatethere are 
Elijah ſpeaks,more with us then agamF#? u; 
2 King. 6.16. that our enjoiments are more 
then our ſufferings, and God aGts of grace 
do far out-number thoſe of his ſeyerity.. 
5. And as they do. out-number, ſo all 
do they. out-weigh them. The mercie 
- we receive from God are (as the laſt $ 
Rion has'ſhew'd) of the greateſt impor 
tance; the moſt ſubſtantial ſolid goods 
and the greateſt of all, I mean thoſe whid 
_ -concern our eternal ſtate, are ſo firmly fi 
onus, that unleſs we will-yoluntarily qui 
our clame, 'tis not in the power s þ- ; 
or devils to defeat us. Light bodies ar 
eaſily blown away by every guſt of wind 
but this weight of glory,as the Apoſtle ca 
it, 2 Cor. 4. 17. continues firm and 
ble, 'is proof againſt all ſtorms , like tl 
ſhadow of agreat rock ina weary Land.1ſa 
32.2, Thoſe dark 'adumbrations we hay 
of it, might have ſeryed to refreſh at 
deceive the tediouſneſs of our pilgrima 
and therefore the moſt formidable cal 
mities. of this life are below all mefuresc 
compariſon with this hope of our calling 
this riches of the glory of our inheritant 
n | Epi 
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Eph. 3. 16. The heavieſt and moſt preſſing 
of our afflitions are tothat , bur Hike the 
2M [124M duſt of the balance: Eſa. 40. 15. fo 
uf} fharif we ſhould here ſtop ourinquiſition, 
ore we have a ſufficient reſolution ot the pre- 
ji ſent queſtion, and muſt conclude, that 
. | God: has given us an abundant. counter- 
| =_- of all, we either do or can ſuffer 
cre. 

6. I r therefore there be any ſo for- 
lorn as to tempofals, that he can fetch 
thence no evidenceof Gods fatherly care 
of him, yet this one conſideration may 
ſolve his doubts, and convince him that 
he is not abdicated by him. We read of 
no gifts e Abrahamgave Iſaac, yertothe 
ſons of the concubins 'tis ſaid he did, Gen: 
nat 25- 6. It had bin a very fallacious infe- 
rence, if T/aac ſhould have concluded 
himſelf negleted, becauſe his far greater 
portion was but in reverſions. And it 
will be the ſamein any of us, if we argue 
an unkindneſs from any temporal wants 
who have the entail of an eternal inheri- 
rance. But ſurely God do's not leave himſelf 
without witneſs , AC. 14. 17.cven in ſecu- 
lar things; there is no man breathing but 
has ſome bleſſings of his left hand, as well 
as his right, as I hayc already mention'd ; 
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of wiſdom, which if we would tranſcribe, 
we might quickly convince ourſelyes,that 
even in our moſt adverſe eſtatethere are as 
Elijah ſpeaks,more with us then agamF? us, 
2 King. 6.16. that our enjoiments are more 
then our ſufferings, and God aQts of grace 
do far out-number thoſe of his ſeyerity.. , 

5. AnD as they do out-number ,' ſo alſs 
do they. out-weigh them. The mercies 
- we receiye from God are ( as the laſt Se; 
Rion has'ſhew'd) of the greateſt impor; 
tance; the moſt ſubſtantial ſolid goods; 
andthe greateſt of all, I mean thoſe which 
_ concern our eternal ſtare, are ſo firmly fixt 
onus, that unleſs we will yoluntarily quit 
our clame, *tis not in the power of men 
or devils to defeat us. Light bodies are 
eaſily blown away by every guſt of wind, 
but this weight of glory,as the Apoſtle calls 
it, 2 Cor. 4. 17. continues firm and fſta- 
ble, 'is proof againſt all ſtorms , like the 
ſhadow of agreat rock ina weary Land. 1fai, 
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32.2, Thoſe dark adumbrations we have} * 
of it,- might haye ſeryed to refreſh/ and} 
deceive the tediouſneſs of our pilgrimape,ſ * 
.and therefore the moſt formidable calzf * 
mities of this life are below all meſures ol ls 
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Eph. 3. 16. The heavieſt and moſt preſſing 
i our afflictions are tothat , bur ike the 
ſmall duſt of the balance: Eſa. 40. 15. ſo 
that if we ſhould here ſtop ourinquiſition , 
we have a ſufficient reſolution ot the pre- 
ſent queſtion, and muſt conclude, that 
God has given us an abundant. counter- 
_" of all, we either do or can ſuffer 
ere, 

6. I r therefore there be any ſo for- 
lorn as to tempofals, that he can fetch 
thence no evidenceof Gods fatherly care 
of him, yet this one conſideration may 
ſolve his doubts, and convince him that 
he is not abdicated by him. We read of 
no gifts e Abrahamgave Iſaac, yettothe 
ſons of the concubins 'tis ſaid he did, Gen: 
25. 6, Ir had bin a very fallacious infe- 
rence, if T/aac ſhould have concluded 
himſelf negleted, becauſe his far greater 
portion was but in reverſions. And it 
will be the ſamein any of us, if we argue 
an unkindneſs from any temporal wants 
who have the entail of an eternal inheri- 
rance. But ſurely God do's not leave himſelf 
without witneſs , AC. 14. t7.cven inſecu- 
lar things; there is no man breathing but 
has ſome bleſſings of his lefthand, as well 
as his right, asIhayealready mention'd ; 
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and unleſs it be ſome few prodigies of 
Calamity, in whoſe puniſhment or pati- 
ence God deſigns ſignally to glorify him: 
ſelf, there are none who enjoy not great- 
er comforts of life then thoſe they want, 
I mean ſuch as arereally greater, tho per- 
haps, totheirprejudicate fancies they do 
not appear ſo. Thus in point of health, 
ifa man be diſaffected in one part, yer 
all the reſt of his body may be (and of- 
ren is) well; or if hethaye a complica- 
tion, and have more then one difeaſe, 
yer there is no man that has all, or half 
fo many as are incident tro human Þbo- 
dies, ſo that he is comparatively more 
healthy then ſick. So again ir is not ve- 
ry common fora man to loſea limb, or 
fenſe; the generality of men keep them 
ro theirlaſt; and they who do, have in 
that an overbalance ro moſt outward 
adyerſities; and even they who are fo 
unhappy to loſe one, yet commonly 
keep the reſt; atleaſt the Major part: orif 
at any time any man is left a mere breath- 
ing trunk, yet it is by ſuch ſtupifying 
diſeaſes as dead the ſenſe, or ſuch mor- 
tal ones as ſoon take them away ; and ſo 
the remedy overtakes the Malady. Be- 
fides it pleaſes God very often, to make 

com- 
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compenſation for the want of one mem- 
ber or faculty by improving the uſe of 
another. We have ſeen feer ſupply all 
the neceſſary uſes of hands to thoſe who 
have had none; and it is a. thing of daily 
obſeryation that men that are blind, haye 
the greater internal light: have their in- 
tellects more vigorous and active, by their 
abſtractions from viſible objects. 

7. Taus alſoit is in the matter of 
wealth; hethatis forced to get his bread 


by the ſweat of his browes, 'tis true he 


cannot have thoſe delicacies wherewith 


rich men abound, yet his labor helps him 


toa more poignant , more ſavory ſauce 
then a whole Colledg of Epicures can 
compound. His hunger gives a higher 
gull to his dry cruſt, then the ſurfeited 

omach can find in the moſt coſtly , moſt 
elaborate mixtures: ſo verifying the ob- 
ſervation of Solomon, the full foul hatheth 
the hony comb , buf to the hungry ſout e- 
verybitter thing ts ſweet , Prov.27.7. He 
cannot indeed Pretth himſelf upon his bed of 


Toory, Am. 6. 4. yet his fleeps are ſoun- 

der then thoſe that can. The Wiſe man 

tells us, andexperience do's ſotoo, that 

the ſleep of a laboring man ts ſweet , Ecclef. 
I 2 


5- 12. He is not clothed Gorgeouſly , 
has 
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has not the ſplendor of glittering appa- 
rel, ſo neither has he the care of con- 
triving it , the fears of being fore-ſtal'd 
in anew inyention, or any of thoſe un- 
manly ſolicirudes which atrend that va- 
nity. He has the proper genuine uſe of 
clathing ; the preventing ſhame and cold, 
and is happily determin'd to that which 
the wiſer men of the world have volun- 
tarily choſen. To conclude, he has one 
advantage beyond all theſe; his neceſſi- 
ties reſcue him from idleneſs, and all its 
conſequent temtations ; which is ſogreat 
a benefit, that if rich men be not their 
own task-maſters as his wants are his, if 
they do not provide themſelves of bufſi- 
neſs, thar one want of theirs is infinitly 
more deplorable then all his : and he is 
not anly happy camparatively with him- 
ſelf, in having better things then he wants, 
bur with them alſo. 

8. IF we come now to reputation 
and fame, the account will be much the 
ſame, he that is eminentinthe world for 
ſome great atchievement, is ſer up as an 
object of every mans remark ; when as his 
excellencies on the one hand are viſible, 
ſo his faults and blemiſhes are on the o- 
ther. And as human frailty makes it too 

pro- 
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robable, theſe later will be really more,ſo 
uman enyy makes it ſure that they ſhall 
be more preciſely , more curiouſly obſer- 
ved, and moreloudly blazon'd. So that 
upon the whole, a good quiet ſecurity, 
thoitbe not the road to glory, yertis rhe 
likelieſt fence againſt intamy. And in- 
deed he that can keep up the repute of 
a ſober integrity within his own pri- 
yate ſphere, need not envy the trium- 
phant allies of others, which often meet 
with a fatal turn at the later end of the 
day. Bur 'twill be ſaid that even thar 
more moderate ſort of reputation is not 
every mans portion, but that many lie un- 
der great ignominy and ſcandals. I ſhall 
here ask whether theſe be juſt or unjuſt : 
If they be juſt they belong not to our 
preſent ſubje&t , which ml only to 
thoſe inflitions which are the effeRts of 
Gods immediate providence not of our 
own crimes: for Fneyer doubted but that 
by thoſe we may diveſt our ſelves of any, 
nay of all the good things God has de- 
fign'd us. Bur if the obloquy be unjuſt, 
tis probable that'tis taken up only by ill 
men, and that the good paſs a more e- 
quitable ſentence; and then ſurely the ar- 
reſtation of a few ſuch, is able to our- 
weigh 
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' weigha multitude of the others. Andin 
this caſe a man may not only find pa: 
tience butpleſure in reproches. Socrates 
lookt with trouble _\ jealouſy on him- 
ſelf when ill men commended him, ſay. 
ing, Whatill haveI don? andſurea Chri. 
ſtian has a farther reaſon'to be pleas'd 
with their revilings, they being his ſecu- 
oy againſt the woe pronounc'd to thoſe 
whom all men ſpeak well of , Lukes. 26. 
But ſomtimes it happens , that eyen good 
men areſeduc'd, andeitherby the artifi- 
ces of the wicked, or their own too haſty 
credulity , give credit to unjuſt reports, 
Andthis I confeſs is a ſharp trial to the in- 
jur'd perſon, yeteven this cannot often be 
univerſal ; there can ſcarce be any inno- 
cence ſo forlorn but that there may be 
opportunities of clearing it to ſome. or 0. 
ther, and by them propagating it to more, 
and if the cloud eyer come to be dif- 
ers'd their fame will appear with the 
Like luſter. But if none of this hap- 
pen, they haye yet a certain and more 
bleſſed retreat, eyen an appeal to the un- 
erring judg, who never beholds us with 
more approbation, then when weare un- 
der the unjuſt condemnation of men. In- 
deed we haye then a double tie upon him, 
not 
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notonly hisjuſtice buthis pity is concern'd 
in our cauſe. God particularly owns him- 
ſelf as the refuge of the oppreſſed, and 
there is ſcarce a ſharper and more ſenſible 
oppreſſion then this of Calumny : yet e- 
yen this proves adyantage, whilſt it pro- 
cures Gods immediate patronage, makes 
us the objects of his more peculiar care 
and compaſſion , who can make our righte- 
onſne/s as clear as the hight , Pſa.37.6. if he 
ſee it fit; but if in his wiſdom he chuſe 
not that for us, 'tis comfort enough for us 
that we have approv'd it to him. "Twas 
Elkanabs queſtion to Hannah in her dif- 
conſolation, Amnot I better to thee then 
ten Sons ? x Sam. x. 8. And ſure we may 
ſay the like of Gods approbation,thart'tis 
bettertous, I ſay notthenten, bur ten 
thouſand Eulogies of men. The very E- 
cho of it in the teſtimony of a good con- 
ſcience is an unſpeakable comfort, and 
this voice ſounds more audibly, more 
fweerly, among the loudeſt, the harſheſt 
accuſations of men. So that we ſee eyen 
this aſſault too is not withour its guard, & 
thefe waters of Marab,Exo.15.23.may be 

render'd not only wholeſom bur plefanr. 
9. I have now inſtanced in the rhree 
moſt general concerns of human life, the 
Body, 
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Body , Goods , and Fame, to which heads 
may be. reduced moſt of the afflitions 
incident to our out-ward ſtate, as far as 
immediately concerns our ſelyes. But 
there is no man ſtands ſo ſingle in the 
world,but he has ſome relations or friends 
in which he thinks himſelf intereſſed, and 
many times thoſe oblique ſtrokes which 
wound us thro them, are as painful as 
the more direct: yer here alſo God is 
ordinarily pleas'd to provide ſome allaies, 
| if we would buttake notice of them. He 
who has had one friend die, has ordina- 
rily divers others ſurviving; orif he have 
not that, uſually God raiſes him up others. 
'Tis true we cannot haye a ſucceſſion of 
Fathers and Mothers, yet we often have 
of other friends that are no leſs helpful 
to us: and indeed there are ſcarce in a- 
ny thing more remarkable evidences of 
Providence, then in this particular. He 
that 1s able out of ſtones toraiſe up chil- 
dren to Abraham , Mar. 3. 9. do's many 
times by as (= wh." 7, ran" ſup- 
ply friends to the deſolate. Burt we do ſom- 
times loſe our friends while they are li- 
ving, they withdraw their kindneſs which 
is the ſoul of friendſhip : and if this hap- 
pen by our own demerit, we canaccuſe 
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neither God nor them forit: nor can we 
rationally expe& that God ſhall provide 
ſupplies, when we wilfully deſpoile our 
ſelves. But when they are tinkind with- 
out proyocation, then is the ſeaſon for 
his interpoſition, who uſes to take up thoſe 
whom Father and Mother for ſake,Pſ.27.10. 
and we nanny ſee ſignal proofs of his 
care in exciting the compallions of other 
friends and relatives, or perhaps of mere 
ſtrangers. Nay ſomtimes God makes the 
inhumanity of a mans rclations , the oc- 
caſion of bis advantage. Thus the bar- 
barqus malice of Jo/ephs brethren was the 
firſt ſtep tro his Dominion over Egypr. 
And it is a common obſervation in Fami- 
lies, that the moſt diſcountenanc'd child 
oft makes better proof, then the dearl- 
ing. 

A WE are yet liable to a third affli- 
Rion by the calamity of our friends, 
which by the Sympathy of Kindneſs pref- 
ſes us no leſs (perhaps more) ſenfibl 
then our own: bur then 'tis to be pu” 
der'd that theirs are capable of the ſame 
allaying circumſtances that ours are, and 
God has the ſame arts of alleviating their 
burdens ; ſo that we have the ſame argu- 
ments for acquieſcence in their ſufferings 

that 
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that we have in our own, and ſhall do a 
more friendly office in impreſling thoſe 
upon them, then in the moſt paſlionare 
adopting their ſorrows. 

It. THE laſt and greateſt diſcomfort 
from friends, is that of their own : and if 
ever we may be allow'd thatdiſconſolate 
ſtrein of the Propher , Eſa. 22, 4. Tarn 
away from me , I will weep bitterly, labor 
wot to comfart me ; this ſeems to be the 
time: yer even this va/ly of Achor ts not 
without a door of hope , Hol. 2.15. A vici- 
pus perſon may be recalled, multitudes 
have bin; ſo that as long as God conti+ 
nues life, we ought na-more to depoſite 
our hope, then ro quit our endeyor. Be- 
ſides = are few that make this com- 
plaint that have not ſomthing to balance, 
or at leaſt to lighten it. I ſhall inſtance 
in that relation which is the neareſt and 
moſt tender, that of a Parent. He that 
has one bad child may have divers good. 
If he haye but one virtuous 'tis a very great 
mercy, and 'tis another that he may be 
the better taughr to value it by the op- 
poſition of the contrary. Bur if any be 
ſo unhappy as to have many children, and 
all to conſume his etes and grieve his heart , 
1 $am.2.3 3.it may be aſeaſonable a 

or 
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for him to examin how far he has contti- 
buted to it either by Zhes fond indul- 
gence, or by aremiſs and careleſs educa- 
tion: or which is worſt of all , by his moſt 
impious example. Ifany , or all ofthoſe be 
found the cauſe, he is not ſo much ro ſeek 
for allaies to his grief, as for pardon of his 
fin: and when he has penitently retra&ted 
his own fault, he may then have berrer 
ground of hope that God may reform 
thoſe of his children; In the mean time he 
may look on his ownaffliction in them as 
Gods diſcipline on him, and gather ar 
leaſt this comfort from it, that his hea- 
yenly Father has more cate of him, then 
he had of his; and do's not leaye him 
uncorrected. 
12. THus we ſee in all the concerns 
(which are the moſt common and im- 
ortant of human life, and wherein the 
Nteſt of our complaints are uſually 
founded) there is ſuch a temperature and 
mixture, that the good do's more then 
equal the ill, and not only inthe groffer 
bulk, when our whole ſtate is weighed 
together, but in every ſingle branch of 
it; God having herein dealt with, this 
little world Man, as he has don with the 
$reater, whercin he is obſery'd to have 
| K z fur- 
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furniſhed every country with Specific re- 
medies for their peculiar diſeaſes, I have 
only given theſe ſhort hints by way of 
eſſay and pattern for the Readers con- 
templation , which when he ſhall have ex- 
tended to all thoſe more minute particu- 
lars wherein he is eſpecially concern'd, 
more curiouſly compar'd his ſufferings 
with his allaies and comforts; I cannor 
doubt but he will own himſelf an in- 
ſtance of the truth of the preſent Theſis, 
and confeſs , that he has much more cauſe 
of thankfulneſs then complaint. 

13. THIs I ſay ſuppoſing his afflicti- 
ons to be of thoſe more ſolid and confide- 
rable ſorts I have before mention'd. Bur 
how many are there who have few or 
none of ſuch , who ſeem to be ſeatedin the 
land of Goſhen, in a place exemt from all 
the plagues that infe& their Neon 
And thoſe one would think ſhould give a 
ready ſuffrage to this concluſion, as ha- 
ving no temtation to oppugn it;yetIdoubt 
tis far otherwiſe, and that ſuch men are 
of all the moſt unſatisfied. For tho they 
have no croſſes of Gods impoſing, they 
uſually create a multitude to themſelves. 
And here we may ſay with David, 3t zs 
better to fall into the hand of God, then in- 
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to the hand of man, 2 Sam: 24. 14. tis eaſier 
ro bear the afflitions God ſends, then 
thoſe we make toourſelyes.. His are li- 
mited both for quantity and quality , bur 
our own are as boundleſs as thoſe extra- 
vagant deſires from which they ſpring. 
14. AND this is the true cauſe why con- 
tentment is ſo much a ſtranger to thoſe 
who haye all the outward cauſes of ir, 
they have no definite meſure of their de- 
ſires; 'tis not the ſupply of all their real 
wants will ſerye their rurn, their appe- 
tites are precarious and depend upon con- 
tingencies. They hunger not becauſe 
they are emty , but becauſe others are full. 
Many a man could have liked his own 
portion well enough, had he nor ſeen an- 
other haye ſomthing he liked better. Nay 
even the moſt inconſiderable things ac- 
quire a value by being anothers, when 
we deſpiſe much greater of our own. A- 
hab might well have ſatisfied himſelf with 
the Kingdom of 1/rael, had not Naboths 
poor plor lain in his cie: bur ſo raving 


(Were his deſires after it, that he diſreliſhes 


all the pomps of a Crown, yea the ordi- 
nary refreſhment of Nature, . can eat no 
bread till he have that to furniſh him with 
Sallads, 1 King. 21. 2. And how many 

are 
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are there now adaies whoſe clothes ſit un 
eaſy, if they ſee another haye had bur the 
luck to be a little more ingeniouſly yainz 
whoſe meat is unſayory if they have ſeen 
bur a greater rarity, a newer cookery at 
anothers Table; in a word who make o- 
ther peoples exceſſes the ſtandard of theit 
own felicities. 

15. Nox are our appetites only exci- 
ted thus by our outward objets, but 
precipitated and hurried on by our in- 
ward luſts. The proud man ſo longs fot 
homage and adoration, that nothing cai 
pleaſe him if that be wanting. Fama 
can find no guſt in all the ſenſualities 
the Perſian Court, becauſe a poor deſpi: 
cable Jew denies his abaiſance, Eſt. x 5.13, 
The luſtful ſo,jmpatiently purſues his im- 
pure deſigns, that any difficulty he meers 
in them, makes him pine and languitſh like 
Amnon, who could no way recover his 
own health bur by violating his ſiſters ho- 
nor, 2 Sam. 13.14. The revengeful labors 
under an Hydropic thirſt till he have the 
bloud of his enemy : all the liquor of 46 
ſoloms ſheep-ſheering could nor quench 
his, without the ſlaughter of his brother, 
2 Sam.1.29. And thus every one of our paſ- 
fions keeps ns upon the rack till they ——_ 

eſ 
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obtained their deſigns. Nay when they 
have, the very emtineſs of thoſe acqui- 
ſitions is a new torment, and puts us up- 
on freſh purſuits. 'Thus between the im- 

ouſneſs of our defires, and the emti- 
neſs of our enjoiments, we {ſtill d;/quzet 
our ſebves invain, Pſa. 39.7. And whilſt 
we have ſuch cruel task-maſters, 'ris nor 
ſtrange to find us groaning under our bur- 
dens. If we will indulge to all our vi- 
cious or fooliſh appetites, think our lives 


| bound up with them, and folicite the 


ſatisfation of them with as impatient a 
yechemence, as Rachel did for children, 
Gen. 30. x. give me themor I die: nowon- 


i: der. that we are alwaics complaining of 


diſappointments, fince in theſc the very 


© ſucceſs is a defeat,and is butthe exchange- 


ing the pain of a m_— ravenous ſto- 
mach, for that of a cloi'd and nauſeated. 
Indeed men of this temper condemn 


of chemſelvestoa perperual reſtleſsneſs,they 


are like phantaſtic mutineers, who when 
their ſuperiors ſend them blanks to write 
their own conditions, know not what will 
leaſe them: and even Omniportence it 
elf cannot ſatisfy theſe trill it have new 
moulded them, and reduced theit deſires 

to a certainty. 
16, BuT 
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16. BuT in the mean time how un 
juſtly do they accuſe God of illiberality; 
becauſe every thing anſwers not their hu- 
mor? He has made them reaſonable crea 
tures,and has provided them ſatisfactiong 
proportionable to their nature; bur if 
they .will have wild irrational expecta- 
tions, neither his wiſdom , nor his good- 
neſs is concern'd to ſatisfy thoſe. His 
ſupplies are real and ſolid, and therefore 
have no correſpondence to imaginary 
wants. If we will create ſuch to our ſelyes, 
why do we not create an imaginary fatis- 
faction to them ? *'Twere the merrier fren- 
zy of the two, to be like the mad Athe. 
2:21 that thought all the ſhips that came 
into the harbor his own : and 'twere bet: 
ter [x:0n like to have our Arms fill'd with 
a cloud, then to have them perpetually 
beating our own breaſts, and be ſtill ror- 
menting our ſelyes with unſatisfiable de- 
fires. Yet this is the ſtate to which men 
voluntarily ſubject themſelves, and then 

uarrel at God becauſe they will not let 
themſelves be happy. Burſure their ye- 
ry complaints juſtify God , and argue that 
he has dealt very kindly with them, and 
afforded them all the neceſſary accommo- 
dations of life; for did they want them, 
they 
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nj they. would-nor be ſo ſenſible of thewant 
y;f| of the other; He thatis at pertecieafamay 
wHf feel with ſome vexation the biting of a 
2a-£] flea or gnat , which would not be at all 0b 
ſeryable if-he were upon the rack. -And 
ſhould -God change theſcene, and make 
theſe nice: le feel the deſtirution-of 
neceſſaries z-all theſe regrers abour ſuper- 
fluities would be over-whelmed: In the - 
mean time how deplorable a thing, is it; 
ry that we are ſtill the poorer for Gods boun= 
S,ff| ry, tharthoſe to whom he has opened his 
SE hand wideſt; ſhould open their mouth ſa 
n-E roo, in-out-cries and murmurs ?.;For 1 
e-N think Emay fay that generally , thoſe that 
ach are the fartheſt remoy'd from want, are 
t: fo from: content too; they rake no notice 
th} of all the real ſubſtantial bleſſings they 
ly cnjoy, leave theſe (like the ninety nine 
r-E ſheep in the wilderneſs ) forgotten and 
e-| neglected, to go in queſt after ſome. fu- 
n rm ſatisfation, which like a ſhadow 
ies ſtill faſter in proportion to their pur- 

ct ſuit. - x, | 
e-f| - 17: AND;now would God they:could 
at be recaHed from this unprofitable chace, 
dF andinſteadof the Horſleeches note; G7ve; 
>| give; Proy: 30. 15:: take up that of the 
, | Pllmiſt, what /h4ll { render ta the Lord 
| L for 


MO et 
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for allthe benefits he hath donunto me * Pa. 
EI6.12, Let ther count how many'vt 
| luable or rather ineſtimable things, they 
have received from his mercy ,” and'then 
confront them with thoſe- corteCtions 
they haye found from his juſtice; and if 
they do this impartially , I doubrnort they 
will find wherewithall to. check their 
higheſt mutinies; and will-join'with me 
in confeſling ,- that their good 'things # 
bundantly our-weightheirill..- - > 4! 
: 18. Ir now we carry on the compati- 

fon to the laſt circumſtance , and-confider 
the conſtancy, we ſhall find as wide a difte- 
rence. © Let us take the Pfalmiſts refti- 
mony, and there will appear avery diftant 
date of his mercies and puniſhments. Hu 
mercies endure for ever , Pſal.-#46; whereas 
his wrath endares but the rwinkhang of an 
ee, Plal. 30. 5. Andaccordingly God owns 
his ats of ſeverity as his //r ange work, Hai 
28.21. that which he reſorts-to- only up- 
on ſpecial emergencies; but his-mercies 
are renewed every morning, Lam. 3. v5: 
and doubtleſs we may all upow'trial affirm 
the ſame. There are many of the-moft ne- 
ceſſary comforts of life which do not on- 
ly ſomtimes viſitus as gueſts, 'but dwell 
with us as inmates and domeſtics. How 
many 
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many" are there who haye lived ur aper- 
petual affluence from their cradles to their 
graves, have neyer known what it is to 
want? And tho the goods of fortune are 
perhaps leſs conſtant to ſome, yerthe re- 
freſhments of nature are uſually ſo to 
us all. Weeatand drink, we ſleep, we 
recreate, we conyerſe in a continued cir- 
cle, and goour round almoſt as conſtant- 
ly as the ſun do's his. Or if God do's 
omtimes a little interrupt us in ir, put 
ſome ſhort reſtraint upon our refreſh- 
ments, yet that comparatively to the 
time we enjoy them , is but proportiona- 
ble ro the ſtop he has ſomtimes made of 
the Sun, Joſ. 10.13. 2 Kings 20.8. orof 
the ſca, Exod. 14. 21. which as they were 
no ſubyerſions of the courſe of nature, 
ſo neither are thoſe ſhorr pauſes he ſom- 
times makes, a repeal of thoſe fixt and 
cuſtomary benefits his providence uſual- 
ly allors us. But who is there can ſay that 
any one of his afflictions has bin of equal 
continuance, or has preſt him with ſo few 
intermiſſions ? Perhaps he may have miſt 
ſome few nights ſleep : but whatis that to 
atwelve-months, or perhaps a whole lives 
enjoying it? 'Tis poſſible his ſtomach and 
His meat haye not alwaics bin ready to- 
L 2 gether, 
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.gether; but how much oftner have ay 
- met $0-his delight? and generally thoſe 
things that are moſt uſeful, are but rarely 
interrupted Nay to a great many eyen 


the delicacies of life are no leſs conſtant, 


and their luxuries are as quotidian as their 
bread: whereas unleſs their vices or their 
fancies create uneaſineſſes tothem , thoſe 
that come immediately from Gods hand, 
make long intermiſlions and ſhort ſtaies. 
Yet for all this they that ſhould meſure 
by rhe unceſſantneſs of mens complaints, 
would judg that the ſcene was quite re- 
yerſt, and that our good things are as 
706 ſpeaks, ſwifter then a weavers ſbuttle, 
Job. 7. 6. whilſt our ill, like Gehazzes 
Leproſy, cleave iſeparably tous, 2 King. 

5. I0. | 
19. THE truth is we will not let our 
ſelves enjoy thoſe interyals God allowes 
us, but when a calamity do's retire we 
will ſtill keep it in fiction and imagina- 
tion; revolve it in our minds, and be 
cauſe it is poſſible it may return, look up- 
on it as not gon. - Like Aguiſh patients 
we count our felyes ſick on our well-day , 
becauſe we exped a fit the next. A ſtrange 
ſtupid folly thus to court vexation, and 
be miſerable in Chimera. Do's any wan 
Or 
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or indeed any beaſt deſire ro keep adis- 
raſtful reliſh ſtill in his mouth, to chew 
the cud upon gall and wormwood ? yer 
certainly there are a multitude of people 
whoſe lives are imbitter'd to them merely 
by theſe fantaſtic imaginary ſufferings. 
Nor do we only fright our felves with 
images and Ideas of paſt calamities , but 
we dreſs up new bntigbears and mormoes, 
are. Poetic and acrial in our inyentions , 
and lay Romantic ſcenes of diſtreſles. 
This is a thing very incident to jealous 
natures, who are alwaics raiſing alarms 
to. themſelves. A ſuſpicious man looks 
on eyery body with dread. One man he 
fears has deſigns upon his fortune, an- 
other on his reputation , perhaps a third 
upon his life: whilſt in the mean time, 
the only ill deſign againſt him is ma- 
naged by himſelf; his own cauſeleſs fears 
and jealouſies which put him in a ſtate 
of hoſtility with all the world; and do 
often betray him to the very things he 
groundleſly ſuſpected. For it is not ſel- 
dom ſeen that men have incurr'd real 
miſchiefs by a fond ſolicitude of a- 
voiding imaginary ones. I do not que- 
ſtion but this is a ſtate calamitous e- 


nough, and ſhall acknowledg ir very 
like- 
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likely that ſuch perſons ſhall have litrhy] th 


or no truce from their troubles , whdll fra 
have ſuch an exhaufted ſpring withig] ni 
themſelyes; yet we may ſay to them af an 
the Prophet did to the Louke of Jacoby th 
Ts the ſouri of the Lord ſtraitned ? ard to 
theſe his doings? Mich. 2.7. Such m 


muſt not cry out that Gods hand lie ry 
heavy upon them, bur their own; an w 
fo can be no impeachment to the truth m 
of our obſeryation, that Gods bleſſing} W 
are of a longer duration, keep a mor W 
fixt ſteddy courſe then his puniſhment 01 
The reſult of all is, that the generality] ti 
of mankind haye good things (even aff tC 
to temporals ) which do in the three refjj 0! 
ſpecs tore-mention'd exceed the ill. I} gi 
mean the true and real ills which Gog] c: 
ſends , tho not thoſe fanciful ones thi bi 
raiſe to themſelyes. 0 


20. AND now -why ſhould it not apy © 
pear a reaſonable propoſition that mea V' 
ſhould entertain themſelyes withtheplefj 0! 
ſanter parts of Gods diſpenſations ti Ct 
them, and not alwaies pore upon the & 
harſher :. eſpecially ſince the former ary * 
ſo much a fairer obje& and perpetual di 
ly in their cie, why ſhould we look. off P! 
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d the. more. fadning ſpeacles of, human 
J frailty or. misfortune, . thro all the mag- 
nifying optics- our. [fancies can ply. 
; -perverſly turn away our-eics 

the cheartuller ? Yer this God knows.is 
too much the caſe with moſt of us. How 
nicely and critically do we obſerve eve-- 
ry little adverſe accident of our lives ? 
what tragical ſtories of them do our me- 
mories preſent us with? When alas a 
whole current of proſperity glides by 


& without our notice. Like little children 


& our fingers are never oft the ſore place, 
till we have picket every light ſcratch in- 
to an Ulcer. Nay like the leuder ſort 
of beggers, we make artificial ſores ro 
give us a pretence of complaint. And 
can we then expect God ſhould concern 
himſelf in the cure ? Indeed in the courſe 
of his ordinary providence there is no 
cure for ſuch people, unleſs it be by re- 
yulſion; the making them feel the ſmart 
of ſome very great and preſling affli- 
 ction. They therefore put themſelyes un- 
J der an unhappy dilemma, cither to con- 
J tinue their. own tormentors , or to er- 
dure the ſeyereſt courſe of Gods diſci- 
pline., 'Tis true the laſt is the more 

7 eli- 
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eligible, but I am ſure the beſt way is to 
prevent both, byajuſt andgrateful ſenſe 
of Gods mercies, which will be yet far- 
ther illuſtrated if we compare them with 
our own demerits. 
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SnuceT. V. 


Of our Demerit towards God. 


1.] T'is the common fault of our na- 

turc, that we are very aptto be par- 
tial to ourſelyes, and to ſquare our expe- 
tations more by what we wiſh, then by 
what we deſerye. Somthing of this is vi- 
ſible in our dealings with men. We oft 
look to reap where we have not [owed , Mart. 
25.25. expect benefits where we do none : 
yet in civil tranſactions there are ſtill re- 
maining ſuch footſteps of natural juſtice, 
that we.are not univerſally fo unreafon- 
able: all traffic and commerce ſubſiſting 
upon the principle of equal retribution, 
giving one good thing 7 another equi- 
valent; ſo that no man expects to buy corn 
with chaft, or Gold with drofs. Bur in our 
dealings with God, we put off eyen this 
common equity ; are vaſt in our expeRta- 
tions, but penurious and baſe in our re- 
turns; andas if God were our ſteward not 
our Lord, we require of him with a con- 


fidence proper only to thoſe who ask their 


own 


— 
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own: whilſt in the interim, what we of- 
fer to him is with ſuch a diſdainful ſlight- 
neſs, as if wemcantit rather an alms then 
an homage. 
2. Govindeed is ſo munificent, that he 
prevents us with his bleſſings , Pal. 21. 3. 
ives us many things before we ask : had 
- not don ſo we could not have bin ſo 


much as in acapacity of asking. But tho 


the firſt & fundamental mercies are abſo- 
lute and free, yet the ſubſequent are con- 
ditional: and accordingly we find in ſcri- 
pture , that God makes no promiſe either 
concerning this life or a better, but on con- 
dition of Obedience. The Jews who had 
much larger Rene of temporal hap- 
pineſs then Chriſtians have, yet never had 
them upon other terms. God expreſly 
articled for the performance of his com- 
mands,and made all their enjoiments for- 
feitable upon the failure, as we may ſee at 
large in the book of Deuteronomy. And 
_ che Goſpel, St. Paul appropriates 
the promiſes as well of this life as of that to 
come unto godlineſs, 1. Tim. 4. 8. It will 
therefore be a material inquiry for every 
-man, whether he have kept his title entire 
and haye not by breach of the condition 
forfeited his clame, eyen to the moſt com- 
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mon ordinary bleſſings; for if he have, 
common reaſon will tell him he can chal- 
lenge none: and that the utmoſt he can 
hope for, muſt be only upon a new ſcore 
of unmerited fayor. 

.'3- And here certainly every mouth muſt 
be ſtopped , and all the world become guilty 
before God, Rom. 3.19. For alas who is 


' there that can ſay.his obedience has bin 
in any degree proportionable to his obli- 


gation ?'Tis manifeſt we haye all received 
abundantly -from Gods hand, but what 
has he had from ours?I may challenge the 
beſt man, to caſt up the account of his 
beſt day; and tell me whether his receits 
have not infinitly exceeded his disburſ- 
ments: whether for any one good thing 
he has-don,, he has nor received many. 
Nor is the diſparity only in number, but 
much more in yalue. Gods works are per- 
fe&t; all hedo's for us like the firſt 6 daies 
productions , are all very good, Gen. 1. but 
alas our very righteouſneſs 15 as filthyrags , 
Eſa. 64.6. We 'ofter him the blind and the 
lame , Mal: 1.9. a few yawning drowſy prai- 
ers perhaps,whercin he has the leaſt ſhare: + 
the fuller current of our thoughts run- 
ting towards our ſecular or ſinful con- 
cerns. We drop it may bea ſcanty Alms; 

2 wherein 
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wherein 'tis odds our yain-glory ſcram- 


bles for a ſhare with him, if it do not whol- 
ly ingroſs it. We fit an hourat aſermon, 
bur 'tis rather to hear the wit or eloquence 
of the preacher, then the word of God. 
Like the duller ſort of animals, we like 
well. to haye our itching cars ſcratchr; 
but grow ſturdy and reſtive when we 
ſhould do what we are there taught. In 
a word all our ſervices at the beſt are mi: 
ſerable maim'd and imperfe&t; and too of- 
ten ' corrupt and unſound. So that God 
may well upbraid us as he did 1/raet, Of- 
fer it now to thy governor , will he be pleasd 
with it ? Mal. 1. 1. Theſe very iniquities of 
our holy things, are enough to defcar all 
our pretences to any good from Gods 
hand. Y er God knows this is much the beſt 
ſide of us: 'tis not every otic that can 
make ſo fairan appearanceasthis amounts 
to. With many, there is no place to com- 
my of the blemiſhes of their facrifices; 
or they offer none; of whom we may ſay 
in the words of the Pſalmiſt, God 1s not :n 
all their thoughts , Pal. 10. 4. Ifcar there 
want not thoſe who drive away theday , 
the week, nay the year, without remem- 
bring in whoſe hand their time is, Pal: 
31. 18. or paying him any ſolemn A” 
0 
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of it; who enjoy the ſervices of all infe- 
rior-creatures, without conſidering thar 
cheirs are more due to the ſupreme Lord: 
inaword, who liveas if they were abſo- 
lutely independent ; had their exiſtence 
purely from themſelves, and had no Crea- 
tor to. whom they owed their being , or 
any conſequentduty. And ſure men who 
thus diſcard themſelves from Gods fami- 
ly; have very little reaſon to expect the 
_— of it : yet even ſuch as theſe 
ave theimpudence to complain, if any 
thing be wanting to their needs (ſhall I 
ſay) or to theirluſts; can ravingly pro- 
tane Gods name in their impartiencies, 
which they know not how to uſe in their 
praiers: as if the Deity were conſiderable 
in no other notion, then that of their ca- 

terer or ſteward. | 
4 Is now we ſcriouſly refle&, what 
can be more admirable then that infinir 
patience of God ; who notwithſtanding 
the-miſerable infirmitics of rhe pious, and 
the leud contemt of the impious, ſtill goes 
on refolutly in his bounty , and conti- 
nues to all mankind fome,, and to ſome 
all his temporal bleſſings ? He has no ob- 
ligation of juſtice to do ſo , for it is no 
part of his compa; he has none of gra- 
titude, 
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titude, for heis perpetually affronted and 
diſobliged. Surely we may well ſay witt 
David. Is this after the manner of men 
O Lord? x Chro. 7. 17. Can the high- 
eſt human indulgence bear any proportion 
with this divine Clemency ? no certainly, 
no finite-patience but would be exhauſted 
with the rthouſandth parr of our proys 
cations. # Fl 
' 5. Bur is not our dealing too as lits 
tle after the manner of men; I mean of 
reaſonable creatures ? For us who have 
forfeired our rightto all, and yetby mere 
fayor are ſtill kept in the poſſeffion/ob 
many great bleſſings: for us to grow mui 
tinous, becauſe there is perhaps ſomthin 
more trifling which is deni'd us, is ſuck 
a ſtupid ingratitude, as one would think 
impoſſible to human nature. Should aT& 
nant with us have at once forfeited his 
leaſe, and maliciouſly affronted his Land: 
lord, he would ſure think himſelf ve 

gently dealt with, if he were ſufferd-t 
enjoy bur a part of his firſt eſtate; but 
we ſhould think him nor only infolenr; 
bur mad, who when the whole were left 
him , ſhould quarrel & clamor if he might 
not have his Cotrage adorn'd with marble 


rate 


floors , and guilded roofs. Yerat this wild 
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rate we behave our felyes to our great 
ith} Landlord, grow pettiſh and angry if we 
have not every thing we can fancy, tho 
we enjoy many more uſeful, merely by 
his indulgence. And can there be any 
thing imagin'd more unreaſonable? Letus 
ed therefore if nor for piety, yet at leaſt to 
-o- juſtify our clame to rationality, be more 

Jingenuous; ler us not conſult only with 
irlf our fond appetites, and be thus perperu- 

Mally ſoliciting this fſatisfa&tion; bur ra- 
ther refle& on what tenure we hold 
what we already have, even that of ſu- 
Jpcrabundant mercy ; and fear, leaſt like 
inſolent beggers by the impudence of our 
demands we diyert even that charity 
which was deſign'd us. In ſhortlert every 
man when he computes what he wants 
;Y ofhis deſires, reckon as exactly how much 
he is ſhorr of his duty ; and when he has 
duly ponder'd both, he will think it a 
| = gentle compoſition to have the one 
unſupplied, {o he may have the other re- 
mitted ; and will ſee cauſe contentedly to 
it;} fir down and fay wittrhoneſt Mephiboſheth, 
es hat right have I to cry anymore unto the 
-helf K-ng * Sam. 19. 28. Butif it be thus with us 
16 upon the mere ſcore of our imperfections 
i1g] or omiſſions , what an obnoxious ſtate do 
ate | Our 
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our innumerable actual fins put us in? | 
the ſpors of our ſacrifices are proyoking 
what are our ſacrileges and bold profar 
tions ? If thoſe who neglect ar forget God 
are liſted among his encmies , what are 
thoſe who avowedly defy him ? Indee 
he thar ſoberly conſiders the world, 
ſees how daringly the divine Majeſty i 
daily affronted, cannot but wonder th 
the perverſions of our manners, tho 
prodiges in morality , ſhould nor be at 
{wer'd with as great prodiges in calamity 
too; that we ſhould eyer eps j 
then that of Sodom, or the carth ſerveu 

for any otherpurpoſe then to be, as it wa 

to Korah, Num. 16. our living ſepulcher. 
6. Nox is this longanimity of God 
obſervable only towards the maſs and cc 
letive body of mankind, but to eve 
man in particular. Who is there that i 
he ranſack his conſcience, ſhall not fit 
guilts enow to juſtify God in the utmol 
ſeveritics towards him? ſo that how muc 
ſoeyer his puniſhments are ſhort of that 
fo much he evidently owes to the leni 
and compaſſion of God. And who i 
there thar ſuffers in this world the utmol 
that God can inflict ? We haye a gre: 
many ſuffering capacities, and if tho 
we 
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were all fill'd up to the height, our con- 
dition would ſcarce differ from that of 
the damned in any thing but duration. 
But God is more merciful, and never in- 
flicts atthat rate on us here. Every mans 
experience can tell him, that God diſchar- 
pes not his. whole quiyer at once upon 

im, but exemts him in many more parti- 
culars then he afflits him ; & yet the ſame 
experience will probably tell moſt of us, 
that we are not-ſo modeſt in our aſlaulrs 
upon God; weatracque himiin all his con- 
cerns (as far as our feeble malice can 
reach) in his Soyeraignty, in his honor, 
in his relatives, .nay ſomtimes in his very 


_ eſſence and being, And as they are uni- 


yerſal in reſpe& of him, ſo alſo in regard 
of our ſelves: we engage all our powers 
in this war, do not only y:e/4( as the A- 
poltle ſpeaks ) our members inſtruments of 
unrighteouſneſs, Rom. 6. 18. but wepreſs 
them upon the ſervice of ſenſual and vile 
luſts,even beyond our native propenſions. 
Nor are only the members of our body, 
bur the fhculties of our ſouls alſo thus em- 
ploied ; our underſtandings are buſied firſt 
in contriving ſins, and then excuſes and 


diſguiſes forthem; our wills are yet more 


ſturdy rebels, and when the underſtand- 
| N ing 
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ing is beat out of all its out-works, yet 
ſullenly keep their hold in ſpight of. all 
conviction ; and our affections madly ruſh 
on hike the horſe into the battel, Jer. 8.6, 
deterred by nothing of danger , ſo there be 
+ bur fin enough in the attemr. 

7, AND now with what face can peo- 
ple that thus purſue an hoſtility, expe& 
that it ſhould not be return'd to them? 
do's any man denounce war, and yet 
expect from his adverſary all rhe careſles, 
the obligements of friendſhip ? ſelf-de- 
tence will promrt even the meekeſt nature 
to deſpoile his enemy at leaſt of thoſe 
things which he uſes to his annoiance; 
and if God ſhould give way evento that 
loweſt degree of anger, where or what 
were we? for ſince we employ our whole 
ſelves againſt him, nothing bur deſtru- 
Eion'can ayert our injuries. But 'tis hap- 
py for us we have to do with one who 
cannot fear us, who knows the impotence 
of our wild attemts, and ſoallai's his re- 
ſentmenrt-of our inſolence, with his pity 
of our follies. Were it not for this, we 
ſhould not be left in a poſſibility ſo oft to 
iterate our proyocations; every wicked 
imagination and black deſign, would be 
at once defeated and puniſht by infatuati- 


on Þ. 
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on and.frenzy : ever blaſphemous Athe- 
iſtical ſpeech would wither the rongue, 


| like that armof Jeroboam which he ſtretcher 


againſt the Prophet, 2 King. 13. 4. and 
every impious a& would like the prohi- 
bited retroſpect of Lots Wife, fix us perpe- 
rual monuments of divine vengeance. 

8. AND then how much do we owe 
to, the mercy and commiſeration of 'our 
God, that he /uffers not his whole diſÞle- 
ſure to ariſe , Pla. 78.-39. that he abates 
any thing of that juſt ſeverity he _—_ 
uſe toward us? He that is condemned to 
the Gallowes, would think ira mercy to 
ſcape with any inferior penalty: why have 
wethen ſuch mean thoughts of Gods Cle- 
mency, when he deſcends to ſuch low 
compoſitions with us?corrects us ſo light- 
ly as if 'twere only matter of ceremony & 
punGilio, the regard of his honor , rather 
then the executionof his wrath. For alas 
let him among us thatis the moſt inno- 
cent, & undeſervyedly afflicted , muſter u 
his ſins and ſufferings,and he will ſeeava 
inequality : and ( had he not other grounds 
of aſſurance) would be almoſt remted ro 
think thoſe were not the provoking cauſe , 
they are ſo unproportionably anſwered. 
He ſins in innumerable inſtances, and is 

N 2 pu- 
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puniſhr in few ; he ſins habitually and per- 
petually, and ſuffers rarely and ſeldom; 
nay perhaps he has ſomtimes: ſinn'd with 
greedineſs, and yet God has puniſht with 
regret and reluctancy. How ſhall T grve 
theeup , O Ephraim ? Hol. 11.8. And when 
all the diſparities are conſider'd , we muſt 
certainly join heartily in EZzras confel- 
ſion, Thou O God has puniſht us leſs then 
our imyuities deſerve, Ezra.g.13. 
9. Nay beſides all our antecedent, we 
have after, guilts no leſs provoking, I 
mean our ungracious repinings at the 
light chaſtiſements of our former ſins, 
our out-cries upon eyery little uncaſineſs , 
which may juſtly cauſe God to turn our 
whips into ſcorpions; and according as 
he threatned 1/rael, Ley. 26. 18. to puniſh 
us yet ſeven times more. And yet even 
this do's not immediately exaſperate him, 
The Jews were an inſtance how long he 
could bear with a murmuring generati- 
on; but certainly we of this nationarea 
greater: yet let us not be vigh minded but 
fear, Rom. 11.20. for we ſee at laſt the 
doom fell heavy tho it was protracted : 
aſucceſſion of miraculous judgments pur- 
ſued thoſe murmurers, ſo that not one 
of them enter'd Canaan. And its very 
| of 
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obſeryable , that whereas to other ſins Gods 


denunciations are in ſcripture condirio- 


nal and reyerſible; this was abſolute and 
bound with an oath, He ſeware in his wrath 
that they ſhould not enter into his reft , Pſal. 
95.11. And yet if we compare the hard- 
ſhips of the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs 
with moſt of our ſufferings, we ſhall be 
forced to confeſs our mutrinies haye leſs 
temtation, and conſequently leſs excuſe ; 
from whence'tis yery reaſonable to infer , 
as the greatneſs of our danger if we per- 
fiſt, ſo the greatneſs of Gods long ſutter- 
ing towards us, who yet allows us ſpace 
to reform : and ſure new complaints ſound. 
yery ill from us, who are liable to ſo ſe- 
yere an account for our old ones. 1fear 
the moſt reſign'd perſons of us will up- 
on recolleion find, they have upon 
one occaſion or other out-yied the num- 
ber of the Iſraclites murmurs , thercfore 
unleſs we will emulate them in their 
plagues, let us fear to add one more leſt 
thar make up the fatal ſum, and render 
our deſtruction irrevocable. 

10. Uron all theſe conſiderations it 
appears how little reaſon any of us have 


to repine at our heavieſt preſſures. Bur 


there is yet a farther circumſtance tobe 
adycrted 
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adyerted to, and is too applicable to mat 
of us ,that is, that our ſins are not only the 
conſtant meritorious cauſe of our ſuffer 
ings, bur they are alſo yery often the i 
ſtrumental cauſe alſo; and produce them 
not only by way of retaliation from God, 
but by a natural efficacy. Solomontells uz 
he that /oves pleſure, ſhall be a poor man, 
and that a whorish woman will bring a 
man to a piece of bread, Proy. g. 26. that 
he that ſits long at the wine ſhall, avere 
neſs of eies, Chap. 23. 29. 30. that th 
ftothful ſoul ſhall ſuffer hunger , 19.15.and 
all theſe not by immediate ſupernatural 
infliction from God, but as the prope 
genuine effects of thoſe reſpeQive vices 
Indeed God in his original eſtabliſhment] fa 
of things, has made ſo cloſe a connexionf} V 
between ſin and puniſhment, that he is] cc 
not often put to exert his power in any} 
extraordinary way , but may truſt us rofj fa 
be our own Lictors , our own back/l;dings} i 
reprove us , Jer. 2.19. and our iniquities art 
of themſelyes enough to become our rune, ff 35 
Exod. 18. 38. (c 
11. It may therefore be a ſeafonable © 
queſtion for every man to put to himſelf, | Þ: 
whether the troubles he labors under beJ © 
not of this ſort; whether the poyerty he} 
com- 
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wi complains of, be not the effec of his riot 
elf and profuſion, his ſloth and negligence? _ 
Fer whether when he cries out that bzs comehi- 
 in# ne/5 i5 turn'd into corruption, Dan. 10. 8. he 
enf} may not anſwer himſelf, that they are 
dd,Þ his viſits to the harlots houſe which haye 
; ue} thus made rot#enneſs enter into bis bones , 
21, Hab: 3.16. whether when he is beſet with 
f contentions, and has wounds without 
cauſe, he have not tarried long at the wine 3 

24 when he has loſt his friend, whether he 
tbe have not by ſome trecherous wound , Eccl. 
nlff 22. 22. forced him to depart: or when 
ralff he lies under infamy , whether it be not 
only the Echo of his own ſcandalous 
crimes. If he find it thus with him , cer- 
tainly his mouth is ſtopt, and he cannot 
without the moſt diſingenuous impudence 
complain of any bur himſelf. He could 
not be ignorant thar ſuch effects did natu- 
rally attend ſuch cauſes, and therefore if 
he would take the one, he muſt take the 
other alſo, No man ſure can be ſo mad, 
e,þ as to think God ſhould work miracles 
(diſunite thoſe things which nature hath 

le conjoin'd ) only that he may fin atcaſe, 
f, | have all che beſtial pleſures he can pro- 
xe jet, and none of the conſequent ſmarr. 
ef We read indeed God divided the ſea, but 
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it! was to make the way for the Ranſomel. 
of the Lord to paſs over, Ia. 51. 10. thok 
who'were his own people, and went inat 
his command; but when they wereſe 
red, we find the waters immediatly re 
turn'd to their chanel, and warnbany ed 
the Egyptians, who ventured without 
the ſame. warrant. And ſure the caſe ig 
alike here, when any man can produce 
Gods mandate for him to run into all ex 
ceſs of riot, to deſecrate the temple of the 
holy Ghoſt, and make his body member of 
an barks, x Cor.6.15.Ina word when God 
bids him do any of thoſe things, whicl 
God and good men abhor, then and not 
before he may hope he may ſever ſuch 
acts from their native penal effects; for 
till then -( how profuſe ſoever ſome Le- 
gendary ſtories repreſent him) he will 
certainly neyer ſo beſtow his miracles. 
12. But I fear.upon ſcrutiny there will 
appear a yet farther circumſtance upon 
which to arraign our mutinies ; fortho it 
be unreafonable enough to charge God 
with the ill effe&t of our own leudneſs, 
yet 'tis a higher ſtep to murmur becauſe 
we haye not materials to be wicked e 
nough. And this I fear is the. caſe with 


too many of us, who tho they are ol 
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fo diſpoil'd by their fins, but that they 


can keep up their round of vicious ple- 
ſures, yet are diſcontented becauſe they 
think ſom others have them more exqui- 
ſite, think their vices arc not Gentile e- 
nough , unleſs they be very expenſive, and 
are coyetous only that they may be more 
luxurious. Theſe are ſuch as St. Fames 
ſpeaks of, who ask amiſs, that they may 


. conſume it upon their lufts , Jam. 4-3- and 


ſure to be mutinous on this account is one 


of the higheſt pieces of frenzy. Would 


any man in his wits tell another he will 


cut his throat, and then expe he ſhould 
furniſh himwirh a knife for it? Andyetto 
this amount our murmurs againſt God;for 
his nor giving us thoſe things wherewith 
we only defign to wage war with him. 
For ſurely if the diſcontents of mankind 
were cloſely infpe&ted, I doubt a great 
many would be found of this kind. It 
concerns the Reader therefore to make 
the inquiſition in his own breaſt, both in 
this and all the former particulars, and 
I doubt not, if he dg it with any in- 
genuity and uprightneſs, he will be 
abundantly convinced that for his few 
mites of obedience he paies to God, he 
reccives talents of mercies ( eyen tempo- 


ral ) 
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ral) from him: and that on the other 
ſide, that God as much underpaies his 
fins,as he overpaies his firyiewby which 
God do's ſufficiently atteſt how little he 
delights in our affliction , how gladly he 
takes any light occaſion of careſſing and 
cheriſhing, and overskips thoſe of pu- 
niſhing us. Which ſure.ought to make us 
convert all our difpleſures againſt our 
ſins, which extort thoſe acts of ſeyerity 


from him; to which his nature is moſt a- 


verſe. And here indeed our reſentments 
cannot be too ſharp, puttowards God our 
fitteſt addreſs will be in the penitential 
form of the Prophet Daniel , O Lord, to u5 
belongeth confuſion of face , but tothe Lord 
our God belong mercies and forgrueneſs, 
tho we have rebelled againſt him, Dan. 9. 
8,9. And as his juſtice is to be reyered 
in his inflitions, ſo is his wiſdom alſo, 
in ſodiſpoſing of events to particylar per- 
fons,as may beſt conſiſt with the univerſal 
Oeconomy and managery of the world, 
the conſideration whereof is the deſign 
of the next Section. 


— 


a _— £©£« <6 ws A Ko: od f3 n_ 


Sect. VI. Of Gods general Providence. 107 


SxzcT. VI: 


Of Gods general Providence. 


I H#zn God made the univerſe, 
| he intended not only to glorify 
himſelf in one tranſient a& of his power, 


- and then leave this great and wonderful 


production of his, as the Oſtrich her eggs 
in the wilderneſs, Lam.4. 3. but havin 

drawn it out of its firſt Chaos, he ſecur's 
it from returning thither again, by eſta- 
bliſhing as a due ſymmetry of parts , ſo al- 
ſoa regular order of motion : hence it is 


_ that the heavens haye their conſtant re- 


volutions, the earth its ſucceſſion of de- 
terminate ſeaſons, animals their alrernate 
courſe of generation and corruption, and 
by this wiſe Occonomy, the world after ſo 
many thouſand years, feems ſtill in irs 
ſpring and firſt beaury. But it had bin 
in vain to haye thus ſecured the dete- 
Qion of the creatures, if man for whoſe 
ſake they were made had bin excluded 
from this care:His faculty of reaſon would 

Oz have 


—— 


108 The Arr of Contentmentr. 


have made him but the more fatal inſtru- 
ment of confuſion, and taught him the 
more compendious waies ot diſturbing 


the world. 7ob compares him to the wild: 


aſſes colt, Job 11. 12. which takes its range 
without diverting to any thing of x 
common good. God has theretore dou- 
bly hedged 

a fence of laws about him ( both natural 
and poſitive) and beſides has taken him 
into the common circle of his proyidence, 
ſo that he, as well as the reſt of the crea- 
tion, has his particular ſtation aſlign'd 
him ; and that nor only in reference to 
other creatures, but himſelf; has put a 
difterence between one man and another, 
ordained ſeyeralranks and Claſles of men, 
and endowed them with ſpecial and ap- 
propriate qualifications for thoſe ſtations 
wherein he has ſer them. 

2. THIS, as itisa work of infinit wiſ- 
dom in God, ſo it is of unſpeakable ad- 
vantage to men. Without this regular diſ- 
poſure, the world would haye bin in the 
ſame confuſion which we read of in the 
hoſt of the Midianites , every mans ſword 
againſt his fellow , Jud. 7.22. Nothing but 


- force could determine who ſhould do, or 


enjoy any thing ; and even that deciſion 
x alſo 


inthis unruly creature, made. 
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alſo would haye bin repellable by a grea- 
ter force ; ſo that we haye all reaſon to 
confeſs the utility of that order God has 
ſet among men : and eyen he that bears 
the lowelt and moſt deſpicable place in it, 
is certainly infinitly more happy by con- 
tributing to that general Harmony, then 
he could bein any ſtate of diſcord. 

3. W-ERE this now well confiderd, 
methinks it ſhould ſilence all our com- 


Fplaiots, and men ſhould not be ſo yehe- 


mently concern'd in what part of the ſtru- 
ure it pleaſes the great Archite& to put 
them : for eyery manis tolook on him- 
ſelf only as-a ſmall parcel of thoſe marte- 
rials which God is toput into form. E- 
yery ſtone is not fit for the corner, not 
every little rafter for the main beam : the 
wiſdom of the Maſter builder is aloneto - 
determin that. And ſure there cannot 
be a morevile contemt of the divine wiſ- 
dom then to diſpute his choice.. Had God 
wiſdom enough to contrive this vaſt and 
beautiful fabric, and may he not be truſted 
with one of us poor worms? Did he by his 
wiſdom make the heavens , and by his un- 
deritanding ſtretch out the clouds, Pro. 3. 
19. and ſhall he notknow where to place 
a little lump of figur'd carth ? this is cer- 

tainly 
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tainly the moſt abſurd diſtruſt imagins 
ble, and yer this is really the true mean] th 
ing of our repining at the condition he has w 


placed us in. \ w 

4. THe truth is, we areſofull of ow at 
ſelyes, that we can ſee nothing beyond] u; 
it: every man expects God ſhould plac 'T 
him where he has a mind tobe, tho by it th 
he diſcompoſe the whole ſcheme of hig hr 
providence. But tho we are ſo ſenſeleſlyfj w] 
partial yet God is not ſo: he that cons im 
prehends at once that whole concern offi re 
mankind, applies himſelf to the accommoJis 


dating thoſe, not the humoring any parſſan 
ticular perſon. He has made the great all th 
the ſmall; and careth for all abhe , Wiſdy pu 
6.7. He is the common Father of man{{ m 
kind, and diſpoſes things for the publid th 
* advantage of this great family, and tis not m: 
all the impatient cravings of a frowardj So 
child that ſhall make him recede from hig ey 
deſigned method. We are apt enoughy he 
I am fure, to tax it not only as a weakY we 
nefs, bur injuſtice too ina Prince , wheifſ on 
he.indulges any thing to a private fave as 
rite to the public diſadyantage; yet faſj fo: 
unequal are we, that we murmur at Godſf fo: 
for nor doing that, -which we murmuratan 
men for doing; pri 
| 5. Bt 
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if} 5. BESIDES a man is to conſider, 
that other men haye the ſame appetites 
with himſelf. If he diſlike an inferior ſtate, 
| why ſhould he notthink others do ſo too ? 
| w' then as the wiſe man ſpeaks, whoſe 
df woice [hall the Lord hear ? Ecclus. 34. 24. 
hl 'Tis ſure great inſolence in me toexpe&t 
th that God ſhould be more concern'd to 
if humor me,then thoſe multitudes of others 
ſy who have the ſame deſires. And the more 
Hl impatient my longings are, the leſs in 
if reaſon ſhould be my hopes; for mutiny 
Mis no ſuch endearing quality as to render 
J any man adearling to God. Burif all men 
© ſhould have equal ſatisfattions , we ſhould 
ſd] puzle even Omniporence it ſelf, Eyery 
an man would be above and ſuperior, yet 
ich thoſe are comparative terms, and if no 
man were below, no man could be above. 
Soin wealth, moſt men deſire more, bur 
every man do's atleſt deſire to keep what 
he has; how then ſhall one part of the 
world be ſupplied without the diminuri- 
"fon of the other, unleſs there ſhould be 
FW as miraculous a multiplication of treaſure 
of for mans ayarice, as there was of Loaves 
304] for their hunger , Mar. 16. 9. It was a good 
ral anſwer which the Ambaſſadors of an op- 
k preſt Province made to Antory, if O 
| Em- 
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Emperor , thou wilt haye double taxes from 
' us, thou muſt help us ro double: Spri Y 
and Harveſts.” And ſure God muſt be 
at the expence of a new Creation, makey 
a double world, if he ſhould oblige him 
ſelf to ſatisfy all the unreaſonable appe. 
tites of men : and if he ſatisfy not all, why 
ſhould any particular perfon look thac his 
alone ſhould be indulgedto ? 
6. Y E T as unreaſonableas it is, the 
moſt of us do betray ſuch a perſwaſto 
No man is diſcontented that there are 
lower, as well as higher degrees in th 
world, thatthere arepooras well as rich; 
bur all ſenſible men aflent to the firnehs 
of it: yet if themſelyes happen to be ſe 
inthe lower form, they exclame as if the 
whole order of the world were ſubyerted; 
which is a palpable indication that they 
think that Proyidence which governs « 
thers ſhould ſerve them , and diſtribu 
to them not what it, but themſelyes this 
good. This immoderate ſelf-loye is th 
ſpring and root of moſt of our complaints, 
makes us ſuch unequal judges in our ow 
concerns, and promts us to putin Caveaty 
and exceptions on our own behalf. , 
David did on his ſons, See that thou hurt 
wot the young mane Abſolom ? 2 Sam. 18. I5 
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as if God were to manage the govern- 
ment of the World with a particular re- 
gard to our liking, and were like the An- 
gels at Sodom, Gen. 19. 22. to do nothi 
fill we had got into Zoar, hadall our de- 
mands ſecured to us. 

7, IT would indeed aſtoniſh a conſfi- 
dering man to ſee, that altho"the con- 
cerns of men are all diſpoſed by an uner- 
ring Wiſdom, and acknowledged by 
themſelves to be ſo, yer that ſcarce any 
man is pleaſed. The truth is, we have 
# generally in us the worſer part of the Le- 
.yelers principle , and tho we can yery con- 
tentedly behold multitudes below us, yer 
are impatient to ſee any above us; not 


only the foot (to uſe the Apoſtles ſimile ) 


complains that it is not the hand, but the ear 
becauſe it 15 not the eye, 1 Cor. 12. 15,16. 
Not = the lowermoſt, but the higher 


ranks of men are uneaſie, it there be any 
one ſtep above them. Nay ſo importu- 
nate is this aſpiring humor, that we ſce 
men are forced to feed it, tho but with 
air and ſhadows. He that cannot make 
any real adyance in his quality, will yet 
do it in Effigies, in all little gaieties and 
pageantries of it. Every degree in theſe 
reſpects not only emulates, but imitates 
P irs 
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yanity , that there is little viſible diſtincti- 
on of the degrees, and one had need go do 
the Herald office to know mens qualities, 
for neither their habit nor equipage do 
now adaies inform us with any certainty, 
8. Bur by all this it appears that 
men look on themſelyes only as ſingl: 
perſons, without reference to the com- 
munity whereof they are members. For 
did they conſider that, they would ende. 
yor rather to become the places wherein 
they were ſer, by doing the duties belong: 
ing to them, then be perpetually project- 
ing for a change. A trce that is every year 
tranſplanted will neyer bear fruit, anda 
mind that is alwaies hurried from its pro- 
per ſtation, will ſcarce eyer do good in 
any. This is excellently expreſt ro us by 
Solomon, As a bird that wandereth from 
his neſt , ſo 1s a man that wandereth from 
his place, Prov. 27.8. "Tis eaſy todivine 
the fate of thoſe young ones from whom 
the dam wanders, and 'tis as caſe to gueſs 
how the duties of that place will be per- 
formed, 
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formed, whoſe owner is alwaies upon the 
wing, and making towards another. I wiſh 
we had nor roo coſtly experiments both 
in Church and State of the truth of this 
obſervation. Alas, we forget that weare 
all ſeryants to the ſame Maſter, and that 
he is ro appoint in what office we ſhall 
ſerye him. How ſhould we like itin any 
of our own Families, to have an inferior 
officer leave his work undon, becauſe he 
has more mind to be Major-domo? Yet 
this inſolence we every day repete to- 
wards God, ſullenly diſpute his order, 
and unleſs we may chuſe our own imploi- 
meats , will donothing. 

9. 'T1s evident, this perverſe temper 
of mankind breeds a great deal of miſ- 
chict and diſturbance in the World , but 
would breed arrant confuſion and ſubyer- 
fion, if it were ſuffered to haye its full 
range. If God permit but one ambitious 
ſpirit to break looſe inan Age, as thein- 
ſtrument of his wrath , what deſtruction 
docs it often times make? How does it 
cauſe the whole earth to tremble, and ſhake 
Kingdoms, as is ſaid of Nebuchadnezzar , 
Ifa. 14. 16. and may beſaid of many others 
of thoſe whole-ſale Robbers _ have 
dignified the trade ? Burt if eyery aſpir- 
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ing humor ſhoyld be as proſperous, where 
would ir find fuel to maintain the flame} 
No doubt every Age produces men of as 
unbounded defires as Alexander or Ceſar, 
but God gives them not the ſame oppor- 
tunities to trouble the world. And accord- 
ingly in the more petty ambitions of pri- 
vate men he often orders it ſo, that thoſe 
ſoaring minds can find no benign gale to 
help their mounting. He that ſets bounds 
to the Sea, ſaying , hitherto ſhalt thou come 
and no farther , and tho the waves thereof 
toſs themſetves, yet can they not prevail, the 
they roar , yet can they not paſs over , Jer. 5. 
22. does alſo depreſs the ſwelling pride of 
men, hangs clogs and weights-upon them 
that they cannot riſe ro their afteted 
height. For tho we are all willing to for- 
get it, yet God remembers that he is the 
Rector of the Uniyerſe, and will aſſert his 
Dominion. The fſubtileſt contrivance 
cannot circumvent him, the moſt daring 
P——_— cannot wreſt any thing out of 

is hand, the Lord wil! fullbe King, be 
.the people never ſo impatient, Pſalm 99. 1, 
"Twill therefore ſure be as well our pru- 
dence as our duty, to be ſtz/l, and know that 
he is God, Pſalm 46. 10. with an humble 
derelition of our own wills acquieſce in 


his, 
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his, and not by inefteQive ſtruglings pro- 
yoke, whom weareſure never to ſubdue. 
We may, like unmanag'd Horſes, fome 
and fret, but ſtill God has the bridle in 
our jaws, and we cannot adyance a ſtep 
farther then he permits us. Why ſhould 
we then create torment to our 7 Frum by 
our repinings, which only ſets us farther 
from our aims. - *Tis Gods declared me- 
thod to exalt the lowly, and'tis obſerva- 
ble in the firſt rwo Kings of rae, who 
were of Gods immediate election, that he 
ſurprized them with that Dignity , when 
they were about mean and humble em- 
ploiments, the one ſearching his Fathers 
Aſſes, the other keeping his Fathers ſheep: 
and would men honeſtly and diligently 
_ themſelyes in the buſineſs of 
their proper calling , they might perhaps 
find ira _ lire& road <4 a : 
then all the ſiniſter Arts by which ambi- 
tious men endeayor to climb. Solomon ſets 
it down as an Aphoriſm, Seeſt thou a man 
diligent in his buſineſs , he ſhall ſtand before 
Kings , he ſhall not ſtand before mean men , 
Pro. 22. 29. But whether it happen to have 
that effe& orno, it will have a better, 
for it will ſweeten his preſent condition, 
divert his mind from mutinous reflections 

on 
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on other mens height, and his own low- 
neſs; for 'tis commonly men who mind 
not their work that arc at ſo much leaſure 
to gaze. He that carefully plies his own 
bullncks will haye his thoughts more con- 
centred: and doubtleſs 'tis no ſmall hap- 
pincſs to have them ſo, for 'tis their gad- 
ding too much abroad, looking on other 
mens conditions that ſends them back 
(like Dinah deflowred) to pur all in up- 
roar at home. Theſonof f wag: ſpeaks 
with tranſportation of the ſtate even of 
him that labors and is content, and calls 
ita ſweet hife, Ecclul. 40. 18. And certain- 
ly 'tis infinitly more ſo then that of the 
greateſt Prince whoſe mind ſwells be- 
yond his territories. 

10. Uron all theſe conſiderations it 
cannot bur appear very reaſonable that 
we ſhould leaye God to govern the world, 
not be putting in like the ſons of Zebedee, 
for the higheſt ſeats, bur continually reſt 
our ſelves where he has placed us, rill his 
Providence (not our own deſigns) ad- 
vance us. We can no where beſo obſcure 
as to be hid from his eies, whoas he va- 
lued the Widows mite above the great 
oblations of the Rich; ſo he will noleſs 
graciouſly accept the humble endeyors 


of 


Scr. VI. Of Gods general Providence. 119 


of the mean, then the more eminent ſer- 
vices of the Mighty ; Himſelf having de- 
clared , That he accepts, according to what 
a man hath, and not according to what he 
hath not, 2 Cor. 18. 12. So that in what 
rank ſocyer a man is ſet, he has ſtill the 
opportunity of approving himſelf ro God, 
and tho in the cic of the World he be a 
veſſel of diſhonor, yer in the day when 
God comes to make up his Fewels, Mal. 5. 
17. - there will be another eſtimate made 
of him who regularly moves in his own 
ſphere. And ſure he that fits down inthis 
acquieſcence is a happier man, then he 
that enjoies the greateſt worldly ſplendor: 
bur infinitly more ſo then he who impati- 
ently covers but cannot attain them for 
ſuch a man puts himſelf upon a perpetual 
rack, keeps his appetites up at the urmoſt 
ſtretch, and yer has nothing wherewith 
to ſatisfie them. Ler therefore our caſe , if 
not our duty promt us to acquieſcence, 
and a rcady ſubmiſſion to Gods diſpoſals, 
to which we have yet a farther induce- 
ment from that diſtinct care he hath over 
every mans peculiar, by which he propor- 
tions to him, what is rcally beſt for him ; 
of which we are farther to conſider in the 


next Section. 
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Sect. VII. 


Of Gods particular Providence. 


I. bo is the imperfe&tion of our finite 

nature, that we cannot at once at- 
tend to diyers things, but the more ye 
hement our intention is upon one, the 
greater is our negle& of the reſt. But 
Gods Infinity cannot be ſo bounded; his 
Eies at once ſee, and his Providence at 
once orders all the moſt diſtant and dif- 
parate things in the World. He is not 
ſuch an Epicurean Deity, as to ſequeſter 
himſelf whelly to the enjoiment of his 
own felicity, and to deſpiſe the concerns 
of poor mortals; but tho he have his 
dwelling ſo high, yet he humbleth himſelf ta 
behold the things in heaven and earth , Pſal. 
113.5. Nor does his Providence confine 
it ſelf to the more ſplendid and greater 
parts of managery , the conduct of Em- 
= and States, but it deſcends to the 
oweſt parts of his Creation , to the Fowk 
of theair, to the Lzhes of the field, -_ 
then 
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then ſure our Saviors inference as to man- 
kind is irrefragable , Are ye not much better 
then they * Mar. 6. 26. If a Sparrow (as 
he elſewhere tells his Diſciples) cannot 
fall to rhe ground without Gods parti- 
cular notice ; ſurely no human creature 
is leſs conſiderable to him ; nay if our ve- 
ry haires are numbred, we cannot think 
the excreſcenccis of more value then the 
ſtok, but muſt conclude that God with a 
particular adyertence watchs over the 
concerns of every man. | 
2. Now God being infinitly good, 
cannot thus attend us upon any inſidious 
deſign of doing us miſchief ; he watches 
over us as aguardian, notasaſpy : and 
dire&ts his obſeryation to the more ſea- 
ſonable adapting his benefits. And as he 
is thus gracious in deſigning our advan- 
tage; ſohe is noleſs wiſe in contriving it. 
All things ſaies the w/e man are not { N 
fitable for ail men, Ecclul. 37.28. Indeed 
nothing is abſolutly good but God :-all 
created things are goodor all in reference 
to that to which they are applied. Meat 
is good, butto aſurfeited ſtomach 'tis not 
only nauſeous but dangerous. Fire is 
ood, burif putin our boſoms , not only 
urns our cloths bur fleſh, And as hu- 
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man wiſdom directs the right application 
of theſe and thelike, ſothe ſupreme and 
divine orders events according to the dif- 
poſition of the perſon concern'd ; he knows 
our frame, Pſal. 103. 14. and diſcerns 
what operation ſuch or ſuch things will 
have upon us, while we who know neither 
our ſelves nor them, can make but random 
gueſſes, and worſe choices. Andſure he 
that do's bur thus in the general acknow- 
ledg Gods providence, goodneſs and wil: 
dom ( which he is no Chriftian who do's 
not) has aſufficient amuler againſt all his 
follicitudes , much more his repinings. He 
cannot think he ſuffers unawares to him 
who ſees all things. He cannot think his 
ſufferings are defign'd for ill ro him , be- 
cauſe they arediſpos'd by him who intends 
and projects his good. Nor can he feat 
thoſe intentions can miſcarry, which are 
puided by an infinit and unerring wiſdom, 
and backt by an uncontrolable power. 
And ſure this is as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Heb. 
6.18. ſtrong conſolation, if we would but 
duely apply ir. 

- 3. YET becauſegeneral notions do of- 
ten make but light impreſſions on us; 
t'may not be amiſs to make a litrle 
Hiore inſpection, and to obferye how aps 


pli- 
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plicable they are to the ſeveral kinds of 
our difcontents. Now thoſe may be re- 
duced to two: for cither we are troubled 
at the want of ſomthing wedeſire, orat 
the ſuffering of ſomthing we would a- 
yert; ſo that the two notions of priva- 
tive and poſitive, divide between them 
all our affliction. | 
4. Tae firſt of theſe is uſually the moſt 
comprehenſiye,for there are few who have 
not more torment from the apprehenſion 
of ſomwhat they want, then from the 
ſmart of any thing they feel: And in- 
deed whilſt our deſires are ſo yagrant and 
exorbitant, they will be ſure to furniſh 
matrer enough for our diſcontents. But 
certainly there is not in the world ſuch 
a charm for them; as the conſideration 
that God is more wiſe to diſcern, and 
more careful to provide what is really 
good for us then we our ſelves. We poor 
urblind creatures look only on the ſur- 
Face of things, and if we ſeca beautiful 
appearance, ſomwhat thar invites our ſen- 
ſes, we court it with the utmoſt carneſt- 
neſs; butGod penetrates deeper, he ſees to 
the bottom both of us and thoſe things we 
deſire, and finds often that tho they may 
pleaſe our appetite, they will hurt our 
Q 2 health: 
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health: and will no more give them to 
us, then a careful father will to his child 
thoſe gilded poiſons he cries for. Per- 
haps this man is taken with rhe enchanting 
muſic of fame, likes not his own obſcure 
ſtation, but would fain preſent himſelf 
upon a more public Theater, come intd 
the eie and croud of the world ; but hoy 
little do's he know how he ſhall a& his 
part there: whether he ſhall come off with 
a plaudite or a hiſs ? He may render him- 
ſelf but the more public ſpedlacle of ſcorn; 
orif he do'not that, he may by a better 
ſucceſs feed up his vain glory ro ſuch a 
bulk, as may render him too great weight 
for that tortering pinnacle whercon he 
ſtands : and ſo after he has niade a tow- 
ring circle, he may fall back with more 
ignominy to his firſt point. Another-it 
may be no leſs eagerly deſires wealth, 
thinks (as once Creſ/us did) that he that 
abounds in treſure cannot be emty of fe- 
licity; bur alas how knows he how he ſhall 
employ it? There are two contrary temta- 
tions that attend riches; riots, and co- 
vetouſneſs : and he is ſure alittle too con- 
fident, that dares promiſe himſelf that 
when there is ſuch odds againſt him, he 
ſhall certainly chuſe the one juſt mean þ 
an 
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and if hedo not, he do's only inflame his 
account at the great Audir. Beſide the 
more wealth he has, the fairer booty he 
isto the ayarice of others; and it has bin 
often ſeen, that many a man had not di- 
ed ſopoor, ifhe hadlivedleſs rich. Ano- 
ther perhaps thinks not himſelf ſo much 
to want wealth as children to heir it, 
and complains with Abraham, Lord what 
wilt thou give me ſeeing I go childleſs? Gen. 
I5. 2. yet how knows he whether that 
child he ſo much deſires /ha/l be a w/e man 
or a foot, Eccle. 2.19. a comfort ora ve- 
xation to himſelfif he live to ſee his proof? 
and if he do not, he do's but projed for 
an acceſs to his dying cares in what hands 
tolecaye him. Rachel ſollicired this fatis- 
faction with the greateſt impatience give 
me children or I die , Gen. 30. 1. and 'tis ob- 
ſeryable that the grant of her wiſh proyed 
the loſs of her life. 

5. THus in theſe and innumerable o- 
ther inſtances we drive on blindfold , and 
very often impetuouſly purſuc that which 
would ruin us: and were God as ſhort- 
ſighted as we, into what precipices ſhould 
we minutely hurry our ſelycs ? or were 
he-ſo unkind as to conſider our impor- 
tunity more then our intereſt, we ſhould 

quick- 
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quickly ſink under the o_ of our own 
wiſhes; and as Z#venalin his tenth Satyr 
excellently obſerves, pettiſh by the ſucces 
and grantof our Praiers. Iſuppoſe there 
is no man that ſoberly recollets the e: 
vents of his life, but can experimentall 
ſay, he has ſomtimes deſired things which 
would haye bin to his miſchief if he had 
had them, and that himſelf has after lookt 
on the denial as a mercy: as on the 0- 
ther fide when he has Colbars inhis aims, 
and had what his ſoul luſted after , it has 
bin but like the quailes ro the [/raelttes, 
a conviction and puniſhment, rather then 
a ſatisfaction. And now ſurely God may 
complain of us as hedid of I/rae!, How 
long will it be ere you believe me? Num. 
14. 11. After all the atteſtations he has 
given of his care and Providence over us; 
after all the experiments we have had of 
the folly of our own clections, we can- 
not yet be brought either to diſtruſt our 
ſelyes, or rely upon him. We will ſtill 
be chuſing, and look on him as nofarrher 
concern'd, then as the executioner of out 
deſigns. 

6. T xx sis certainly a ſtrange perverſe: 
neſs, and ſuch as no ſenſible man would 
be guilty of in any other inſtance. In all 

out 
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our ſecular aftaires we truſt thoſe whom 
we have cauſe to think underſtand them 
better then our ſelyes, and rely upon men 
in their own faculty. We pur our cſtates 
in the Lawyers hand, our bodies into the 
Phyſicians, andſubmitto their advicetho 
itbe againſt our humor, merely becauſe 
we account them more competent judges. 
Yer this deference we cannot be perſwa- 
ded'to pay to God, but will ſtill be pre- 
ſcribing to him, and are very angry it his 
diſpenſations do not exactly anſwer our 
fancies. And can we offer him a greater 
affront then thus ro diſtrict him ? What 
is it but interpretatively to deny cither 
his wiſdom, or his goodneſs , or both ? 
and ſo derogate from him in two of his 
eſſential atrributes. For there can be no 
rational account given by any who be- 
lieve thoſe, why they ſhould not remit 
their whole concerns to him. So that 
the ſhort accountis, that in our diſtruſts 
we-cither deny him to be God, or our 
ſelves to be men, by reſiſting the moſt 
evident dictates of that reaſon which di- 
ſtinguiſhes us from brutes. For certainly 
there/is not in human diſcourſe a more 
irrefragable Maxim , then that we ought 


for our own ſakes to reſign our ſelyes 
to 
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tohim, who we arc infallibly ſure, can, 
and will chuſe berrer for us then we for 
our ſelyes. 

7. THis was ſo apparent by mere na 
tural light, that Socrates adviſed men to 
bp" only for bleſſings in general, and 
cave the particular kind of : Jo ro Gods 
election, who beſt knows what is good 
for us. And ſure this is ſuch a piece of 
divinity , as extremely reproches us Chri. 
ſtians,, who cannot match a Hearhen in 
his implicit faich to God. Nay indeed 
'ris the vileſt defamation upon God him- 
ſelf, -that we who pretend ro know hin 
more, ſhould truſt him leſs. So that we 
ſee our repinings do not terminate in their 
own proper guilt, but do in their conſe- 
quences ſwell higher, and our diſcontents 
propagate themſelves into Blaſphemy.For 
while we impatiently complain of our 
wants, we do tacitly tax God to want ei- 
ther that wiſdom , power, or loye, where- 
by he ſhould ſupply us. And ſure he muſt 
be very Atheiſtical ro whom this will not 
= a competent prejudice againſt this 

in. 

8. AND this very conſideration: wilt 
equally prejudg the other branch of our 
diſcontents , I mean thoſe which repine 
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at the ills we ſuffer. And not only our 
pn , bur our poſitive afflitions may 

it haye their bitterneſs taken off : for 
the ſame goodneſs and wiſdom which de- 
nics thoſe things we like, becauſe they 
are hurtful for us, do's upon the very ſame 
reaſon give us thoſe diſtaſtful things 
which he ſees profitable. A wiſe = [- 
cian do's not only diet, but if occaſion 
be, purge his Patient alſo. ' And ſurely 
there is not ſuch a purifier, ſuch acleanſer 
of the ſoul asare afflictions, if we do nor 
(like diſorderly Patients) fruſtrate their 
efficacy by the irregular managery of our 
ſelves under them. 
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SneT. VIIL 


Of the advantage of Affiictions. 


I. I T were the work of a volume to give 
an exa&t and minute account of the 
benefir of Afflictions. I ſhall only point 
' atſome of the more general and obvious. 
And firſt, it is one of the moſt awakening 
calls to repentance; and to this end ir is 
that God moſt uſually deſigns it. We ſee 
the whole ſcene of it, Hof.5.1 5.1wwi//go and 
return to my place,till they acknowledg their 
offence, and ſeek my face : im their afiiBion 
they will ſeek me early : and in the very 
next verſe we find this voice of God e- 
choed forth by a penitential note, Come, 
and let us return unto the Lord, for he hath 
torn, and he will heal us ; hehath ſmitten, 
and he will bind us up. Thus we find the 
Brethren of 7o/zph, rho there had a long 
interval paſſed betwixt their barbarous u- 
fage of him,and his feigned rigor to them, 
yet when they ſaw themſelves diſtreſt by 
the one, then'they begin to — 
other, 
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other ſaying , We are verily guilty concern- 
ing our brother , Gen. 42.21. Proſperity 
is an intoxicating thing , and there are few 
brains ſtrong enough to bearit; it laies 
us aſleep, and amuſes us with pleaſant 
dreams , whil'ſt inthe meantime Jatarnri- 
fles our treſures , and ſpoils us, by the de- 
ccitful charms of ſin, of our innocency 
Ve and real happineſs. And can there be a 
he | more friend) office don for a man in this 
ny condition, then to rouz him, and bring 
5. | himto apprehend thedeſigns that are lai 
sf againſt kim ? And this is the errand on 
5 F which afflictions are ſent: ſo that we have 
© J reaſontolook on them as our friends and 
14 | confederates that intend our reſcue, and 
74 to take the alarm they giveus, and dili- 
my gently ſeck out thoſe inteſtine enemies of 
7 which they warn us. And he that inſtead 
h 


of this , quarrels at their interpoſing, 
thinks them his exemtes becauſe they tell him 
| the truth, Gal. 4.16. does miſerably per- 
'» f vert the conn/elof God againſt himſelf , Luk. 
Cy] -7.30. and may atlaſt yerify his ownjea- 
louſies, and by ſo provoking an ingrati- 
- | tude, conyert thoſe into the wounds of an 
» | enemy, which were originally meant as 
the corrections of a Father. 


R 2 2. AND 
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2. AND as afflictions do thus in gene- 
ral admoniſhus of ſins, ſo itpleaſes God 
moſt frequently ſo to model and frame 
them, thar they bear the very image and 
impreſs of thoſe particular guilts they are 
to chaſtiſe , and are the dark ſhadows that 
attend our gay delights, or flagrant in- 
ſolencies. The Wiſe Man obſerves, that 
the turning the Egyptian Waters into 
Blood, was a manifeſt reproof of that cru- 
el commandment for the murdering of 
the Hebrew Infants, W/d. 12. 5. And 
ſurely we might in moſt, if nor all our 
ſufferings, ſee ſome ſuch correſponding 
circumſtances, as may lead us to the im- 
mediate proyoking cauſe of it. God who 
does all rhings in number, weight, and 
meſure, does in puniſhments aſs obſerye 
a ſymmetry and proportion, and adapts 
them nor only to the heinouſneſs, but 
even the yery ſpecific kind of our crimes. 
The only fixtimmutable rule he has given 
for his Vice-gerents on earth to puniſh 
by, is thatin the caſe of murder, which is 
we ſee grounded on this rule of propor- 
tion , He that ſheddeth mans blood , by man 
ſhall his blood be ſhed, Gen. 9. 6. And 
tho he have now reſcinded the inferior 
retaliations of the eze for the exe, the tooth 


for 


- 
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for the tooth, Exod. 21.24. ( probably for 
the hardneſs of our hearts, becauf: he 
ſaw our reyengeful natures would be roo 
much pleaſed with ir ) yet he has not pre- 
cluded himſelf from a&ting by thoſe me- 
ſures, but weſee it do's yery often ſignally 
make men feel the ſmartof thoſe violen- 
cies or injuſtice they have uſed to others. 
Of this the Sacred ſtory affords ſeyeral 
examples ( as Adonibezek, Jud.1.6. and A- 
hab, 1 King. 21. 19.) and profane many 
more, and daily experience and obſerya- 
tion moſt of all. And tho this method of 
retaliation is not alwaies ſo evident and 
apparent tothe World, becauſe mens ſins 
are not alwaics ſo, yer I believe if men 
would duely recolle&, it would be for the 
moſt part diſcernable to their own con- 
ſciences, and they would apparently ſee, 
that their Calamities did but trace the 
footſteps of their ſins. 

3. Now if we rightly weigh this, we 
cannot but think it a very adyantageous 
circumſtance, We are naturally blind 
when we look inward, andif we haye not 
ſome advyentitious light to clear the ob- 
jet, wil be very apt to overlook it. There- 
fore ſince the end of all our afflicions is 


our repentance, it is a wiſe and gracious 
diſpoſal 


—— 
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poſal, that they do thus point to us thoſe 

articular ſins of which weare to repent, 

he body of fin will not be deſtroied in 
the whole entire bulk, bur muſt be dif. 
membred, pull'd topieces limb by limb.He 
that attaques it otherwiſe, will be like Ser. 
toris's ſoldier, who inefteQively tugg'd 
at the Horſes tail to ger it off ar once, 
when he thatpull'd it hair by hair quickly 
didit. Thereforeas it is a great part of out 
ſpiritual Wiſdom to know in what eſpe 
cial parts the Sampſorlike ſtrength of our 
corruptions lie, ſo itisa great inſtance of 
Gods care of us, thus by his corre&ions to 
diſcipline and inſtruct us init. 

4. In all our Aflictions therefore it is 
our concern, nicely and critically ro ob- 
ſerve them. I mean not to enhance our 
murmurs and complaints, buttolearnb 
them what is Gods peculiar controver 
againſt us. This is indeed 70 hear theroa, 
and who hath appointedit , Mic, 6.9. Let 
him therefore that ſuffers in any of his 
concerns, exarnine whether he have not 
ſome correſponding guilt which anſwers 
toit, as face anſwers face, Prov.27.19. 
He that is impoveriſhed in his eſtate, -let 
him conſider firſt how he acquired ir, 
whether there were not ſomthing of fraud 

ot 
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or injuſtice, which like a cancrous hu- 
mor, mixt in its very clements and con- 
ſtitution , and eat ouriits bowels :,or whe- 
ther ſome ſacrilegious prize, ſome coal 
from the altar have nor fired his neſt. Or 
if nothing can be charged upon the ac- 
queſt, ler him conſider how he has uſed 
it; whether he have not made it the fuel 
of his luſts, in riot andexceſles, or the 
obje&t of his adoration in an inordinate 
value of it. In like manner he who is 
afflicted in his body, groans under the tor- 
ment of ſome grievous diſeaſe, may very 
ſeaſonably interrogate himſelf, whether ir 
have not bin contracted by his vice , whe- 
ther his bones be not ( in a more literal ſenſe 
then Fob meant it) full of the ſms of his 
youth, Job 20. 11. and his ſurfeting and 
drunkenneſs benot the cauſe, that his ſoul, 
as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks , abhors all manner 
of meat , and is even hard at deaths door, 
Pſalm 167. 18. or at leaſt whether the not 
paiployia his health and ſtrength tothoſe 
purpoſes for which *twas given, is not the 
reaſon of its being withdrawn. He alſo 
that is inyaded in his reputation, that lies 
under ſome great infamy, is to conſider 
whether it be not deſerved ; whether ſome 
part, if not the whole guilt of which he 

is 
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is accuſed, ſtick not to him: or if he bef - 
clear in that particular inſtance , whetherf , 
ſome conceled fin'of his would nor if it 
were known, incuras great ſcandal : for 
in that caſe he has in right forfeited his 
reputation, and God may make the (ci. 
Zure as well byan unjuſt, as a juſt accu- 
fation. Or if his heart accuſe him not 
here, yetlet him farther refle&t, whether 
his vain-glorious purſuits of praiſe and 
high conceits of himſelf, have not made 
this an apt and neceſſary Humiliation 
forhim. Orlaſtly, lethim recolle& hoy 
he has behaved himſelf rowards others in 
this kind : whether he haye had ajuſt ren- 
derneſs of his neighbors fame, or have 
not rather expoſed and proſtituted it. In 
theſe and many other inſtances ſuch x 
articular ſcrutiny , would {jnall proba 
bility ) diſcoyer the affinity and cogns 
tion between our guilrs and our puniſh- 
ments, and by marking our the Spring 
and Fountai ahead , direct us how to ſtop 
or divert the Current. And he that 
would diligently employ himſelf in this 
Inquiſition, would find little leiſure, and 
leſs cauſe to condole his Aﬀlictions , but 
would divert all his complaints upon him- 
ſelf, accept of the puniſhment of his imiqus 
ty, 
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ty, and thank the Lord for thus gruing him 
warning , Pal. 16,8. 
5. A ſecond benefit which God: de- 
gns us inour Aﬀlictions, is the weaning 
us from the World, to diſentangle us from 
its fetters and charms,and draw us to him- 
ſelf. We read in the ſtory of the De- 
lage , that ſolong as the Earth was coyer- 
ed with Waters, the very Raven was con- 


tented to. take ſhelter in the Ark, but 


when all was fairand dry, eventhe Dove 
finally forſook it, Gen, 8. 12. And 'tis 
much ſo with us: the worſt of men will 
commonly in diſtreſſes haye recourſt ro 
God (the very Heathen Mariners in a 
ſtorm could rebuke Jonah for not calling 
upon his God, 7on.1.6.) when yet the very 
beſt of us, are apt to forget him amidſt 
the blandiſhments and inſinuations of 
proſperity. The kind aſpets of the 
World are very enchanting, apt to in- 
veigle and beſot us; and theretore it is 
Gods care oyerus, toletus ſomtimes ſee 
her more averting countenance in her 
frowns and ſtorms; that, as Children 
frighted by ſome ugly appearance, we 
may run into the arms of our Father. A- 
las, were all things exadtly fitted to our 
humors here, when ſhould we think of a 

remove ? 
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remove? and had not Death ſome har- 
bingers to prepare us for him, what a 
ſurpriſing gueſt would he be tous? 'Tis 
ſtoried x þ- weakens , that ſeeing a Soldier 
in his Camp of ſodaring a courage, that 
he alwaies courted the moſt hazardous at- 
temts, and obſerving him alſo of a very 
infirm ſickly habit, he took a particular 
care of him, and by Medicines and good 
attendance recovered him; which no 
ſooner che had don, but the man grew 
more cautious, and would no longer ex- 
poſe himſelf as formerly ; and gave this 
reaſon for it, that now he was healthy his 
life was of ſome valueto him, and notto 
be hazarded at that ſame rate, as when ir 
was only a burden; and ſhould God cure 
all our complaints, renderus perfectly at 
eaſe, I fear too many of us would be of 
the Soldiers mind, think our lives too 
good toreſfigntohim , much more to ha- 
zard for him, as our Chriſtianity in many 
caſes obligesus. The ſon of Syrach obſer- 
ves, how dreadful death is to a man that us 
at reſt im his poſſeſſions,that hath abundance 
of all things, and hath nothing towvex him ; 
nay he deſcends much lower, and puts'in 
him who ze yet able torecerve meat, Ecclus, 
T4-1. The truthis, we do ſopaſlionate- 


ly 


Q 
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ly dote upon the world , that like beſotted 
Lovers, we can bear agreatdeal of ill u- 
ſage, before wequit our purſuit. Any lit- 
tle ſlight fayot atones us after multiplied 
affronts, and we mult be diſciplined by 
repeted diſappointments, ere we can with- 
draw our confidence. But how fatally 
ſecure ſhould we be, if God ſhould per- 
mit this Siren alwaies to entertain us with 
her muſic , and ſhould not by ſomediſ- 
cordant grating notes, interrupt our ra- 

ptures, and recall us to ſober Fs ar ? 
6. INDEED 'tis one of the higheſt in- 
ſtances of Gods loye, and of his clemen- 
cy alſo, thus to project our reducement. 
We were all in our Baptiſm affianced to 

him, with a particular abrenunciation 0 
the world, ſo that we cannot without the 
greateſt diſloialry caſt our ſelves into its 
embraces ; and yet when we have thus 
broken the covenant of our God, Prov. 2.17. 
he does not purſue us with a jealous rage, 
with the ſeyerity which an abuſed rival'd 
kindneſs would ſuggeſt ; doth not give us 
a bill of divorce 2nd diſclame his relation ; 
but contrives how he may reclame and 
bring us back to himſelf. The tranſcen- 
dency of this lenity God excellently de- 
ſcribes by the Prophet in the caſe of 1/7 ae, 
$ 2 T hey 


— 


140 The Art of Contentment, 


T hey ſay , if a man put away his wife , and 
ſhe become another mans : ſhall he return 
unto- her again? but thou haſt plaied the 
har iot with many lovers , yet return unto me 
ſaith the Lord, = 3.1. Andthis, tho 
a,great height © 

then he daily repetes to us. After we 
| have baſely adulterated with the World, 
converted our affetions from God to it, 
he do's not give us oyer, abandon us ta 
our leud courſe, and conſequent ruin; 
bur ſtill invites our return: and leſt that 
may not ſerye, he does with a great deal 
of Holy artifice eſſay to break that accur- 
fedLeague into which we areenter'd, pulls 
of the Tf uiſe in which the world court- 
ed us, and makes us ſee itasitis init ſelf, 
a ſcene of vanity and vexation of ſpirit , 
Eccles. 1. 14. 

6. ANÞ as hedoes this ingeneral, ſq 
alſo with a particular application to thoſe 
temporal ſatisfations wherewith we were 
moſt tranſported. The things to which we 
are more indifferent do not fo much en- 
danger us; 'tis thofe upon which we have 
more vehemently ſet our hearts, which 
become our ſnares, and awake his jealou- 
ſy ; and accordingly we frequently ſee that 
'tis in thoſe he chuſes to croſs us. __ 

OT- 
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often does it happen that thoſe wich are 
enamored of themſelyes, dote upon their 
own Features, do meet with ſome diſeaſe 
or accident which blaſts their Beauty , wi- 
thers that fair Flower, and makes their 
Winter oyertake their Spring ? Soinour 
Friends and Relations 'tis uſually ſeen, 
we ſooneſt looſe thoſe for whom we 
have the greateſt, the moſt immoderate 
paſſion. If there be one fondling a- 
mong our Children, 'tis odds bur that is 
taken away , or make as muchthe obje&t 
of our grief and ſorrow, as ever it was of 
our joy and love. When God ſees our 
hearts ſo exceſſively cleave to any tranſi- 
tory thing, he knows 'tis neceſſary to ſe- 
yer them, for whil'ſt we have ſuch clogs 
upon us, oxr ſouls willcleave to the duf a 
Pſalm. 119. 1+ will not be able to ſoar up 
to the higher Region for which they are 
deſign'd. 

7, In aword, God ſoloves us, that he 
removes whatever he ſees will obſtruct 
that intimate union which he deſires with 
us; and ſure this is ſo obliging, thattho 
he ſhould bid us to our loſs, tho he could 
not recompence us for what he takes from 
us, yet we muſt be yery ill naturdif we 
can be angry at ſo much kindneſs. Bur 

when 
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when to this is added, that all this is prin- 
cipally, nay ſolely deſign'd for our ad- 
yantage, that God takes from us all theſe 
emty deluſory contentments , merely that 
he may inſtate us in ſolid and durable 
joies; we betray as much ignorance of 
our intereſt, as inſenſibleneſs of our ob- 
ligation, if we repine that God makes us 
ſo much his care. *Tis true indeed, the 
things to which we have ſo inordinatly 
adhered,do ſtick fo cloſe, that they cannot 
be pull'd away without ſome pain: yet fot 
our corporal ſecurity we can endure the 
fundring of parts that do not only cleave 
but grow to us. He that has a gangrend 
member, ſuffers it to be cutoff to ſaye hiz 
whole body, and do's not revile, but thank 
and reward the Chirurgion. Yet where 
our ſouls are conebin' , and where the 
things have nonatiye union with us , but 
are only cemented by our paſſions, weare 
impatient of the method, and think God 
deals very hardly with us, not to let us 
periſh with what we love. The ſum of all 
is this, God, tho he be abundantly conde- 
ſcending, yet he will neyer ſtoop ſo low as 
to ſhare his intereſt in us with the world: 
if we will deyote our ſelyes toit, *tis not 
all our emty forms of ſeryice will tay 
im 
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d. | him; if we cannot diyorce our hearts from 
fe | it, he will diyorce himſelf eternally from 
at us. Andrhe caſe being thus, we are ſure 
le {| very ill adviſed if we Jo not contentedly 
of | reſign our ſclyes to his methods, & cheer- 
b. | fully endure them how ſharp ſoever. The 
us | only expedient we haye for our own caſe, 
hef] is ro ſhorten the cure by giving our aſſi- 
ly ance, and not by ſtruglings to renderit 
ot | more difficult and painful. Letus entirely 
for {ſurrender our wills to him, and when we 
he have don that, we may without much pain 
e, let him take any thing elſe. But the more 
nJ difficult we find it to be diſentangled from 
his | the World, the greater ſhould our caution 
nk {be againſt all furure engagements to it. If 
-re | our eſcape hath bin as the Apoſtleſaies , / 
he 4s by fire, Jude 23. with much ſmart and 
ut hazard, let us at leaſt haye ſo much wit, as 
ire the common Proyerb allows children, and 
od not again expoſe ourſelves: letus never 
us pluc our hearts to any external thing , but 
& all the concerns of the World hang 
Je- Ylooſe about us : by that means we ſhall be 
as Fable ro put them off inſenſibly whenever 
d: God calls for them, or perhaps we ſhall 
zot prevent his calling for them art all, ir be- 
fy ['"g for the moſt part our roo cloſe adhe- 
im [ſion to them which promts him to ir. : 
- A 
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$. A third adyantage of afflittions is, 
that it is a mark and ſignature of our ad: 
option, a witneſs of our legitimation, 
Y; hat ſon is he (ſaith the Apoſtle ) whom 
the Father chaſtiſeth not ? but if ye be with. 
out chaſtiſement, whereof all are partakery, 
then are ye baftards and not ſons,Heb.y2.7, 
$. Facob clad his darling Zoſeph in 4 
party-coloured Coat, and Gods fayorites 
do here wear a Livery inter-wovyen with 
a mixture of dark and gloomy colours; 
their long white robes are laid up for them 
againſt they come to the marrzage of the 
Lamb, Rev. 19. 7. Indeed we much mig 
take the deſign of Chriſtianity , if we 
think it calls us to a condition of eaſe and 
ſecurity. It might ſuir well enough with 
the Votaries of the Golden Calf, to ft 
down to eat and drink, and riſe up to play, 
Exod. 32.6. but the Diſciples of the crw- 
cified Savior are trained to another diſci- 
pline, our profeſſion enters us into a ſtate 
of warfare, and accordingly our yery Bx 
ptiſmal —_—_— runs all in military 
terms, and we are not only Seryants of 
Chriſts Family , but Soldiers of his Camp. 
Now we know in a War men muſt not 
expect to paſs their time in caſe and ſoft- 
neſs, but beſides all the dangers and dif 
| ficulries] * 
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| bard o combat; have many other 


hips.to, endure; hunger and thirſt, 
hear and cold, hard lodgingw»and weary 
i | n2rches ; and he thats too nice for thole;, 
hk. | yiill not long tick. to his colours. Ang 
4, | is rhe ſame in FP vg warfares ma- 
ny preſſutes and ſufferipgs,arc.anngxed to 
"4 it; and,our paſlive,yalgr.js no leſs xried 
res | #hen our aſtive. In relpe of this! it-is 
ich | that our Sayior admoniſhes his Profelytes 
rs; £2 compure firl he oils ulties incident 
ape Lyman 
tle | £2ſnare. us, by propoſing coo eaſy rerms,, 
ig. | de: bids us reckon, up; the worſt, .,and 
well t£ll$'us, that he 7har for ſakes not all that he 
nal] £4eÞ, [hall not be bis, diſec;ple, Luker 4.26. 
ith and t at wemuſl thramuch tribulation enter 
fol 40 the kingdom of God, As 14. 22. Ii 
| deed twere very abſurd forus to expe 
eaſier conditions, when theſe are the ſame 
ſci. 2 which our Leader has ſubmitted. , The 
atell C9p14in of our Satvation was perfetted by 
Keri ,, Heb. 2.19.,.aud if it bebooved 
Chris? to ſuffer before he enter'dintobu glo- 
« off 2+ J-uke 24. 46.. it were inſolent madneſs 
- us to look to be carried thither upon 
our beds of Ivory, or from the noiſcof 
"þ. gue Harps and Viols , be immediatly,rapt 
aif.h 1850 the Choir of Angels. 1 
T | 8, Trrs 
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8: Tar's tas bin ſo much confider'd 


by piovs men; 'tharthey haye looktupos | 


theirſecultr proſperities with'fear andjea- 
louſy, and many have ſolemnly petirion'd 
for croſſes, as thinking them the neceſſary 
atteſtation of their fon-ſhip, and means of 
aſſmulation to.their elder brother. Wiy 
then ſhould that'which was fo'defirable 
'ro-them, appear ſo formidable tous'?'or 
why ſhould weſo ychemently deprecate, 
whar they ſo earneſtly invited? If we in- 


deed' think -it'a'ptivilege to. be the-ſos 
of God, and fellow-heirs with 1? TheRe| 1 


do'we 'grudg at the condition ? The Ro- 
man”Caprain tells Sc. Paul, that he ob- 
rained-the immunities of a Roman w7ths 
great ſum, As 22.28. and ſhall we ex 
pet ſo much a nobler and more; advar- 
rageous adoption perfely grates * look 
that God ſhould change his whole Oeco- 
nomy*for our eaſe, give us an Eternal In- 
herirance, diſcharged of thoſe Temporal 
Incumbrances himfelf has annexed to it? 
This were ſure as nnjuſt a hope, as it would 
be'a vain one: When David had thaten- 
ſnared propoſal'made him, of being the 
Kings ſon in Law, 1 Sam. 18. 21. he et 
ſich a value upon the dignity; thathe de- 
ſpiſed the difficulty of the condition: ow 

ure 
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dure we muſt have. very low abject ſouls, 


| .4f when ſo Inbairly a higher advancement 


is noel pier us, we:canſufferany 
apprehenſion of hardſhip rodivert us; Ina 
'word,. let us remember that of the'Apa- 
ſtle,if we ſuffer ve [hall alſoreignwith bum, 
2 Tim. 2.12. And tho. our afflictions be 
in themſelyes not joious bur grievous',:yert 
when they are conſider'd as the carneft of 
our furure inheritance, they put on, an- 
other face, and may rather enamor then 


{fright us. = 
+. 9. A fourth advantage of afflitions is, 


that they excite our compalkions towards 
others: there is nothing qualifies us fo 
rightly to eſtimate the ſuffering of others, 
as the having our ſelyes felt them: with- 
out this ourapprehenſionsof them are as 
dull and confuſed, as a blind man's of co- 
lours, or adeaf man of founds. They that 
ftretch themſetves upon their couches , that 
eat the lambs out of the flock , and the cabves 
out of the midſt of the ſtall: that chaunt to 
the ſound of the viol, drink wine in bowls,and 
anoint themſetves with the chief ointments , 
will not much be grieved with the affliftions 
of Foſeph, Amos 6. 4. Nay ſo neceſlary is 
our experience towards our commilſerati- 
on, that we ſce 'twas thought a requiſite 

+ TS Ac- 
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accompliſhment of our High Prieft (that 
higheſt 'example. of -unbounded'compal- 
fion) and therefore ſaich the Apoſtle, 
. tt behooved him in all things to be made 
the bis \brethren,that he might be a merciful 
. #ifd Faithful high Prieſt in things pertaining 
0 God; -to make reconciliation for the ſins 
of the 4k for in that he himſelf hath 
"ſuffer'd being 'temted, he us able alſo to 
ſuccoy them that are temted , Heb. 2.17,18, 
But if he whoſe mere ſenſe of our miſe: 
ries brought him down tous, choſe this 
expedient to adyance his pity , how ne- 
ceſſary is it toour petrified bowels ? And 
ſince God has aflign'd our mercies to our 
Bretliren, as- the ſtandard by which he 
will proportion his to us, 'tis more ours 
then-rheir adyantagt to haye them enlar- 
ged: | ſo that when by making us taſt of 
their-cup, acquainting us with the bitter 
reliſh of their ſufferings ; he prepares us 
to a Chriſtian ſympathy with them , 'ris 
but a-remoter way of obliging and quali- 
fying us for a more ample portion of his 
mercy. Nay beſides the profit, there is 
honor accrues to us by it. Compaſſion is 
one of the beſt properties of our nature; 
and we unman our ſelves when we pur it 
off;' nay more, 'tis an attribute of the Di- 
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vinity , and the more we adyancein it, the 
cloſer approches we make ro him.'- And 
therefore we have all reaſon to-bleſs him 
for-that diſcipline by which he promotes 
us inſo excellent, ſoneceſſary agrace. 
10. A fifth benefit of affliction, is, that 
it is an improyement of Deyotion, - ſets 
us with more heartineſs to our Praiers. 
Whil'ſt Proſperity flows in upon us;; we 
bath our ſelves in its ſtreams, but are very 
apt to forget its ſource; ſo that God is 
fain to ſtop the current, leave us dry and 
parched, that our needs may make us do 
what our gratitude-would not, trace our 
bleſſings up to the original ſpring, and 
both acknowledg and inyoke him as the 
Author of all our good. This effe& of 
afflictions is obſery'd by the .Propher, 
Lord, in trouble have they viſited thee , they 
poured out a praier when thy chaſtning was 
won them , 11a. 26.16. AndI believelI may 
yo to every mans experience, whe- 
r-his Praiers be not more frequent and 
more hearty too, when he is under ſome 
diſtreſs. Then how importunate are we in 
our Petitions ? how profuſe in our Vows 
and Promiſes ? ſaying with I/raet, Deli 
ver us only wwe pray thee this day: and they 
Put away the ſtrangeGods fromamong them , 


and 
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and ſervedthe Lord ,. Jud. 10. 15; Icon 
feſs, 'ris no good indication of our temper, 
that we need thus to be-put in the pref 
ere we will yield any thing. yet ſince we 
are ſo diſingenuous, 'tis a mercy in God to 
adapt his methods. tous, toextort when 
we will not give; and if he can have no 
free-will-offerings, yet at leaſt to exact his 
tribute. Nor do's he deſign the effect of 
this ſhould ceaſe with the calamity that 
miſ'd it, but expeas our compell'd ad 
dreſſes ſhould bring us into the way df 
voluntary ones, and happily enſnare us 
into Piety. And indeed herein we arc 
worſe then brutiſh if ir donor. We think 
it a barbarous rudeneſs to engage a manin 
our affairs, and as ſoon as we have ſeryed 
our own turns, never take farthernorict 
of him. Nay indeed the yery beaſts may 
lecture us inthis piece of Morality, ma 
ny of them paying a ſignal gratitude 
where they have received benefits: and 
ſhall we not come up at leaſt ro their 
pitch? ſhall not the endearment of our 
deliverance bring our deliverer into ſome 
repute & conſideration with us, and make 
us deſire to keep up an acquaintance and 
entercourſe with him ? Yet if ingenuity 
work not with us, letintereſt ar leaſt 4] 
| vail, 
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yail; - and 'the remembrance how ſoon 
ye may need him again, admoniſh us not 
to' make our ſelves ſtrangers to him. God 
complains of [/rae/, Wherefore fay my peo- 


ple; we are Lords? wewnll come no more at 


thee, Jer. 2. 31. -A'Very-inſolent folly to 
renounce that dependance by which a- 
lone they- ſubſiſted ,- and no leſs wiltirbe 
in-any of-us if we ſtop our recourſe to him 
becauſe we haye had advantageby it.” We 
have no'aſſurance that the ſame occaſion 
ſhall not recur, but with whar face can 
we 'then reſume that'entercourſe' which 
in: the interval we- deſpiſed ? So that if 
we” have but any ordinary Providence 
we fhall ſtill ſo celebrare paſt reſcues; as 

fo continue 'in a capacity of begping 

more, and then we 'cannor but alfo con- 

{eſs the benefit-of thoſe firſt calamities 
which inſpirited our deyotion, and taughr 

us to pray incarneſt, and will beaſhamed 

that--our "Thanks -ſhould be urter'd*in/a 

fairiter -accent- then out Petitions ; or out 

daily Spiritual Concerts ſhould bemore 

eoldly ſolicited then our Temporal ac- 

cidental ones. & 2060 


- 1x. Nox'is-it only our deyotion that is 

thus improved by our diſtreſſes, bur many 

ather Graces ; our Faith, our Hope, our 
| Patience, 
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Patience, our Chriſtian Sufferance and 

Fortitude, . It is no triumph of, Faith 

truſt God. for thoſe —_—_ things which 

- he givesusin hand, this is rather ro walk 

by ſenſe then Faith , .buttorely.on himin 
e 


to bekeve in bope , this is the Faith of at 

child/of Abraham, and will be imputed to 
us (as it. was to him) for righteouſneſs, 
Rom. 4..23. So alſo. our Patience. ows 
all irs, opportunities. of exerciſe -to-out 
Aflitions, and conſequently owes alſoy 
- great. part-of its þeing to them, - for we 
know deſuetude will loſe habits. What 
imaginable uſe | is «there ;of Patience, 


wheze.there is nothing to- ſuffer ?: In our] 


proſperous ſtate ,. we may indeed imploy 
our, Temperance, our Humility, our-Cau- 
tion,z, -but Patience ſeems then a-uſeleſs 
Vertue; nay indeed , for ought we know, 
may; be.counterfeit, till adyerſity bring it 
to. the teſt. And yet this is the moſt ” 
rious accompliſhment of a Chriſtian,-that 
which moſt eminently conforms him to 
the Image of his Savior , whoſe whole life 
was a perpetual exerciſe ofthis grace and 
therefore we loye our cafe too well if, we 
are .unwilling to buy this Pearl at,any 
price. Ld aigcsÞ- hand nol 
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12. La$STLY, Ourthankfulneſs is (at 
leaſt oughrro be) increaft by our diſtreſ- 


es. *Tis very natural for us to refle& with 
value and eftcem upon thoſe Bleſſings we 
| haveloſt, and we too often doit to aggra- 


yate our diſcontent: but ſure, the more 
rational uſe of it is to raiſe our thankful- 
neſs for the time whercin we enjoied 
them. Nay not only our former enjoi- 
ments, buceyen our preſent deprivations 
deſerve our gratitude, if we conſider the 
happy advantages we may reap from 
them. If we will peryerſly caſt them a- 
way , that unworthy contemt paies no 
ſcores, for we ſtill ſtand anſwerable in 


' Gods account for the good he defign'd, 
and we might have had] 


by it, and we be- 
come liable to a new charge for our ingra- 
titude in thus 4eſp:i/ing the chaſtiſement of 
the Lord, Heb. 12.5. 

13. And now if all theſe benefits of - 
afflitions (which are yet but imperfect 
recited) may be thought worth confi- 
dering , it cannot bur reconcile ys to 
the ſharpeſt of Gods metliods; unleſs we 
will own our ſelves ſuch mere Animals, 
as to have no other apprehenfions then 
what our bodily ſenſes convey tous. For 


ſure, he that has reaſon enough to under- 
| U ſtand 


— 
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ſtand that he has an immorral ſoul, cannot 
bur 'aſſent thart its intereſts ſhould be ſer- 


ved, tho with the diſplacency of his fleſh.” 
Yer even in regard of that, our murmur-' 


ings are oft yery unjuſt, for we do many 
times ignorantly prejudg Gods celignd 
towards us eyen in Temporals , who fre- 
quently makes a little tranſient uncaſi; 
neſs the paſſage to ſecularfelicities. Moſes 
when he fled outof Egypt, probably lit: 
tle thought that he ſhould return thither a 
God unto Pharaoh, Exod. 4. 16. and as lit- 
tle did Fo/eph when he was broughtthither 
a ſlave, that he was tobe a Ruler there; 
yetas diſtant as thoſe ſtates were, the Di- 
vine Providence had ſo connected them, 
that the one depends upon the other. And 
certainly we may often obſerye the like 
over-ruling heal in our own diſtreſſes, 
that thoſe events which we hayeentertain- 
, ed with the greateſt regret, haye in the 
conſequences bin very beneficial to us. 

... 14; To conclude, we have certainly 
both from ſpeculation and experience, a- 
bundant matter to calm all our diſquiets, 
to ſatisfy ourdiſtruſts, and to fixinus an 
entire reſignation to Gods diſpoſals, who 
has deſigns which we cannot penetrate, 
but. none which we need fear, unleſs we 
= X our 
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our ſelves peryert them. We have our $a- 
yiors word for it, that he wi// not grue ns a 


| fone whenwe askbread,nor a ſtorpron when 
| weaska fi/h, Matth. 7.9. | Nay his love 


ſecures us yet farther from the errors of 
our own wild choice, and do's not give us 
thoſe ſtones and ſcorpions which we im- 
porrunefor. Let us then leave our con- 
cerns to him who beſt knows them, and 
make it our ſole care to entertain his difſ- 
penſations with as much ſubmiſſion and 
duty as hediſpences tthem'with loye and 
wiſdom. And if we can but'do'ſo; we 


may dareall the power of Earth and Hell 


too, to makeus miſerable *: for be our af- 
Aittions what they can: 'we are ſurethey 
are but what wein ſome reſpe& or other 
heed; be they privartive or-poſitive, the 
want of what we wiſh ; orthe ſuffering of 
whatwe wiſh not, they are the difpoſals 
of him who cannot err,” and we ſhall #t- 
nally have cauſe to ſay with the Pſalmiſt 
It is good for me that I have bin afflitted, 
Pſalm 119: 71. | 
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Of our Misfortunes. compared with pr 
| other mens. » (6 

"os C 


17 Ecomc now. to impreſs an equally {& 
juſt and-uſeful conſideration , . the [zo 
in 

{ 


comparing our Misfortungs with thoſe of I: 
other mens; and he that does that, will cer 
tainly ſee fo little cauſe to think himſelf f 
ſingular, that he will not find himſelfſu-Jm 
po ative in calamity ; for there is no may [tu 
iving that can.with reaſon afiirm himſe} F 
to be the very, unhappicſt man;there being 
innumerable diſtreſlſes of,others,which,he 
knows not,of, and conſequently canngt 
bring them in balance with his own. . A 
multitude, of men there arc whoſe perſons 
he knows not, . and evcn.of thofe he does, 
he. may be much a ſtranger totheir diſtreſ; Ja 
ſes; many ſorrows may lie atthe heart of Jas 
him who carries a ſmiling face , .and ma 
a man has bin an object of enyy to thol 
who look bur on the ſurface of his ſtate, 
who yet to thoſe who know his priyate 
griefs appears more worthy of compaſ- 
ſion. And ſure this confuſed uncer- 
tain 
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taig. eſtimate. of other mens afflictions, 
may divert us from all loud out-cries of 
\. Jour own So/ou.ſecing a friend much op- 
th [pre ft-with grief, carried him up toa Town 
; [that oyer-lookt the City,of Athens, and 
| [fhewing himall the Buildings, ſaidto him, 
; [Conſider how many-ſorrows have, do,and 
[ly [hall in furure Ages inhabit under all thoſe 
he [roofs , and do not vex thy ſelf withthoſe 


of Jinconveniencies which are common to 
et mortality, as if they were only yours. And 
| fare 'twas good advice :. for {uttering is al- 
ſu-Imoſt/ as inſeparable. an adjunct of, our na- 
ag ture, as dying is:.yet we do-notſee men 
el uv apt. ro imbitter their whole lives by 
ng [the fore-ſightthat they muſt die ,, bur ſee- 
he Jing it a thing as univerſal as inevitable , 
—_— more forward to take up the E- 

A Jpicures. reſolution, Let us eat and drink, 
ns [for to morrowwwedie, 1 Cor.15.32: And 
S» Iyhy. ſhould we: not look upon afflitions 
ef Uo as the common lot of humanity, and 
of Jas: we take the advantages, fo be content 

to-bear the incumbrances of that ſtate ? 

« ..2. Burt beſides, that implicite allow- 
e, ance that is thus ro be. made for the wun- 
te [known calamities of others, if we ſuryey 
t thoſe that lie open and viſible tous, 

e, moſt of us ſhall find enough'to dit- 

un I coun- 
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countenance our complaints. Who' is]ts 
there that when he has moſt ſtudiouſly re £ 
colle&ed his miſeries', may not find ſonieÞao 
of other that apparently equals, if not[ſul 
exceeds him ? He thati/ſtomacs his ownſthi 
being conremn'd/ and lighted , may ſeeyt 
another perfecuted and oppreſt. He thatſhlj 
groans'under ſome ſharp pain, may ſeeſtio 
another affli&ted with ſharper : and evedſthe 
he thathas the moſt acute. torments in hisFleſ 
body, may ſee another more ſadly cruchÞer: 
neal! by the agonies of his mind. So thatfe 
if we would but look aboutus, we ſhoullfj 

ſee-ſo many foreign 8ccaſions of our piſthe 
ty, thatwe ſhould be aſham'd to confimſthe 
it wholly toour ſelyes. —_ 


3. It will perhaps be ſaid, that this catof: 
not be univerſally true,for that there muftithe 
in comparative degrees be ſome lowellſthe 
ſtate of mifery : I grant it, bur ſtill chaſiac 
ſtate conſiſts not- in ſuch an indiviſiblefor 
point ; Cy one perſon can have rhtIne 


fmclofure; orit it do, *twill be ſo hard forj6a 
any ro diſcern'who that one perſon is, thatſfea 
Freed deſire no ery obmam oſition , thenſfor 
tohaye every man ſuſpend his repinings, rea 
hed pe om his tile. 'But ales! cha cat 
are butfew that can make any approciiyfth: 
roſtrelt# prerence : ' for tho if we advtit}on 
ef: "Jt toll .- 


— - _ — 
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' i$]tomens complaints, we ſhould think all 
r&[fegrees of compariſon were. confounded, 
YMefaod eyery man were equally the greateſt 
not ſufferer ; yet certainly in the, truth of 
»wifibhings 'tis nothing ſo; for (not to repete 
ſeejyhat was before .mention'd, that proba- 
thatfhly no man is miſerable in any. propor- 
ſeeJtion to the utmoſt degree of poſllbility ) 
veithe remarkably unhappy are very far xk 
hisleſs number. And how paſſionatly ſo- 


fo the 
atfofall mens troubles, moſt men wauld ra- 
ther chuſe to take thoſe they brought, 
reſtthen to venture upon a new dividend. And 
haJindeed he had reaſon for his ſuppoſition 
(bleffor conſidering how great a part of many 
theImens afflictions are of their own making, 
forſitirious and imaginary , they ma juſtly 
hatſfear leaſt they ſhould exchange feathers 
henflfor tead , their own emty ſhadows for the 
gs, real and preſſing calamities of others, and 
erffcannot but think it beſt to fir down. with 
Shtheir own , which ſerves their declamati- 


ons as well,and their eaſe much better. wy 
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oft ſee men at a little mis-ſhaping of a gar: 
ment, a'ſfcarce diſcernable error in ha 
Cook ,''or their ſhorteſt interruption in 
their ports, in ſuch tranſports of trouble, 
as if they were the moſt unfortunate men 
in the: World; yet for all that you ſhall 
hardly perſwade them to change with him 
whoſe courſe clothings ſuperſedes all 
care of the faſhion, whoſe appetite was ne- 
yer diſappointed for want 4 7 mak , and 
whoſe perpetual roil makes him inſenf- 
ble what the defearoffport ſignifies. * 

4- Nav eyen where the exchange ſeems 
more equal, where the afflitions are 01 
both ſides ſolid and ſubſtantial, yet 1 
prudent man would ſcarce yenture upot 
the barter. "Tis no ſmall adyantage to 
know what we have to conteſt with, to 
have experimented the worſt of its at- 
taques, by which we become better abk 
to guard ourſelves : but a new evil come 
with the force of a ſurpriſe, and finds uz 
open and diſarmed. Iris indeed-almoſts 
miraculous power that cuſtom has in re- 
conciling us to things otherwiſe difples 
ſing; all our ſenſes are raughr to remit 
of their adverſion by familiarity with un- 
grateful objects : that ugly form which 
at firſt makes us ſtarr, by uſe deyeſts its 


rer- 
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terror, and we reconcile our ſelyes to 
tarſh ſounds & ill reliſhes by long cuſtom. 
And ſure it has the yery ſame ette& upon 
our minds, the moſt fierce calamitics do 
by acquaintance grow more tractable; fo 
that he that exchanges an old one for a 
new: do's but bring a wild Lion into his 
houſe inſtead ofa tame: it may for oughr 
be knows immediatly rear him in pieces ; 
but at leaſt muſt coſt him a great deal of 
pains torenderit gentle and familiar, and 
certainly no wiſe man would wiſh to make 
ſuch a bargain. 

5. BY allthis it appears that how extra- 
vagantly ſoever we aggravate our own 
calamities and extenuare other mens, we 
dare not upon recollection ſtand to our 
own eſtimate, and what cawbe ſaid more 
in prejudice of our diſcontents?”Tis agran- 
ted maxim that every man muſt have af- 
flitions, man that xs born of a woman, ſaies 
Job , is of fey years , and full of trouble, Job 
13. 4. and we muſt reyerſe Gods funda- 
mental law, before we can hope for a to- 
tal exemtion. All that any man canaſpire 
fo, is to have but an equal ſhare with o- 
thers, and the generality of men haye 
ſo, at leaſt none can prove he has not ſo ; 
and till he can, his murmurs will ſure be 

X very 
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very unjuſtifiable, eſpecially when they 
have this convincing circumſtance a- 
gainſt them , thar he dares not upon ſober 
thoughts change his afflictions with moſt 
of his neighbors. He is anill member of 
a community, who in public aſſeſments 
would ſhuffle oft all paiments : and he is 
no better, who in this common tax God 
has laid upon our nature, is not content 
to bear his ſhare. 

6. AND truly would we but conſider 
that in all our ſufferings nothing befalls us 
bur what is common to our kind , nay 
which is extremely exceeded by many 
within the yerge of our own obſeryation, 
we mult be ſenſeleſly partial to be impa- 
tient, The Apoſtle thought it a compe- 
tent conſolatibn for the firſt Chriſtians, 
that there had no temtation befallen them 
but what was common to men, 1 Cor. 10. 
13. and we betray very extravagant opi- 
nions of our ſelyes if it be not ſo to us. 
Indeed 'twas ſcarce poſlible for us to be 
ſo unſatisfied , as the greateſt part of us 
are, did we in the comparing our ſelves 
with others, proceed with any tolerable 
ingenuity. 

7. Bur alas weare very fallacious and 
deceitful in the point, we do not com- 
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pare the good of others with our good, 
nor their evil with our evil ;. but with an 
envious curioſity we amaſs together all 
the deſireable circumſtances of our neigh- 
bors condition, and with as prying dif- 
content we ranſack all our grievances, 
and confront to them. This is ſo inſin- 
cere a way of proceeding, as the moſt or- 
dinary underſtanding can detet. If I 
ſhould wager that my arm were longer 
then another mans, and for tryal Ls 
my arm with his finger , he muſt be ſtu- 
pidly filly, that ſhould award for me; 
and yet this were nota groſſer cheat, then 
that which we put upon our ſelves, inour 
compariſons with others. And'tis a little 
ſtrange to obſerye unto what various pur- 
poſes we can apply this one thin piece of 
Sophiſtry, for when we compare our 
neighbors and our ſelyes in point of mo- 
rality , we do but reverſe the fallacy, and 
preſently make his vices as much exceed 
ours, as our calamities did his in the 0- 
ther inſtance. They are indeed both great 
violences to reaſon and juſtice, yet the la- 
ter is ſure the pleaſanter kind of deccir. 
A man has ſome joy in thinking himſelf 
leſs wicked then his neighbor, but what 
imaginable comfort can he take inthink- 
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ing himſelf more miſerable ? certainly he 
that would ſubmitto a couſenage, had 
much berrer ſhifr the ſcene, and think 
his ſufferings leſs then they are, rather 
then more: for ſince opinion is the thing 
that uſually ſets an edg upon our calami- 
tics, it might be a profitable deceit that 
could ſteal that from us. 

8. BuT we need not blindfold our 
ſelves iſ we would bur uſe our cies aright, 
and ſee rhings in their true ſhapes; andif 
we did thus, what a ſtrange turn would 
there be in the common eſtimates of the 
world ? How many of the gilded troubles 
of greatneſs, which men at a diſtance 
look on with ſo much admiration and de- 
ſire, would then be as much contemned 
as now they are courted ? A competency 
would then get the better of abundance, 
and the now enyied pomp of princes, 
when balanced with the cares and hazards 
annext, would be ſo far from a bait, that 
men like Saul, 1 Sam. 10. 22. would hide 
themſetves from the preferment; and he 
that underſtood the weight, would rather 
chooſe to weild a Flayle then a Scepter: 
yet ſo childiſhly are we beſotted with the 
glittering appearance of things, that we 
conclude felicity muſt needs dwell where 

there 
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there is a magnificent Portico, and being 
poſſeſt with this fancy we over-look herin 
our own humbler Cottages, where ſhe 
would more conſtantly reſide, it ſhe could 
bur find us at home: but we are commonly 
engag'dina rambling purſuit of her where 
ſhe is ſeldomeſt to be found, and in the 
interim miſs of her at her own doors. 

9. INDEED there is ſcarce a greater 
folly or unhappineſs incident to mans na- 
ture, then this fond admiration of other 
mens enjoiments,and contemt of our own. 
And whilſt we have that humour , it will 
ſupplant not only our preſent, burall poſ- 
ibiliries of our future content: for rho 
we "could draw to our ſelyes all thoſe 
things for which we envy others, we ſhould 
have no ſooner madethem our own, then 
they will grow deſpicable and nauſeous 
to us. This is a ſpeculation which has 
bin atteſted by innumerable experiments, 
there being nothing more frequent, then 
to ſee men with impatient eagerneſs , na 
often with extreme hazards purſue choſe 
acqueſts, which when they have them, 
they are immediatly ſick of. There is 
ſcarce any man that may not give himſelf 
inſtances of this in his own particular : and 
yet ſo fatally ſtupid are we, that no de- 
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feats will diſcipline us or take us off from 
the falſe eſtimates of other mens hap. 
pineſſes. And truly while we ſtate our 
compariſons ſounequally, they are as mif- 
chieyous as the common proverb ſpeaks 
them odious : but if we would begin at 
the right end, and look with as much 
compaſſion on the adverſities of our bre- 
thren, as we do with enyy on their proſpe- 
rities, every man would find cauſe to fit 
down contentedly with his own burden, 
and confeſs that he bears but the propor- 
tionable ſhare of his common nature, un- 
leſs perhaps it be where ſome extraordi- 
nary demerits of his own have added to 
the weight; andinthat caſc he has more 
reaſon to admire his afflitions are ſo few, 
then ſo many. And certainly every man 
knows ſo many more ills by himſelf , then 
it is poſſible for him to do by another, that 
he that really ſees himſelf exceed others 
in his ſufferings, will find cauſe enough to 
think he do's in fins alſo. 

10. Bur ifwe ſtretch the compariſon 
beyond our contemporaries,and look back 
to the generations of old, we ſhall haye 
yet farther cauſe. to acknowledg Gods 
great indulgence tous. Abraham tho the 
friend of God was not excmted from ſe- 
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yere trials; he was firſt made to wander 
from his Country, and betake himſelf 
to a kind of yagrant life, was a long time 
ſuſpended from the bleſſing of his deſired 
of ſpring , and when at laſt his beloved 
Iſaac was obtained, it cauſed adomeſtic 
jarr, which he was fain ro compoſe by 
the expulſion of Is hmael, tho his fa alſo. 
Bur what a conteſt may we think there 
was in his own bowels, when that rigorous 
task was impoſed on him of ſacrificing his 
Iſaac? and tho his faith gloriouſly triumphe 
oyer it, yet ſtare there could not be agreat- 
er preſſure upon human nature. David 
the man after Gods own heart is no leſs 
ſignal for his afflitions then for his piety , 
he was for a great while an exile from his 
Country, —_ (which he moſt bewailed ) 
from the Sanctuary by the perſecutions 
of Saul: and after he was ſcrled in that 
throne to which Gods immediate aſſigna- 
tion had intitled him , what a ſucceſſion 
of calamities had he in his own family ? 
the inceſtuous rape of his Daughter, the 
retaliation of that by the unnatural mur- 
der of Ammon, and that ſeconded by an- 
other no leſs barbarous conſpiracy of Ab- 
ſolom againſt himſelf, his expulſion from 
Jeruſalem, the baſe revilings of Shimezr, 


and 
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and finally the loſs of that dearling ſon 
in the a&t of his ſin. A cluſter of af. 
flitions in compariſon whereof the moſt 
of ours are bur like the gavags ( as the 
Prophet ſpeaks) after the vintage is don. 
It were indeed endleſs to inſtance in 
all the ſeyeral Fore-fathers of our Faith 
before Chri/ts Incarnation, the Apoſtle 
gives usa brief, but oy comprehenſiye 
compendium of their ſufterings, T hey had 
trial of cruel mockings and ſcourgings 3 yea 


moreover ,of bonds and impriſonments : the 


were ftoned,were ſawn aſunder,were temt- 
ed, were ſlainwith the ſword: they wan 
dred about in [heep-skins , and goat-skins, 
being deſtitute , afflifted, tormented : they 
wandred in deſerts, and in mountains , and 
in dens , and in caves of the earth, Heb: 11. 
36,37,38. And if we look on the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, we ſhall ſee them per: 
fetly the counterpart to them, their pri- 
vileges conſiſted not in any immunities 
from calamities;for their whole lives were 
ſcenes of ſufferings. St. Paulgivesus an 


account of his own, 21 labors more abun- 


dant in ſtripes above meſure in priſons mort 
frequent , in deaths oft : of the Jews frut 
times recerved 1 forty ſtripes ſave one. 
T hricewas TI beatenwwithrods, once was! 
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ſtoned, thrice I ſuffer'd /bipzwratt, amight 
and a day have [ bin inthe deep, in journy- 
ing often, &c. 2 Cor. 11. 23. and if his 
ſingle hardſhips roſe thus high , what may 
we think the whole ſum of all his fellow- 
laborers amounted to tozether , with that 
noble Army of martyrs who ſealed their 
faith with rheir blood ; of whoſe ſuffer- 
ings Eccleſtaſtic hiſtory gives us ſuch aſto- 
niſhing relations. | 

11. AND now being compaſſed about 


' with ſogreat aclond of witneſſes , the Apo- 


ſtles inference is very irreſragable , /zf us 
run with: patience the racewhich u ſet be- 
fore us, Heb.12.1,2. Bur yet it is more 
ſo, ifwe proceed onto that conſideration 
he adjoins, Looking unto Jeſus the Author 
and finiſher of our faith, who for the joy 
that was ſet before him, endur'd the croſs, 
deſpifing the ſhame, verſe 3. Indced if we 
contemplate him in the whole courſe of 
his life, we ſhall find him rightly tiled 
by the Prophet a man of ſorrows, Ifai. 57. 
And as if he had charged himſelt with 
all our griefs as well as our ſins, there is 
ſcarce any human calamity which we,may 
not find exemplified in him. Do's any 
complain of the lowneſs and poverty of 
his condition? Alas his whole life was a 
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ſtate of indigence : he was forced to bean 
inmate with the beaſts, helaidin a ſtable 
at his birth, and after himſelf profeſles 
that he had not where to lay his head , Luk. 
9. 58. Is any oppreſt with infamy and re- 
proach ? he may ſee his Savior accus'd as 
a g/utton and a wine-bibber, Luke 7. 34. 
a Blaſphemer, Joh.10.3 3. a Sorcerer, Mart. 
2.24.4 perverter of thenation , Luk. 23. 
2. yea to ſuch a ſordid lowneſs had they 
ſunk his repute, that a ſeditious thief and 
murderer was thought the more cligible 
perſon, mot this man but Barabbas, Joh. 
18.40. And finally all this ſcene of indi- 
gnitics clos'd with rhe ſpightful pageantry 
of mockery acted by the Foldiers , Mar. 27. 
28. and the yer more barbarous inſult- 
ings of Prieſts and Scribes, verſe 41. Is a- 
ny mandeſpiſed or deſerted by his friends? 
he was contemned by his country-men, 
thought frantic by his friends, betraied by 
one of his diſciples , abandon'd by all, un- 
leſs that one who followed him longeſt, 
to renonunce him the moſt ſhametully by 
a three-fold abjuration. Nay what is in- 
finitly more then this, he ſeem'd deſert- 
ed by God alſo, as is witneſſed by that 
doletul exclamation, My God, my God, why 
haſt thou forſaken me? Mat. 27.64. Is a- 


uy 
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ny diſſatisfied with his hard-ſhips or la- 
boriouſneſs of his life ? let him remember 
his Saviors was not a life of delicacy or 
eaſe: he was never enter in thoſe Aca- 
demies of luxury,where men are gorgeou/ly 
apparel'd and lwve delicatly, Luk. 7. 25. 
bur he: was brought under the mean roof 
of a Carpentcr, and conſequently ſubje- 
&ed to all the lowneſs of ſuch an educa- 
tion. His initiation to his Prophetic ot- 
fice was with the miraculous ſeyerity of 
a 40: daies faſt, and in his diſcharge of 
it; we find him in perperual labors , go- 
ing about doing good, Act. 10. 38. and that 
not in triumph, like a prince beſtowing 
his largeſles , but in weary peregrinations, 
never riding but once, and that only up- 
on a borrow'd beaſt, and to firlfit a pro- 
phecy, Mat. 24. Do's any man groan 
under ſharp and acure pains ? ler him con- 
ſider what his redeemer endured, how in 
his infancy at his circumciſion he ofter'd 
the firſt fruits, as an earneſt of that bloody 
vintage when he trod the wine-preſs alone 
Ifaiah 63. 3. Let him attend him thro 
all the ſtages of his direful paſſion, and 
behold his arms pinion'd w** rough cords, 
his head ſmote witha reed, and torn with 


his crown of thorns, his back ploughed 
Y 2 with 
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with thoſe /ong farrows ( Pſal. 120. 3.) 
the ſcourges had made; his macerated 
feeble body oppreſt with the weight of 
his croſs, and at laſt rackt and extended 
onit; his hands and feet, thoſe nervous 
& conſequently moſt ſenſible parts tranſ- 
fixt with nailes, his whole body faſtned to 
that accurſed tree, and expoſed naked to 
the air in a cold ſeaſon; his throat par- 
ched with thirſt, and. yet more afflicted 
with that vinegar and gall wherewith 
they pretended rorelieve him ; and final- 
ly his life expiring amidſt the full ſenſe 
of theſe accurate torments. Laſtly do's 
any man labor under the bittereſt of all 
ſorrows, importunate temtations to, ora 
wounded fpirit for ſin? cven here alſo he 
may find that he has an hgh Przeſt who 
hath bin touched with the ſenſe of his infir- 
mities, Heb. 4.15. He was violently af- 
ſaulted with a ſucceſſion of temtations, 
Mat. 4. and we cannot doubt but Satan 
would on him employ the utmoſt of his 
Skill. Nor was he leſs oppreſt with the bur- 
den of fin, oursTI mean, thonot his own. 
What may we think were his apprehen- 
ſions inthe Garden, when he ſo earneſtly 
deprecated that which was his whole er- 
rand into the world ? What a dreadful 
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preſſure was that which wrung from him 
that bloody ſweat, and caſt him into that 
inexplicable agony, the horror whereof 
was beyond the comprehenfions of any 
but his who felt it? And finally how a- 
mazing was: the ſenſe of divine wrath, 
which extorted that ſtupendious com- 
plaint, that f7rong cry on the croſs , Heb.s. 
7. the ſharp accent whereof, if it do a- 
right found on our hearts, muſt certainly 
quite oyerwhelm our loudeſt groans? And 
now certainly I may ſay with Pilate, Ecce 
homo , behold the man, or rather with a 
more divine Author, Behold zf ever there 
were ſorrows like unto his ſorrow, Lam. 1.12. 
12. AND ſure it were but a reaſonable 
inference, that which we find made by 
Chriſt himſelf, 2f theſe things be donina 
green tree,,ohat ſhailbe don inthe dry? Luk. 
23. 31. If an imputative guilt could nu- 
riſh ſo ſcorching a flame, pull down ſo 
ſevere a wrath , what can weexpet who 
are merely made up of combuſtible mat- 
ter, whoſe proper perſonal ſins cry for 
vengeance ? Sure were we to judg by hu- 
man meſures, we ſhould reckon to haye 
more then a double portion of our Saviors 
ſufferings entail'd upon us: yer ſuch is the 
efficacy of his, that they have GU 
| or 
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for ours , & have left us only ſuch a ſhare, 
as may evidence our relation to our cru- 
cified Lord: ſuch as may ſerve only for 
badges/and cognizances to whom were- 
tain. For alas, let the moſt afflicted of us 
weigh our ſorrows with his , how abſurdly 
unequal will the compariſon appear ? And 
therefore as the beſt expedient to baffle 
our mutinies, to ſhame us out of ourre- 
pinings, lerus oftendraw this uneven pa- 
rallel, confront our petty enzainclls 
with his unſpeakable torments ; and ſure 
'ris impoſſible but our admiration and gra- 
titude muſt ſupplant our impariencies. 
13. THIS is indeed the method to 
which the Apoſtle directs us , Con/ider him 


that endured ſuch contradittion of ſinner: | 


againſt himſelf, le#7 ye be weary and faint m 
your minds, ye have not yet reſiſted unto blood, 
Heb. 12. 34. Was he contradicted, and 
ſhall we expe& to be humor'd and com- 
pli'd with ? Did he reſiſt ro blood & ſhall 
we think thoſepreſſures intolerable, which 
force only afew tears from us?This is ſuch 
an unmanly niceneſs , as utterly makes us 
unfitto follow the Captain of our Salva 
tion. Whar a ſoldier is he like ro make, 
that will take no ſhare of the hazards and 
hardſhips of His General ? Honeſt Vrah 

| would 
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would not take the lawful ſolaces of his 
own houſe, upon the conſideration thar 
his Lord Zoab( tho but his fellow ſubject ) 
lay incamped in the open fields, 2 Sam. 11. 
II. yea tho he was ſent by him from the 
Camp. And ſhall we baſely forſake ours 
in purſuit of our caſe? He is of a dege- 
nerous ſpirit, whom the example of his 
ſuperior will not animate. Plutarchtells us, 
thar Cato marching thro the deſarts, was 
ſo diſtreſt for water, that a ſmall quantity 
was brought to him in a helmet as a great 
prize, which he refuſing becauſe he could 
not help his ſoldiers ms like, they were 
ſo tranſported with that generoſity , that 
itextinguiſhrtthe ſenſe of their thirſt, and 
they were aſhamed to complain of what 
their Leader yoluntarily endur'd for their 
ſakes. And ſurely we extremely diſcredit 
our inſtitution ,-if we cannot equal their 
ingenuity ; and follow ours with as great 
alacrity thro all the difficulties he has tra- 
ced before us, and for us. 

14. Nox let us think to excuſe our 
ſelves upon the imporency of our fleſh, 
which wants the aſſiſtance which his di- 
vinity gave him: for that plea is ſuper- 
feded by the fore-mention'd examples of 
the Saints, men of like paſſions —_ 

who 
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who not only patiently , bur joifully en- 
dur'd all tribulations ; by which itappears 
it is not impoſlible ro our nature, with 
thoſe aids of grace which are common to 
us with them: for certainly thediffterence 
between them and us, is not ſo.muchin 
the degrees of the aids, as in the diligence 
of employing them. Letus therefore, as 
the Apoſtle adviſes,/zft up the hands which 


hang down, and the feeble knees, Heb. 12.12, 
and with a noble emulation follow rhoſ: 
heroic patterns they have ſet us. And fince 
we ſee that eyen thoſe Fayorites of hex 
ven, have ſmarted ſo ſeyerely, let us neyer 
dream ofanimmunity ; bur when eyer we 
find our ſelves inclining to any ſuch flat 
_ hope, let every one of us upbraid 
our ſelyes in thoſe terms the Zews did out 
Savior, Art thougreater then Abraham,anl 
the Prophets, whom makeſt thou thy ſelf! 
Joh. 8.52. Nay we may deſcend lowet 
and take innot only all the inferior Saint; 
of former times , bn all thoſe our con 
temporaries in ſufferings , which are mol 
within our view, and may ask the Apo 
ſtles queſtion, what then?are we better tha 
they? Rom. 3.9. If we think we are, 'ti 
ccrtain we are ſo much worſe by thati 


ſolence; and if we confeſs we are not , up 
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on what ſcore can we pretend tobe better 
treated ? To conclude, let us not pore 
only upon our peculiar eyils, but atten- 
tively od aboutus, and conſider what 
others endure : and fince in frolics we 
can ſport our ſelyes with many uneaſi- 
neſſes for company ſake, ler us not be 
more puſillanimous in our ſoberer moods, 
but every man checrfully take his turn in 
hearing the common burden of morta- 
lity , till we put off both it and its appen- 
dages together, when this mortal ſhall 
pur on immortality, x Cor. 15. 54. 
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SncT. X. 


Of particular Aids for the gaining 
| of Contentment. | 


I. W E have now paſt thro all thoſe 

conſiderations we at firſt pro- 
poſed, and may truſt the conſidering Rea- 
der to make his own collections : yet be- 
cauſe impatience is the vice that has bin 
all this while arraigned, I am to fore-ſee 
if poſſible, that thoſe who have the 
greateſt degree of that, may be the leaſt 
willing to attend the whole proceſs; and 
thereforeI think it may not be amiſs, for 
their caſe to ſuit and reduce all into ſome 
ſhort directions and rules for the acquir- 
ing contentment. 

2. THE firſtand moſt fundamental is, 
the mortifying our pride, which as it is 
the ſeminary of moſt ſins, ſo eſpecially 
this of repining. Men that are highly 0- 
pinion'dof themſelves are commonly un- 
ſatisfiable: for how well ſoever they are 
treated, they ſtill think it ſhort of their 
merits. Princes have often A 

this 
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this in thoſe who have don them ſignal 
ſervices; but God finds it in thoſe who 
have don him none, and we expect he ſhall 
diſpenſe to us according to thoſe falſe 
eſtimates we put upon our ſelyes. There- 
fore he that aſpires to Content, muſt firſt 
take truer mines of himſelf, aud confi- 
der that as he was nothing till God gave 
him a being, ſo all that he can produce 


from that being , is Gods by original right, 


and therefore can pretend to nothing of - 
reward; ſo that whatever he receives, is 
ſtill upon the account of a new bounty ; 
and to complain that he has no more, is 
like the murmurs of an unthankful debtor, 
who would ſtill encreaſe thoſe ſcores 
which he knows he can never pay. 

- 3. In theſecondplace, leteyery man 
conſider how many bleſſings ( notwith- 
ſtanding his no claim to any ) hedaily en- 
joies: and whether thoſe he ſo impariently 
raves after be not much inferior to them. 
Nay ler him ask his own heart, whether 
he would quir all thoſe he has, forthem 
he wants; and if he would not ( as I ſup- 
poſe no man in his wits would , thoſe wits 
being partof the parrer) lethim then judg 


how unreaſonable his repinings are, when 


himſelf confeſſes he has the better parr of 
Z % world- 
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worldly happineſs, and never any man 
living had all. , 

4. In thethird place therefore let him 
ſecure his duty of thanktulnefs for thoſe 
good things he hath, and that will inſen- 
ſibly undermine his impatiencies for the 
reſt, it being impoſſible to be ar once 
thankful and murmuring. To this pur- 
poſe it were very well, it he would keep 


2 ſolemn catalogue of all the bounries, ' 


protections, and deliverances he has re- 
ceiv'd from Gods hand, andevery night 
,.examin what acceſſions that day les 
brought to the ſum : and he that did this, 
would undoubtedly find fo many incit 
tions to gratitude, that all thoſe to dif- 
content would be ſtifled in the croud. 
And ſince acknowledgment of Gods mer- 
cies is all the tribute he exacts for them, 
we muſt certainly look on that as an in- 
diſpenſable duty : and therefore he that 
finds that God ſhortens his hand, ſtops 
the efflux of his bounty towards him, 
ſhould refle& on himſelf, whether he be 
not behind in that homage by which he 
holds, and have not by his unthankful- 
neſs turn'd away good things from him, Eſa. 
59.8. And if he find it ſo (as who alas 
is there that may not?) he cannot ſure for 
ſhame 
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ſhame complain, but muſt in prudence 


reinforce his gratitude for what is left, 
p = beſt means to recoyer what he has 
oft. 

5. Burt his murmurs will yet be more 
amaZingly filenc'd, if inthe tourth place 
he compares the good things he enjoies 
with the illhe has don. Certainly this is a 
moſt infallible cure for our impariencies, 


the holieſt man living being able to ac- 


cuſe himſelf of ſuch fins, as would ac- 
cording to all human meſures of equity 
forfcit all bleſſings, & pull down a greater 
weight of judgment then the moſt miſe- 
rable groan under. Therefore as before 
| adviſed to keep a catalogue of benefits 
recciy'd, ſo here it would beof uſe todraw 
up one of ſins committed. And doubtleſs 
he that confronts the one with the other , 
cannot but be aſtoniſhed to find them 
both ſo numerous, equally wondring at 
Gods mercy in continuing his bleſſings, 
in deſpight of all his provocations, and 
at his own baſeneſs in continuing his pro- 
vocations, in deſpight of all thoſe bleſ- 
ſings. Indeed 'tis nothing bur our affe- 
Red ignorance of our own demerits, that 
makes it poſſible for us to repine under 
the ſeycreſt of Gods diſpenſations. Would 

we 
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we but ranſack our hearts, ahd ſee all-the 
abominations that lie there, nay would 
the moſt of us but recolle& thoſe bare- 
fac'd crimes w® even the world can wit- 
neſs againſt us, we ſhould find more then 
enough to balance the heavieſt of ourpreſ- 
ſures. When therefore by our impatient 
ſtruglings we fret and dr” jw ſelyes un- 
der our burdens, ler us interrogate our 
ſouls in the words of the Prophet, hy 
doth a lruing man complain, a man for the 
Preniſhment of his ſin ? Let us not ſpend our 
breath in murmurs and out-cries, which 
will only ſerve to provoke more ſtripes: 
but /et #5 ſearch and try our wates, and 
turn-4agazn ts the Lord, Lam. 3. 39. dili- 
gently ſeek out that accurſed thing which 
has cauſed our diſcomfeiture, Jol. 18. and 
by the remoyal of that, prepare the way 
for the acceſs of mercy. But alas how 
prepoſterous a method do we take in out 
afflictions ? We accuſe eyery thing but 
what we ought, furiouſly fly at all the ſe- 
cond cauſes of our calamity, nay too of- 
ten at the firſt by impious ; + Shou. of pro- 
vidence, and in the mean time, as Job 
ſpeaks , the root of the matter us found in us, 
Job. rg. 28. We ſhelter and protect in 
our boſoms the real Author of our miſe- 

ries 
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ries. The true way then to allay the ſenſe 
of our ſufferings , is to ſharpen that ofour 
fins. The prodigal thought the meaneſt 
condition in his fathers family a prefer- 
ment, Make me one of thy hired ſervants : 
Luk. 15. 19. Andif we haye his penitence, 
we ſhall have his ſubmiſſion alſo, and 
calmly attend Gods diſpoſals of us. 

6. As every man in his afflictions isto 
look inward on his own heart, ſoalſo up- 
ward and conſider by whoſe providence 
all events are orderd. Is there any evil 
(:.e. of puniſhment) zn thecity, and the 
Lord hath not donit? Am. 3.6.: and what 
are we worms that we ſhould diſpute with 
him? Shall a man contend with his Maker? 
Let the pot/herd ſtrive with the potſherds 
of the earth, 1a. 45.9. Andas his power is 
not to be control'd, ſo neither is his ju- 
ſtice to be impeach'd. Shallnot the pudg of 
all the earth do right? Gen. 18.25. And 
where we can neither reſiſt nor appeal, 


{what have we to do but humbly to ſub- 
- [mit? Nor are we only compell'd to it by 


neceſſity , ' but induced and invited by in- 
tereſt, ſince his diſpenſations aredirected 
hot barely to aſſert his dominion, but to 
evidence his paternal care oyer us. He 
diſcerns our needs , and — 4 
| plics 
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plies to us, The benignity of his nature 
permits him not to take delight inour di- 
ſtreſſes, he doth not affiif# willingly , nor 
grieve the children of men, Lam. 3. 33.and 
therefore when ever he adminiſters to us 
a bitter cup, we may be ſurethe ingredi- 
ents are medicinal, and ſuch as our infir- 
mities require. He dares not truſt our in- 
temperate appetites with unmixt proſpe- 
rities, the luſhiouſneſs tend tho it 
may pleaſe our palats, yertlike St. Zohns 
"book, Rev. 10.9. that for in the mouth 
may prove gall in the bowels, ingender the 
moſt fatal diſeaſes. Ler us therefore in 
our calamities not conſult with fleſh and 


blood, Gal. 1. 16 (which the more it is] 


bemoan'd, the more cit complains ) but 
look to the hand that ſtrikes ; and aſſure 
our ſelves, that the ſtripes are not more 
ſeyere, then he ſees neceſlary in order to 
our good: and fince they are ſo, the 

ought in reaſon to be our choices as we 

as his;and not only Religion, bur ſclt-loye 
will promrtus to ſay , with old Ely, zt s the 
Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good. 
1 Sam. 3. 11. Butalas we do not underſtand 
what is our intereſt ; becauſe we do not 
rightly underſtand what we are our ſelves. 


We conſider our ſelyes merely in our ani 


mal 
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mal being, our bodies and thoſe ſenſitive 
faculties veſted inthem, and when we are 
invaded there, we think we areundon , 


tho that breach be made only to relieve | 
that diviner part withinus, beſieged and 


oppreſt with the fleſh about ir ( for ſo God 
knows it too often is; ) or if we do not con- 
ſider it in that notionof an enemy, yet 
at the utmoſt eſtimate, rhe body is to the 
ſoul but as the garment to the body, a 
decent caſe to coyer : now what man ( not 
ſtark frantic ) would not rather have his 
clothes cut then his fleſh ? and then by the 
rate of proportion, we may well queſtion 
our own ſobriety, when we repine that 


our ſouls are ſecur'd at the coſt of our bo- 


dies, and that is certainly the worſt, the 
unkindeſt deſign, that God has upon us ; 
and our impatient reſiſtances ſerve only 
ro fruſtrate the kind, and medecinal part 
of afflitions, bur will not at all reſcue us 
from the ſevere. Our murmurings may 
ruine our ſouls, but will neyer avert any 
of our outward calamiries. 

7. A ſeventh help to contentment is to 
have arighrt eſtimate of the world , & the 
common ſtate of humanity : to conſider 
the world bur as a ſtage and our ſelves but 


.as actors, andto reſolye that itis yery lit- 
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tle material what part we play ſo we do 
it well. A Comedian may get as much ap- 
plauſe by afing the flave as the conque- 
ror, and he that as the one to day, may to 
morrow reyerſe the part, &perſonate the 
other. $o great are the viciſlitudes of the 
world, that there is no building any firm 
hopes upon it. All the certainty we have 
of it, is, that in every condition it has its 
uneaſineſſes; ſo that when we court a 
change, we rather ſeek to yary then end 
our miſeries. And certainly he that has 
well impreſt upon his mind the yanity & 
vexation of the world, cannot be much 
ſurpriſed at any thing that befalls him in 
it. We expe& no more of any thing 
but todo its kind, and we may as well be 
angry that we cannot bring the lions to 
our cribs, or fix the wind to a certain 
oint, as that we cannot ſecure ourſelyes 
rom —_— and diſappointments in this 
rough and mutable world. Weare there- 
fore to lay itasan infallible maxim , that 
in this yale of tears every man muſt meet 
with ſorrows and diſaſters : and thenſure 
we may take our peculiar with eyenneſs 
of temper, as being but the natural con- 
ſequent of our being men. And tho poſ- 
ſibly we may every one think himſelf to 
have 
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have adouble portion, yet thar is uſually 
from the deceitful compariſon we make 


| of our ſelyes with others. We take the 


magnifying glaſſes of diſcontent and envy 
when we view our own miſeries & others 
felicities, but look on our enjoiments 
and thcir ſufferings thro the contracting 
optics of ingratitude and incompaſlion : 
and whilſt we do thus, 'tis impoſſible but 
we muſt foment our own diſlatisfactions. 
He that will compare to good purpoſe, 
muſt do it honeſtly and ſincerely, and 
view his neighbors calamities with the 
ſame attention he do's his own, and his 
own comforts with the ſame he do's his 
neighbors; and then many of the great 
rg, inequalities would come pretty 
neer a level. 

8. Bur even where they donot, itin 
the 8® place deſerves however to be con- 
ſider'd how ill natur'd a thing it is, for 
any man to think himſelf more miſerable 
becauſe another is happy : and yet this is 
the very thing , by which alone many men 
have made themſelyes wretched : for ma- 
ny have created wants, merely from the 
envious contemplation of other mens a- 
bundance. And indeed there is nothing 
more diſingenuous, or (go to higher) more 
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Diabolical. Zucifer was happy enough 
in his original ſtate, yer could not think 
himſelf ſo becauſe he was not like the moſt 
bigh Iſa. 14. 14+ And when by that inſo- 
lent ambition he had forfeired bliſs, it has 
ever ſince bin an aggravation of his tor- 
ment, that mankind is aſſumed to a capa- 
city of it; and accordingly he makes it 


feat him. Now how perfectly are the two 
firſt parts of this copy tranſcrib'd,by thoſe 
who firſt cannot be ſatisfied with any in- 
ferior degree of proſperity , and then whet 
their impatiencies with other mens enjoj- 
ments of what they cannotattain? And'tis 
much to be doubted, thatthey who go thus 
far may compleat the parallel, and endea- 
vor when they have opportunity to un- 
dermine that happineſs they envy.There- 
fore ſince Satan is ſo apt to impreſs his 
whole image, where he has drawn any of 
his lincaments, it concerns us warily.to 
guard ourſelves, and by a Chriſtian fr 
pathy with our Brethren,rezo:ce with them 
that do rejoice, Rom. 12. 15. make the 
comforts of others an allay, not an im- 
provement of our own miſeries. Chari- 
ty has a ſtrange magnetic power, and at- 
tracts the concerns of our brethren to ws 
an 


the deſign of his envious induſtry to w] 
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and he that has that in his breaſt can never 
want refreſhment , whilſt any about him 
-are happy ; for by adopting their intereſt, 
he ſhares in their joies. Zthro tho an a- 
lien rejoiced for all the good God had don to 
Iſraet, Exod. 18.9. and why ſhould not 
we have. as ſenſible a concurrence with 
our fellow Chriſtians ? And he that has ſo, 
will till find ſomthing to balance his own 
ſuffering. 

9. LET him that aſpires to content- 
ment ſet bounds to his deſire. *Tis our 
common fault in this affair , we uſually 
begin at the wrong end, we enlarge our 
os as hell, and cannot be ſatisfied. Hab. 
2.5. and then think God uſes us ill, if he 
do not fill our inſatiable appetites : where- 
as if we would confine ourexpectations to 
thoſe things which we need, or he has pro- 
mis'd, there are few of us who would not 
find them abundantly anſwer'd. Alas how 
few things are there which our nature (if 
not ſtimulated by fancy aud luxury ) re- 
quires ? And how rare is it to find them” 
who want thoſe ? Nay who have not many 
additionals for delight &pleſure? And yet 
Gods promiſe under the Goſpel extends 
only to thoſe neceſlaries : for where Chri#? 
aſſures his diſciples that 7he/e things feb 
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 beadded untothem , Mat.6.3 3. the context 
apparently reſtrains theſe things ro meat 
and drink and clothing. Therefore take 
#0 thought for the life what you ſhall eat , 
or what you ſhall drink , nor yet for the body 
what you ſhall put on, verſe 25. now what 
pretence have we to claim more then our 
Charter gives us? God never articled with 
the ambitious to give him honors, or with 
the coyetous to fill his bags, or with the 
voluptuous to feed his luxuries. Letus 


therefore, if we expedt to be ſatisfied, 


modeſtly confine our defires within the 
limits he has ſetus: and then every acceſ- 
ſion which he ſuperaddswill appear (what 
itis) alargeſs and bounty. Bur whilſt our 
appetites are boundleſs, & rather ſtretchr 
then filled with our acqueſts, what poſſi- 
bility is there of their ſatisfa&tion: And 
when we importune God for it, we do 
but aſſign him ſuch a task the Poets made 
a repreſentation of their Hell, the filling 
a ſieye with water, or the rolling a ſtone 
up a precipice. 

10” A great expedient for content- 
ment, is to confine our thoughts to the 
preſent, and not to let them looſe to fu- 
rure events. Would we burdo this, we 
might ſhake oft a great part of our _ 
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t Iden; for we often heap fantaſtic loads 
te Jupon our ſelyes by anxious preſages of 
> {things which perhaps will never happen, 
 Jand yet ſink more under them, then under 
y the real weight that is actual upon us. 
r Jand this is certainly one of the greateſt 
r | follies imaginable: for either the evil will 
1 {come or itwill not: if itwill, 'tis ſure no 
1 {ſuch defirable gueſt that we ſhould go out 
2 fto meet it, we ſhall feel it time enough 
3 {when it falls on us, we need notproje&t 
, Ito anticipate our ſenſe of it: butifit will 
not, what extreme madneſs is it for aman 
- Ito torment himſelf with that which will 
te never be, to create engines of tortures, 
r and by ſuchaerial afflictions , make him- 
r | ſelfas miſerable as the moſtreal ones could 
- | do?Andtruly this is all that weuſually ger 
| [by our fore-tghts.Previſion isone of Gods 
» [attributes, and he mocks at all our pre- 
> Frences to it, by a frequent defeating of 
+ | all our fore-caſts. He do's it often in our 
2 | hopes: ſome little croſs circumſtance ma- 
ny times demoliſhes thoſe goodly machins 
we raiſe to our ſelves: and he do's itno 
leſs in our fears: thoſe ills we folemnly 
expeced often baulk us, andothers from 
2 | an unexpected coaſt ſuddenly inyade us. 
And fince weare ſo blind, ſoſhort-fi ghred, 
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let us never take upon us to be ſcouts, to 


diſcoyer danger at a diſtance(for 'tis mani-' 


fold odds we ſhall only bring home falſe 
alarms ) but letus reſt our ſelyes upon that 
moſt admirable Aphoriſm of our bleſſed 


Lord, Sufficient unto the days the evil there- | 


of, Mar. 6. 34. apply ourſelves with Chri- 
ſtian courage to bear the preſent, and 
leave God eitherto augment or diminilh , 
as heſees fit, for the future. Or if we will 
needs be looking forward, ler it be ino- 
bedience not contradiction to our duty ; 
let us entertain our ſelyes with thoſe fu- 
turities which we are ſure are not Chime- 
ra's, death and judgment, heaven and hell, 
The nearer we draw theſe things to our 


view, the more inſenſible will all inter- þ 
medial objects be; they will deceive our | 


ſenſe of preſent, and much more fore-ſtal 
the apprehenſion of future evils : for 'tis 
our neglect of things eternal, that leaves 
us thus at leaſure tor the tranſitory. 

IT. I Ns the laſt place ler us in all our 
diſtreffes ſuperſede our anxieties and ſo- 
licitudes by that moſt efteual remedy 


the Apoſtle preſcribes, 1s any man affiitied, | 


let him pray, Jam. 5. 14. Arid this ſure 
is a moſt rational preſcription: for alas 
what elſe can we do towards the redreſs 


of 
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57.1. And as this is a ſure expedientin 
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of our griefs. We who are ſo impotent, that 


we. have not power over the moſt deſpi- 
cable excreſcence of our own body, can- 
not make one hazr white or black, Mat.s5.36. 
what can we do towards the new mould- 


Ing our condition, or modelling things 


without us? Our ſolicitudes ſerve only 
ro bind our burdens faſter uponus, bur 
this expedient of Praier will certainly re- 
lieve us. Call upon me, ſaics God, inthe 
time of trouble, and I will bear thee, and 
thou ſhalt praiſe me, Pſal. 50.15. When- 
ever therefore we are finking in the 
floods of affliction, let us thus ſupportour 
ſelyes by repreſenting our wants unto our 
gee Lord, cry unto himas St. Peter 

id, Mat. 14. 30- and he will take us by 


the hand, and be the winds never ſo boifte- 


rows or contrary,preſerye from ſinking: the 
waves or billows of this troubleſom world, 
will ſerye but to toſs us cloſer into his 
arms, who can with a word appeaſe the 
rougheſt tempeſt, or reſcue from it. O 
let us not then be ſo unkind to our ſelyes, 
as to negle& this infallible means of our 


| deliverance ! bur with the Pſalmiſt rake 


our refuge under the /hadow of the druine 
wings till the calamity be over-paſt. Pſa. 


all 
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all: our real important afflictions, ſois it 
a. good teſt by which to try what are ſo. 
We are often. peeyiſh and, diſquiered at 
trifles, nay we take up the quarrels of our 
luſts and vice, andare diſcontended when 
they want their wiſhr ſupplies. Now in 
either. of theſe caſes, no man that ar all 
conſider who he praies to, will dare to 
inſert theſe in his praiers, it beitlg a con- 
temt of God'to inyoke him in things ſo 
Dight as the one, or impious as the other. 
It: will therefore be- good for every man 
when he goes to addreſs for relief, to.con- 
ſider what of his preſſures they are, that 
are. worthy of that ſolemn deprecation : 
and when he has ſingled thoſe out, let 
him refle&, and he will find he has in 
that prejudg'd all his other diſcontents 
as frivolous or wicked. And then ſure 
he: cannot think fit to harbour them, 
but muſt for ſhame diſmiſs them, ſince 
they are ſuch, as he dare not ayow to 
him,, from whom alone he can expe 
relief, God alwaies pities our real mi- 
ſeries, but our imaginary ones dare 
not demand it. Let us not then create 
ſuch diſeaſes to our ſelves, as we can- 
not declare to our Phyſitian: and when 
rhoſe are precluded, for all the reſt St. 
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Pauls recipe is a Catholicon, Be care- 
ful for nothing, but in every thing by 
praters and ſupplications, with thanks- 


giving, tet your requeſts be made known to 
' God. Phil. - 6. 
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Szcr. XI. 
Of Refegnation. 


r. A Nd now amidſt ſuch yariety of re- 
ceits, 'twill be hard to inſtance any 

one ſort of calamity which can eſcape 
their efficacy , if they be bur duly appli'd. 
But indeed we have generally a compen- 
dious way of fruſtrating all remedies by 
never making uſe of them : like fantaſtic 
m——_—" we are well enough content to 
ave our diſeaſe diſcourſt, and medicines 
p—_ , bur when the Phyſic comes, 
ave ſtill ſome pretence or other to pro- 
trac the taking it. - ButIſhall beſeech the 
Reader toconfider, that counſels are not 
charms, to work without any cooperation 
of the concern'd perſon: they muſt be ad- 
verted to, they muſt be ponder'd and con- 
fider'd, and finally they muſt be practis'd, 
or elſe the utmoſt good they cando us, 
is togive us a few hours diyertiſement in 
the reading , but they do us a miſchief 
that infinitly out-weighs it, for they im- 
prove 
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proye our guilts by the ineffeQiye tender 
- they make of reſcuing us from them, and 
leaye us accountable not only for the. 0- 
riginal crimes, but for our obſtinate adhe- 
ſion to them inſpight of admonition. 

2. I ſay this bocunſe it is a little too 
notorious, that many take up books only 
as they do cards or dice, as an inſtrument 
of diverſion. Tis a good entertainment 
of their curioſiry to ſee what can be ſaid 
upon any ſubject, and be it well or ill 
handled, they can pleaſe themſelyes e- 
qually wirh the _—_—y or ridiculouſ- 
neſs of the compoſure , and when they 
have don this, they have don all they de- 
ſign'd. This indeed may be tolerable in 
Romances and Play-books, bur ſure ir ill 
befits Divinity. And yer Ifeariroftneſt 
happens there: for in the former ſome do 
projet for ſome trivial improvements, as 
the embelliſhing of their ſtile, the inſpi- 
riting of their fancies ; and ſome men 
vous ſcarce be able to drive their ped- 
ling trade of wit , did they notthus ſweep 
. the ſtage: but alas how many books of pie- 
ty are read, of which one cannot diſcern 
: & leaſt rin&ture in mens converſations, 
which ſure do's in a great meſure procegd 
from the want of a determinate _ in 

their 
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their . reading, mens praQtice being not 
apt to be lefo royers then their ſpecula- 
tion., He that takes a practical ſubje& 
in hand, muſt do it with a deſign to con- 
form his practice to what he ſhall there 
be convinc'd to be his duty, and he that 
comes not with this probity of, mind, 
is not like to be much benefited by his 
reading. 

3. Bu T one would think this ſhquld 
be an unneceſlary caution ar this time, 
for ſince the intent of this trac, is only 
to ſhew men the way to contentment, "tis 
to be ſuppos'd the Readers will be as much 


in carneſt as the writer can be, it being 


every. mans proper and moſt important 
intereſt, the inſtating him in the higheſt 
and moſt ſupreme ſeliciry that this woxld 
can admit : yet for all this fairprohabili- 
ty, I doubt many will in this inſtance 
have the ſame indifference they haye in 
their other ſpiritual concerns. 

4- 'T x true indeed that a querulous re- 
pining humor, is one of the moſt per- 
nicious, the moſt ugly habits incident to 
mankind; bur yer as deformed people are 
oft the moſt in loye with themſclyes, ſo 
this crooked piece of our temperis of all 
others the moſt indulgent to it ſelf. Me- 

lan- 
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lancholy is the moſt ſtubborn and untra- 
able of all humors; and diſcontent being 
the offipring of that, partakes of that in- 
flexibility: and accordingly we ſee how 
impregnable it often is, againſt all aſſaults 
of reaſon and religion too. Fonah in a 
fullen mood would juſtify his diſcontent 
even to God himſelf, and in ſpight of that 
calm reproof, doft thou well to be angry? 
Jon.'4. 9. aver he did well to be angry e- 
ven tothedeath. Anddo we not frequent- 
Y ſee men upon an impatience of ſome 

iſappointment , grow angry even at their 
comforts ? Their friends , their children, 
their meat, their drink, every thing-grows 
mauſcous'to them, and ina franticdiſcon- 
tent, they often fling away thoſe things 
Which they moſt yalue. Beſides , thispee- 
viſh impatience is of ſo acrial a diet; that 
tis fcarce poſſible to ſtarve it.” Twill nuriſh 
itſelfwithPhantafms and Chimeras , ſub- 
orn a thouſand ſfarmiſes & imaginary di- 
ſtreſſes to abetits pretences:and thoeyery 
oneof us can remonſtrate to another, the 
nnreaſonableneſs of this diſcontent; yer 
ſcarce any of us will draw the argument 
home, or ſuffer our ſelyes to be conyinc'd 
Wy what we urge as irrefragableto others. 

a 


y farther this humor is impatient of 
| any 
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any diverſion,loves to converſe only with 
itſelf, In bodily. pains, men that deſpair of 
cureare yetglad of allaics & mitigations, 


and: ſtrive by all arts, to divert, and de- | 


.ceive the ſenſe of their anguiſh ; bur in 
© thisdiſcaſe of the mind, men cheriſh and 
improve their torment, roll and chew the 
bitter pill in their mouths , that they may 
be ſure to have its utmoſt flayor; and b 
deyoting all their thoughts to the ſubjed 
of their grief , keep up an uninterrupred 
ſenſe of it: as if they had the ſame Ty- 
ranny for themſelves which Caligula had 
for others, and loved to feel themſelyes 
die. Indeed there is not a more abſurd 
contradiction in the world, then to hear 
men cry out of the weight, the intolera- 
bleneſs of their burden, and yet graſp it 
as faſt as if their life were bound up init: 
will aotdepoſiteit, no not for the ſmall- 
cft breathing time. . A ſtrange faſcinati- 
on ſure , and yer ſo frequent, that it 
oughtto be the fundamental. care of him 
that would cure menof their diſcontents, 
to bring them to a hearty willingneſs of 
being cured. | Os 

5. IT may be this will look like pa- 
radox,, and eyery man will be apt to ſay he 
Wiſhes nothing more in earneſt, then to 

| be 
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be cured of his preſent diſcontent. He that 
is poor would be cured by wealth, he that 


| is fow and obſcure by honor and great- 
| neſs: but ſoan Hydropicperſop may ſay 


hedeſires to haye his thirſt cur'd by aper- 
petual ſupply of drink : yet all ſober 


' people know, that that is the way only 


to increaſe it: but let the whole habir of 
the body be rectified, and then the 
thirſt will ceaſe of it ſelf. And certainly 
tis the yery ſame in the preſent caſe: no 
outward acceſſions will ever ſatisfy our 
cravings, 'our appetites muſt be tam'd 
andreduc'd, and then they will never be 
able to raiſe tumults, or put us into mu- 
tiny and diſcontent: and he (and none 
but he ) thatſubmitrs to this method, can 
truly bEſaid to deſirea cure. 

6. Bur hethat thus atteſts the reali- 
ty of his deſires, and ſeeks contentment 
inits properſphere, may ſurely arrivero 
ſome conſiderable degrees of it. We find 
in all ages men, that only by the dire- 
Aion of natural light have calmed their 
difquiets, and reaſon'd themſelves into 
contentment even under great and ſen- 


 fiblepreſſures; menwho amidſt the acu- 


teſt rorments, have ſtill preſerv'd a ſec- 


renity of mind, and haye fruſtrated con- 
ny Cc remrs 
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temts & reproches by diſregarding them; 
and ſure we give avery ill acounr'of our 
Chriſtianiry,ifwe cannot do as much with 
it,as they did without it. : 

7. I donothere propoſe ſuch a Stoical 
inſenſibility as makes no diſtinRion of 6- 
vents, which, tho ithas bin vainly pretend- 
ed to by many, yet ſure was never attain'd 
by any upon the ſtrength of diſcourſe. 
Some natural dulneſle or caſual _—_ 
ction muſt concur to that, and perhaps 
by doing ſo, has had the luck to be ca- 
noniz'd for vertue. I can only ſuch a 
ſuperiority of mind as raiſes us above our 
ſufferings, tho it exemt us not from the 
ſenſe of them. We cannot purpoſe. to 
our ſelyes a higher patern in any vertue 
then our bleſſed Lord : yet we ſec he not 
only felt that load under which he lay , 
but had the moſt pungent and-\quick 
_ -ſenſeofit, ſuch as promted thoſe earneſt 

deprecations, Father if it be Paſſole let 
thus cup paſs: yetall thoſe diſplacencies 
of his fleſh were ſurmounted by the re- 
fignationof his ſpirit, nevertheleſs not what 
T will but what thou wilt, Luk. 22. And 
certainly he thatin imitation of this pat- 
tern,-do's inſpight of all the reluQtancies 
ot his ſenſe , thus entirelyſubmit his wm 
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however he may be ſad, yetheis not im- 
patient; noris helike to beſad long , for 
to /him that-is thus reſign'd, /zght 4ill 
Jprmng up , Plal. 97. 11. ſome good Angel 
will be ſent like that to our Savior to re- 
lieve his diſconſolation. God will ſend 
citherſome outwardallaies, or give ſuch 
interior comforts and ſupports, as ſhall 
—_—— thoſe afflictions he takes not 
off. - 
8. INDEED the grand deſign of God 
in correQing us'is ( the ſame with that 
of a prudent parent towards his child) ro 
break our wills. That ſtubborn faculty will 
ſcarce bend with caſy touches, and there- 
fore do's require ſome force : and when 
by that rougher handling , he has brought 
itto apliantneſs, the work is don. 'Tis 
therefore our intereſt to, cooperate with 
this deſign, to aſſiſt as much as we are able 
towards'the ſubjugating this unruly part 
of ourſelves. This is that Sheba 2 Sam: 20. 
the furrendring of whom is Gods expe&ta- 
tion in/all the cloſe fieges he laies to us. 
Let us then beſo wiſe, as by an early re- 
ſigning irto divert his farther hoſtilities , 
and buy our peace with him. | 
2: AxD truly this is the way not only 
to/ gain peace with him, but our fſelyes 
C C 3 roo, 
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r00: *ris the uſurpation of our will oyer 
our. reaſon” which breeds alk the confu- 
fion and tumults withinour own breaſts; 
and there is no poſlibiliry of curbing its 
inſolence; bur by putting it into fate cu- 
ſtody, committing it to him who ( as our 
Church teaches us) alone can order the 
unruly wills of ſinful men. - ' Indeed: no- 
thing but experience can'fully inform us 
of the ſerenity and calm of that foul , who 
has reſign'd his will ro God. ' All care of 
chuſing for himſelf is: happily ſupecſed- 
ed,he is remted tono anxious forecafts for 
future eyents, for he knows nothing can 
-happen in contradiction of that fupreme- 
will, in which he hath ſanctuary: which 
will certainly chuſe for him with: that 
renderneſs and. regard, - that a faithful 
Guardian would for his pupit: :an indul- 
gent farther for his child thar caſts irs felf 
into his arms. Certainly there is notin 
the world ſuch a holy ſort of artifice, ſo' 
Divine a charm to ty our.Godto us, as this 


of reſigning our ſelyes to him. We find the 7 


Gibeonites by yielding themſelves vaffals 
to the Iſraclites, had their whole army at 
their beck to reſcue them in their danger 
7oſ:10.6.and can we think God is leſs con- 
fiderate of his homagers and dependents ? 

No 
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No certainly,his honor as well as his com- 
paſſion is concern'd in the relief of thoſe 
who have ſurrendred themſelyes to him. 
io. FARTHER yet, when by reſig- 
nation we have united our wills to God , 
we have quite changed the ſcene, and 
we who when our wills ſtood ſingle were 
liable toperpetual defeats, inthis bleſſed 
combination can never be croſt. When 
our will is twiſted and inyolyved with 
Gods, the ſame omnipotence which backs 
his will, do's alſoatrend ours.Gods will,we 
are ſure, admits of no controle, can-neyer 
be refiſted;: and we have the ſame ſecuri- 
ty for ours, ſo long as it concurs with it. 
By:this meansall calamities are unſting'd, 
and even thoſe things which are moſt re- 
pugnant to our ſenſitive natures, are yet 
yery agrecable to our ſpirits, when we 
conſider they are implicitly our own 
choice, ſince they are certainly his, whom 
we: have deputed to ele& for us. Indeed 
there can be no face of adyerſity ſo ayer- 
: [ting and formidable, which fer in this 
light will not look amiable. We ſee daily 
how many uneaſineſſes and prejudices 
men will contentedly ſuffer in purſuit of 
their wills: andif we have really eſpou- 


ſed Gods, made his will ours, we ſhall 
with 


CO 
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with as great (nay far greater) alacri 
embtace 'its' diſtributions; how uneaſy 
ſoeyer to our ſenſe; our ſouls will more 
acquieſce in the accompliſhment of the 
Divine will, then our-fleſh can relu&ro 
any ſevere effects of ir. 
. 11. HERE then is that footing of 
firm ground, on which whoſoever can 
ſtand, may indeed do that which Archi- 
medes boaſted, move the whole world. 
He may as to himſelf ſubyert the whole 
courſe 'of ſublunary things, unyenem all 
thoſe calamities which are to others the 
gall of Aſps; and in a farther ſenſe ye- 
rify that Evangelical prophecy, of beat- 
&ng ſwords into plough-ſhares, and ſpears 
znto pruning hooks, Eſay. 2. 4. the moſt 
hoſtile weapons, the moſt adyerſeeyents, 
ſhall be by him converted into inſtru- 
ments of fertility, ſhall only adyance his 
ſpiritual growth. Y 

12. AND now who canchuſe but con: 
feſs this'a much more eligible ſtate, .rhen 
ro be alwaies harraſſed with ſolicitudes 
and cares, ' perpetually cither fearing fu- 
rure defeats; or bewailing the paſt. And 
then whar 'can we call it leſs then mad- 
neſs or enchantment, for:men to act ſo 
contrary to their own dictates, my to 
2 their 
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* their: very ſenſe and experience, to ſce 
and acknowledgethe inexplicable felicity 
of a reſigned will, and yetperverſely ro 
; hold outrheirs, tho they can get nothing 
by it, burrhe ſullenpleaſure of oppoſing 
God, and tormenting themſelyes ? Ler 
us therefore. if not for our duty or caſe, 
. yec at leaſt for our reputation, the aſ- 
ſerting our ſelves men of ſobriety and 
common ſenſe, - do that which upon all 
+ | theſe intereſts we are obliged ; let us bur 
| | give-upourwills, and with them we ſhall 
« | certainly diveſt our ſelyes of all our fruit- 
leſs anxieties, & caſt our burdens upon him 
- | who invites us to do ſo. He whobears 
r | all our fins, will bear all our ſorrows, 
t | our griefs too: if we will butbe content 
g 


to depoſite them , hewill relieve us from 
all thoſe oppreſling weights , which make 
our ſouls cleave to the 2ſt Pſal. r19. 25. 
and will in exchangegive us only his /zghz, 
- | bes pleaſant burden, Mart. 12. 33. Ina 
1 | word there will be no care leftfor us, but 
$s | that of keeping our ſelyes in a capacity 
- {of his: let us butſecureourloverohim, 
d and we areaſcertain'd that a//things [hall 
|» | work together for our good, Rom. 8. 28. 

of To conclude, Reſignation and Con- 
o | tentment are vertues not only of a near 
IC CcOgna- 
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cognation aud reſemblance bur they are 
linked as the Cauſe and the Effet. Let 
us but make ſure of Reſignation , and 
Content will flow into us without our 
farther induſtry : as on the contrary whilſt 
our wills are at defiance with Gods, we 
- ſhall alwaies find things at as great defi- 
ance with ours. All our ſubtilties or in- 
duſtries wilL never mould them to our ſa- 
cisfactions , till we haye moulded our 
ſelves info that plaint temper that we can 
cordially ſay , 1t is the Lord, tet him do 
what ſeemeth him good. x Sam. 3. 18. 
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child, that ſhe ſhould no 
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The Cloſe. 


Et H1S ſhort inſtitution of the Art 


of Contentment , cannot more na- 


-turally, or more deſirably draw ta a con- 


clufion , then in the reſort we have given 


' it, in the boſome of divine Providence. 


The Roman conquerors as the laſt pitch 


: of all their triumphs, ;went to the Capi- 


tol, and laid their Garlands in the lap of 
Fupiter : but the Chriſtian has an eaſier 
way to Triumph, to. pur: his crown of 


' thornes (for that is the trophy of his vi- 


Qories) within the arms of his gracious 
God; there lodg his fears; his wants, 


his ſorrows , and himſeK too, as-in the 


beft repoſitory. ;$4 *>l 
' 2. THz Goſpel command of n0t'ca- 
ring for the morrow , Mar. 6. 34. and being 


careful: for nothing , Phil.: 4. 6. nakedly 


propos'd , might ſeem: the abandoning of 
ustoall the calamities of life : brit-whien 
we are directed to caſt all our care upon 
a gracious and all powerful Parent", arid 
are aſſur'd that he cares far us,” 1 Pet.'5.7, 
that ths a' woman may forget her ſucking 
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of the ſon of her womb , yet will he not for- 
get his children, Ifa, 49. 15. this will 
abundantly ſuperſede all cavil and obje. 
ion. Whilſt worldly men truſt in an 
arm of fleſh, lay up treſureonearth, a prey 
for ru## and moth , Mat. 6. 19. and 4 tor- 
ment to themſelyes , Jam. 5. 3, the Chri- 
ſtian has Omnipotence. for his, fupporr, 
and a' treſure in -heaven , where no thief 
oches , nor moth corrupts , Mat. 6: 40. 
Whil'ſt bold inquirers call in queſtion 
Gods ſecret will, oblige hint ro their' ſub 
or fupralapſarian ſchemes , their abſolate 
or conditional 'decrees, their grace fore- 
ſeenor prederermin'd ; the pious man with 
aweful acquieſcence ſubmits ta that which 
isxevel'd: reſolyes for ever to obey , but 
-never- to. diſpute: as knowing that the 
beloy'd Diſciple lean'd on his Mafters þo- 
ſome; but 'tis:therthiefs and traitors part 
'rogo about tarifleit.. bY RT 
:-3:-*T1s ſurelyia modeft demand inthe 
" behalf of God Almighty, that, Weſhould 
allowhimas erg > kT, © ym World, 
a8'every Peſantclaimes in his ©orrage; vo 
be Maſtes there ,-anddiſpdſert hishoute- 
holdas he thinks beſt: to: ſay Hl marn , 
(Go, and he goeth : and to.anotber',; Gon , 
« @Ral he © © and ta hos ſg, 
" LC an 
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and he doth it , Mat. 8.9. Andif we would 
afford him this liberty , there would be 
att immediate end put to all clamor and 
complaint. 

4. WE make it our daily praier that 
the wil! of God may be don in earth as it is 
in heaven, with a ready, ſwift, and un- 
interrupted conſtancy. As?tis Giant-like 
rebellion to ſer up our will againſt his, 
ſo is it mad pervyerſeneſs to ſer it up a- 
gainſt our own; be diſpleas'd that our re- 
queſts are granted, and repine that his, 
and therewith our will is don. Ir were 
indeed not only good manners, but good 
policy , to obſerve the direttion of the 
Heathen, and follow God, not prejudg, 
his determination by ours; bur in a mo- 
deſt ſuſpenſion of our thoughts, hearken 
what the Lord God will ſay concerning us , 
for he will ſpeak peace unto his people , and 
to his Saints that they turn not again, 
Pſal. 15.8. | 

5. Or however upon ſurpriſe we may 
indulge to a paſſionate affetion, and dote 
upon our illegitimate oft-ſpring,our dearl- 
ing guilrs or follies , as David did upon 
that Child, who was the price of Murder 
and adultery : yet whenthe brat is taken 
from us, when the Child is dead, it wil 
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become us to doas he did, riſe from our 
ſullen poſture on the earth, and wor/hip 
in the houſe of the Lord , 2 Sam. 12. 20, 
It will behoyeus, as he ſaies in another 
place, to lay our hand upon our mouth , be- 
cauſe it was his doing , Pſal. 30. 10. and 
with holy 7ob Chap. 40. 4. when charg'd 
with his murmurings, Behold I am wie, 
what ſhall I anfiver ? Once have I ſpoken, 
but I will not anſtver : yea twice , but I will 
proceed no farther. 

6. Socrates rightly ſaid of Content- 


ment, oppoſing it to the riches of fortune * 


and opinion, that 'tis the wealth of nature, 
for it gives every thing that we have 
learnt to want, and really need: bur 
Reſignation is the riches of Grace , be- 
ſtowing all rhings that a Chriſtian nor 
only needs, but can deſire, even Almigh 

God himſelf. He indeed, as the Schole- 
men teach», is the objetive happineſs of 
the Creature; He who is the fountain of 
being , muſt be alſo of bleſſedneſs: and 
tho this be only communicable to us, 
when we have pur oft that fleſh which can- 
not enter into the kingdom of God, and laid 
aſide that corruption which cannot zmberit 
zncorruption, 1..Cor. 15. yet even in this 
life , we may make approches torhar bleſ- 


ſed 
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ſed ſtate, by acts of Reſignation and de- 
nial of our ſelyes, It was the generous 
ſaying of Socrates being about to dieun- 
to his friend; O Crito, ſince it is the will 
of God, ſoler it be: Anytus and Melitus 
may kill me, but cannor hurt me, Bur 
ſuch a reſignation as'tis infinitly a greater 
duty to a Chriſtian, ſo it is alſo a more 
firm ſecurity. In that caſe 'tis nor the 
Martyr , but Jeſus of Nazareth who is 
thus perſecuted, and he who attaques him 
will find zt hard to prick againſt the pricks, 
Act. 9. F. 

. 7. THERE could not be a greater 
inſtance of the profligate ſenſuality of the 
Iſraelites, then that they murmured for 
want of /eeks and onions , Numb. 11. 5. 
when they are Angels food, and had 
bread rain'd down from heayen. 'Tis im- 
poſſible for the ſoul that is ſenſible of God 
Almighties favor, to repine at any earth- 
ly preſſure. The Lord ts my ſhepherd , ſaith 
David, therefore can I lack nothing , Pſal. 
23.1. And, thou haſt put gladneſs into 
my heart , more then when their corn, and 
wine, and oil increaſed ,Pſal.4. 7. & in paſſi- 
onate rapture he cries out,Pſ. 73.25. hom 
have I in heaven but thee : and there 1 none 
upon earth that Tdeſireincompariſonof thee? 


my 
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1y-fefts and my heart fatleth : but God tis the 
Sinength of my heart , and my portion for e- 
ver. And Fkewiſe Pal. 46. 1: God is our hope 
and ftrengthy, avery preſent help in trouble. 
T herefore will we not fear", tho the earth 
be moved: and tho the hills be carried into 
the midſt of the ſea. Tho the waters there- 
of rage and ſwell, and tho the mountains + 
ſhake at the tempeſt of the ſame. If God be 
mn the midft of us , we ſhall not beremoved, 
he will help us, and that right early. Let 
us therefore poſſeſs our ſelyes of this ſup- 
port, and as the Prophet adviſes Ifa. 8. 12. 
neither fear, nor be afraid, in any exigence 
how great ſoeyer; but be ſtill and quiet , 
and [anttify the Lord of hoſts bimfolf, and 
7 him be our fear , and tet him be our 
read. 
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